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t!oU8 chnractor which that Word «et« before us as our paWern. Th«

close ndhorrnc. mnv hrin- out vory distinctly the difTorcnccs botwixt h.m

and many who, tho;,;,M.hrothren, are "otherwise mind«j.l." Uo .-nuMnot

•hrink however, from the consequences. If «eparnlion from those whom,

on other {.ronn.U, he oMocms and loves, nhouUl be the rc.^uU, he separate,

from thrrn thiU he n,:.y he nearer to Christ. It is in this adherence to

Christ's rnh, that he aoqnits himself faithfully ili« the diseharRe of h.s own

duty, and h in the ri-ht way to make progress in the Chnsttan l.fe
;
tor

« then Mvall wo know, if we follow on to know the Lord." It is in tf.s

adherence tha^ he acts most wisely and kindly even towards those from

v^hom for a time he may ho separated. In the various attamments of

the Christian a banner has been given him that it maybe displayed he-

came of the truth, and it is the stedfast upholding of this banner that,

throngh divine grace, ho may know the blessedness oonnecteil w.th let-

tin'. hiHli-ht 90 shine before men, that they may sec his pood works and

rrloHfv hil Father which is in heaven. " Whereto, therefore, wc have

already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same

""in the improvement of this subject let us learn, in the first place, the

spirit in which we ought to act towards our Christian brethren fro .

xvhom we differ in matters of religion. Amid all the diversities wh.eh

mark the followers of Christ here, let us not forget that these diversities

distinguish those who, nevertheless, are brethren. Let »^ S^^^^yJ'';

cognise the family likeness, let us do honour to the grace of God which

may be working in them and by them, and, where we may have occasi-

on to observe defects or to condemn errors in the views which they en-

tertain let us with affectionate interest anticipate tht time when even

this shall be revealed to them. If we are now better informed, are we

not nevertheless just emerging from our ignorance? or rather, are wc

no; with all the information which we think wo have obtained, just

comin- to understand how little we know ? We too have many lessons

yet tolearn ; and though our minds may now be delivered from errors

ihieh once possessed them, and which others still cherish, there are far-

ther deliverances of this kind which we need. We have often already

been indebted to the forbearance of out more advanced brethren, and

we must be yet more indebted to their indulgence. Let us cariy the re-

membrance of. this into our intercourse with those who may need the ex-

ercise of similar kindness from us. While we pray that the Holy Spi-

'

rit may subdue the pride, may remove the prejudices, may enlighten the

• darkness of our own minds, let us remember the brethren whose errors

we profess to lament ; and let us plead that he would carry on his own


