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VI PBEPACE.

ill viiHvH ill whi(*li tho )i<-art and tlii- hlixMi vi'HM'Ih arc digcafU'd, may
iM-r-oiiKf HO prnnoiiiict'd aN to render u eertaiii luiiouiit of medical

Nki'.l iieeewMiry. Or if, ti» avoid such pain, it Ih> deemed advisublc

to adniiniHter aiicHtheMia, then must the dentiHt Im' eoiiHtaiitly

on his iniai'd that no more than the proper amount of anesthetic

is given, whieli he can do intelligently only hy observing the

condition of the nervous ami circulatory systems.

Mesides knowing something about the physiology of the body

as a whole, the dentist must l)e pnrtieularly familiar with the

local physiology of the mouth, such as the finely coordinated

nervous mechanisms involved in the acts of mastication and

swallowing and the secretion of saliva. He must understand

the nature of the sensations of the teeth and Ituecal mucosa, and

be on the lookout for any lesions of the cranial nerves that siip-

]>ly the muscles ami other tissues adjacent to the mouth cavity.

The chemistry of the saliva has demand* d special attention

because of the verv interesting scientific investigations which

are Ix'ing prosecutrd ,,'garding the nature of the undoubted

relationship that c.xisis between changes in the salivn and the in-

cidence of dental caries. To adeipiattly describe tlie present

status of this work we have found it neces.sary to devote some

space (in the second chapter) to a I'cview of the main i)hysico-

cheinical principles which may regidate the reaction and neu-

tralizing power of .saliva.

Whenever the occasion presented itself to do .so. we hj;ve given

a brief deseription of the general nature of the diseases in which

dental involvement is possible.

A few simple, but very instructive, laboratory demonstrations

ai'c described in an appendix at tlic close of the b(K)k. We have

found that such demonstrations furni.sh an invaluable aid in

the teaching of the subject.

To facilitate a clear understanding of the subject, diagrams

have been used whenever neces.sary, ami many of these have

been .specially drawn for the work. To Prof. T. Wiiigate Todd

and Mr ^'
if. Spurney, the authors are deeply indebted for the

valual issistance which they gave in the prejiaration of these.
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