
[6]A Description of the Village and Inhabitants of Cahnu-
AGA, or CocKNAWAGA, who some years since separated
from the Mohawks.

The Savages of this nation, who are called the pravine
Indians, from the circumstance of their chiefs wea'ring

w^htr'' Ca ^u^^.
'^'°"^^ '^' ''''''' °f Montreal

with their beads beggmg alms, separated long since from
he Mohawk and River Indians, and for a considerable
time after their separation, carried on an illicit trade be-ween Albany and Montreal. The village contains about
two hundred houses, which, though they are chiefly b,.Ut
of s.one, have a mean and dirty appearance. The in-
habitants amoun. to about eight hundred, and (what is
contrary to the general observation on the population of
the Indians) are continuaUy increasing. It is considered
as the most respectable of all the Indian villages, and the
people are m a great degree civUized and industrious.
They sow corn, and do not depend like other nations
solely upon huntmg for support; but at the same time
they are not fond of laborious work, conceiving it onljJ
suited to those who are less free, and retaining so much
of their primeval valour and independence as to annex the
Idea of slavery to every domestic employment. Their
hunting grounds are within the United States, at a con-
siderable distance from the .JIage, round Fort George,
Ticonderoga, and Crown Point, where they kill beave;and deer, but not in such great abundance at present asthey did formerly, the country being better inhabited,


