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the spirit of all Porti./a plans and shares in tlu; fun which is

creatwl by the Rings' Ei»i.s«>de in Uk; last Art f>f th*; j)lay.

Salarino and Salanio. Of these two (.h.-irai.ters all that can be
said is that they are lively t^ilkative "f^ossips," wh(» arc k'-enly

interested in the fortunes of Antf)riir' and Bassiiiio. Tliey do
not take any important part in the aetion, but tlx-ir grtsfip

helps to show the turn that events are tjikin^ aiul we are

able to jndj^e by tln-ir f«'elings how the dramatist wishes the
audience to view the incid»;nts in tiie play.

Launcelot Gobbo does not b*-long to the class of firr.fessional

jesters. He is merely a serving-man who is a mixture of

ignoruiii '• and buffoonery. His humour consists chiefly in his

misuse of wrtrds and his fondness for using high-sounding
expressions which hava little or no meaning. Much of the
amusement which the audience derives fi'om launcelot d»'pends

upon the buffoonery of the actor, who helps out I^uncelot's
word-s by gestures and actions which are equally ludicrous.

Time Analysis.

Tlie action f>f The MerrJiant nf Yrn'tre covei-s a period v')f a
little over thiee months. In the first scene Antonio sends
B.i>sanio out to borr<»w the money which he requires in order
to pii.secute his suit with Portia. Bassanio, no doubt, goes at
once to .Shylock, and at the close of the First Act the boii I is

signed. Al)out the middle of Act III. we liMrn that the three
months have expir>'d, and that tlie Ixtnd h.is become forfeit.

Bas>anio at once sets out for Vt-nice, antl Portia follows on
the same day. Tlie trial, no doubt, takt-s place on the day
following. Biissaiiio remaitis nver nig .t at Atitoni<»'s house,
and in the meantime Portia tnd N'<'iissa make thijr way
It'i-Mifly homeward. The f ing evening tliey arrive .

Behnont.

It is evident that the chi< :iflficulty regardijig the time
elemetit in the play li. j in the m-n-ssity of making the
aiulienee feel that tlue" months hive aitually pas.sed In-twf en
the time when the bond is .signed in Act I., and the ..line wlien
it falls due in Ait III. In (.nler to give the impies>iou of th>'

passage (if time, Sliakes|ieare em|plo\ s two i]e\ i.es. In the fiixt

place he engages the attention of the audience by a series of


