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you the Situation of tbis province, for 1 do assure your that it never entered My
mind to wait for an oflicial communication of your appointment before 1 shall soli-
cit te be bonoured with your commands.

I am, sir, in a similar situation with you in respect to Intelligence. I never
received any communication from Mr. Erskine but once, which was immediately
after the affair of the 1 Chesapeake," containing only general observations respecting
the displeasure of the Americans at that avant, and I cannot certainly agme with
your Excellency, that in such a state of uncertainty we onght te be prepared foi-
flostility if aven it rhould take place.

The extent of this Province and its slender Population afford but too good
grounds for the plan that is specified in His Majesty's instructions.

To defend this Province from any partial or sudden incursion May be pracli-
cable, beyýnd that your observations are but too well founded that it would be in vain.
However convinced I am in my own mind of thig truth, yet it must bc carefully
concealed froin Persons of almost every description in this colony, for there are few
People liera that would act with Energy wat-o-it net for the purpose of defendinc,
the Lands which they actually possess.

I do myself the honour of enclosing for your Excellenoy's information a Ratura
of the Milkia, the fourth part of which I directed to ha Ballotted for have vo1un-ý
tarily offéred thair Services.

I think 1 may venture to s tate that the generality of the Inhabitants from King-
ston to the Borders of the lower province may be depended upon, but 1 canne ven.
sure, from the Industry that bas beau used by certain characters now and lately in
this -Province, to assert that the Inhabitants about the Saut of this Goverument,
Niagara and Long Point are equally to be relied on. 1 have also to observe that
excepting the Inhabitants of Giengarry and those Persons who have served in the
American war and their Descendants, which form a considerable body of men, the
residue of the Inhabitants of tbis colony consist chiefly of Persons who have ami r
ted from the States of America and, of consequence, retain those ideas of equafila;and insubordination, much to the prejudice of this government, so prevalent in that
country.

I have before mentioned that the Militia of this Province can onfy be expected
to rosist partial Incursions and on that account, if it meets 'with your approbation,
it must be my endeavour to place them, as much as possible, at such points as are
Most susceptible of a 8udden attack from an Enemy.

If I might presume to o-ffer an nion, I think that the plan which. your
Excellency suggests of harassing un 2niemy, should an attempt bc made to invest
Quebec, would be productive if the most salutary effect, indeed the Provincial
Force to be employed, aided by the Indians, point ont this mode of warfare as Most
likely to succeed in distrelloing 'In Enemy.

1 shail, whatever operatiols May take place, nevex lo8o sight of Quebec, for
whi(sh purpose I shall endeavour to re8èrve as mach as possible the Xilitia of Glon-
gary, Stormont, Pre8cott and Dundas, to act towards Lower Canada, il] 8uch a man.
ner as you may be pleased to point out.

The Amerioans have net sny other armed vessels on the Lakes and I concoive
little doubt oan be entertained. of our ýretaining the superiority, at least for some
time. It may be a subject worthy of your Excellenoy's consideration whether the
Brig the 1, Duke of Kent " should be repaired and ordersgiven te employan adélîtionui
number of seamen, which I foar £rom the difficulty already experienced cannot be
effected without inereasing the wages,

With respect to Provisions, we have in this Province a quantity of FlourFresh
Beef and fresh Pork. Aminunition is only to be found in the King's stores. As to
Money we must look to Great Britain, the whole Revenue of thie Province has as
yet not much exceeded Threc Thousand pound6 a yearand of these by mueil the
greater part Io already appropriated tooblonial purposes.

It is of mach importance to keep ujY the appeurance of defendinie Ambentbut,
On account of the confldence it would inspire the Indians with and alihongh i fc;


