
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELTS ORDER.
Ill AiiKtist, i()()r,, aivl after tho ail..|iti.,ti ,.i

tlu' listcf >|PillmK~ ricriinuiiiU,! |,v i|,. |;,,,,,,|.

by several «-<lumllunal lioar.l, m tlir l.uyir
citios ,if 111,- ...untry. and l.\ ,i j;riat iiuny
vliMlars an. I aiitln.r^. IVt'sidrm U,„,M-vflt i>'-

MKil an order tu Hie I'lil.lic I'rinter at W a-h-
ingti.n to use the Miiiplitied form of s|,elliii;; the
300 wor.lH in the I'.oard's list in the (>rii>tini; of
all executive docninents. 'JliU ,,r,UT pa\e rix-
to mneh iritirism ,,n tlie part of those o|ii.,..,d
to innovations in s|„||inj;. ri,o I'residiiil w.i-
char^'d VMth iimliie favoritism to what w.i-
rrroneoiisly ealled the (ariutrie iilea." and
to the etTorts of The Simplified Spellini; I'.oard.
To become a lexicographer ami teacher, said
his critics, was no part of executive iliitv. and
to comjiel. I.y executive onjer. the adoption of
reform spelling', even to such a limited ext.nt
as 300 words, in piiMic.ilions lKloii(,dnt,' to. and
to he road hy, the (general puliiic. was an arid
trary stretch of liis power.

Extension of the President's Order.—
Nolhini,' disonccrtcd !i> criltcisin. r.ither he-
canse of it, and hy fiirth.r study of the nicnts
of the simplified spellinj; sysi'ein. the I'resi-
dent. on .\ii.irnst j8, uxA extended his order
refrarditiK reformed spellini; of the selected
300 words to all parts of the government, as
represented throuKli its executive heads. Thus
the selected list hecanie virtiiallv the official

dictionary of the executive staflF. and the I'ldi-

lic I'rinter set about the work of formulating
rules for printinfj in acconlance with the e\-
tendeil order.

The President Explains.— In a Utter t>
the I'lihlic I'rinter. made public un.ler date of
Scpteniber j, 11/36, President Roosevelt went
at length into an explanation of his order and
of the reasons which prompted it. bv saying,
in part, that most of the criticism of the pro-
p.-sed step toward simplified spellinfj had evi-

dently been maile in ic^norance of what the
step really is. no less than in entire ifjiiorance

of the very moderate and common-sense v iew,
as to the purposes to he achieved. He referreil

the Public Printer to the \arious circulars ])uli-

lished by The Simplified Spelling Board, antl

recommended hiin to use them as answers to
ail)uiic askuii; for the reasons of his action.

No Attempt at Revolution.— The Presi-
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dull continued hl< Irttcr thtid: '•Ther<' is not
Ihe sji^dllesl itileiitlon t.. do anvthilii; levolu-
lioiuiy or t.j initiate any far reaching policv.
Ihe purpoM' simplx i, f,,r the Koverniiient. in-
•Icai, of laviiij; behind popular sentiment, tii

.id\ance abreast of it, and, at the same time,
^I'T.asI of the views of the ablest and most
practical educators of .Mir time, as ..ell as o(
111. most profound scholars of (he stamp of
I'lof. l.ouiislMiry and Prof. Skeat."

The Order Tentative.— In further explain-
iiiir llie nature ,,f hi. order, the President said:
If the shrill chainjes in the spelliuK <'f the

.ioo wor.ls propose.l whollv or partiallv meet
popular approval, then the cliaii)j:es will he-
'oiiie peuiiauent without aiiv reference to
what public officials or individual private
iiti/eiis may feel; if they do not ultimately
meet with popular approval thev will he dropt.
ami th;it is .ill iIutc is aboul it."

What the Changes Really Represent.—
\s to what the propos.,1 cliauyes really repre-
sent, the Presidint coutimied: "Thev represi-m
nothi,,},' in the worM hut a very' slit;ht e.x-
tvi.^i' in "f Ihe iiiii .u-iious movement which
has maile agricultural implement makers and
farmers write "plow,' iustearj of -ploujih

;'

which has made most .Americans write 'honor'
without the souiewhat absurd and siiperthious
'u.' ami which is even now niakinj; people
write 'pro^,'ram.' iiistea<l of 'pro|.'raiiime.' just
as ,all people who speak F.nRli.h now write
hat.' 'set.' 'dim." "sum" a.;.', 'fish.' instead
of the Flizabethan 'batte.' 'sette.' 'dimme,'
summe" and 'fysshe;' which makes us write
public' •almanac' "era," 'fantasy' and 'wagon.'
instead of the 'piiblick,' 'almanack,' 'xra,'
phantasy' and 'wajii^on' of our great-fathers."

No Attack on the Language. — .\gain. the
['resident s.Ti,! ; '[t is not an attack on the
languaKC of Shakespeare and .Milton, because
it is. in some instances, a poing-back to the
forms they used, ami in others merely the
extension of changes which, as regards other
words, have taken place since their lime. It

is not an attempt to do anything far-reaching
or sudden, or violent, or, indeed, am thing verv
great at all." In concluding, the President
said: "My plan is mcrc'x an attempt to cast

what slight weight can proyierly be cast on
the side of the popular forces which are en-


