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OCEANIA. 8y

LESSON TWO.
1. Oceania in unlike tlif other

grand divisions of the Earth,
because it consists entirely of

islands.

2. It is believed by many that

Asia, long ago, extended further
southeast than it does no\\-, and
that a part of it sunk below the
surface of the water; leaving
only those portions above the
sea which are now the islands
of Sumatra, Borneo, Java, and
other islands of Malaysin.

'^. All the islands included in

Polyne'sia (many {.elands) and
Microne'sia {small islands) are
volcanic

; many of them are yet
lofty and rugged mountains, bnt
others have sunk beneath the
sea, so that only the coral {hdr'-

al) reefs whicli encircle their

tops are above tlie surface.

4. These reefs, or islands of
coral, are like great rings, with
one or two openings through
M'hich the sea enters. The island

is called an atoll (^ tdll'),aiud the
inclosed water, a lagoon'.

5. Coral is con)posed of the

skeletons of small creatures,

called the coral polyp {pol'ip).

6. AVinds, waves, and birds

carried seeds from distant lands;

and, in this way, the islands

were covered with plants and
fruit trees.


