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executive.1 The better to aid their opposition Mac­
kenzie moved his printing presses to York. The 
virulence of his pen awoke embittered opposition in 
return. His printing ofliee was sacked in broad day­
light by a gang of young men whom his biographer 
has called an “official mob.” A lawsuit ensued with 
mutual recriminations, followed presently by pro­
secutions for libel. Mackenzie, in historic phrase, 
denounced the minority party in the assembly as 
an “ominous nest of unclean birds,” and invited 
the people of Upper Canada to sweep them from 
the “ halls that have been so long and shamefully 
defiled with their abominations."

The provincial quarrel went from bad to worse. 
The election of 1828 again returned a majority of 
Reformers, this time including Mackenzie himself. 
Resolutions of grievances were presented to the 
House. A select committee on grievances, of which 
Mackenzie was chairman, was called upon to re­
port. A new lieutenant-governor in the person of 
Sir John Colborne, a tried soldier and a veteran of 
Waterloo, appeared on the scene (1828). Him the 
assembly hastened to warn against the “ unhappy 
policy they [the executive council] had pursued in 
the late administration." The assembly asserted its 
right to the full control of the revenue and de­
manded (1830) the dismissal of the executive 
councillors. “ Gentlemen," was the curt reply of Sir

1 A list of the members of the .assembly is given by Lindsey, op. 
eit. p. 69.
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