
CHAPTKK XLIII.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.

Whilk tho work i,i f..rmii.- tli.- C.)iif...l,.mti..„ -.vus still

inconipl.-t.., Sir John A. Ma.d.Minl.l was ask.Ml to «.• to Wiwh-
in«t..ri to act as iiioriilK-r of a joint coiiunisHioii for tli.? piiiiiow
of wttlinj< .|UfstioiiH in .lisputo l).tw.-.ri Kn-land uml \]w
UniUtl State's -<iuf.stioiis wUk-h clow>ly coiuTrmMl ('HnatlH.

As ue l.uv*. ahviuly Mvn, the jxHipI,. of tiir Tnit.^l Stat^^H

wei-e Hilary with Knulaiid on afcoinit of Ii.t atlitu.l,. «hirin« tli»>

Remem* "^red
*' '' ^'"' ^^*'*"' ^'"'* ^'"«"" wiw h;ivih1 it

the Alabama
^''^ »''"ii''mlMT<<l that (inut HHtfiin had
treated thi" rt'ln-l stat^'M as a nation. Thos«.

shipowners and merchants wh<^' pro|M'rty hmi Ijeen HeimI and
whose trade luwl Ikch ruined hy tJie Alabama and other southern
cruisers, clanioretl for compensation. A hir;,'e party «ont«'nd»ii

that much of the loss of hfe and profH^rty (huin-,' the comhidinK
years of tlie war was caused hy help yiven to relnis hv the
A'abania. England had alreiwiy offcretl to allow impartial

juilges t« decide liow much slie really owe<l the Tnitcd States
for the harm n«suiting from lier negli5,'cnce or lier fault in

allowing the siaithern cruisers to put to sea fi..m a liritish

fxjrt, but this reasonable oti'er was refused.

Now that Canatla was alwMit to e.xtend licr iMirders to the
Pacific Ocean, it iKuame necessary to settle the San Juan
difficulty. When the Oregon treaty was sigiuMl the 49th
paiallel was made the southern boundary of the British p<isses-

sions from the Lake of the Wo<hIs to the Pacific 0<ean. In
oi-der to leave the whole of Vancuuvei- Island to Great Britain,

the boundary line was made to cross the Straits of Juan de Fuea,
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