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As these bands belong to different Agencies, it would be
necessary for ome of them to be transferred to the other Ageney,
and this matter was given very careful thought both from the ad-
ministrative point of view as well ap the effect it would have on
the Indiane, After considerabdble study, 1t was felt if the amalgam-
ation was approved, the combined bands would be best administéred
from the "wawkewlth Ageney, for the following reasons:-

1. If the combimed bands were placed under the administration
of the Rwawkewlth Agency, 1t would merely be extending the
boundaries of that Agency to Comox, a distance of approxe
imately 28 miles from Campbell River, which could engily be
covered by stage, car or beat at mianimum cost. The reserve
next to Comox in the Cowichan Ageney is Cowichan Reserve, a
distance of 386 miles from Comox., The transfer of the Comox
Band to the Kwawkewlth Agency would reduce the extent of the
Cowichan Ageney by that distance, with the subsequent redue~
tion in cost of administration.

On the other hand, if the amalgsmation were approved and the
combined bends were placed in the Cowichan Ageney, it would
be rather costly and inconvenisnt for Mr.Moore to reach the
reserve of the Jalmon River Band, It would mean a 30 mile
ear trip both waye a@ well as & 40 mile boatl %rip through
Seymour Narrows, which would take him near the cenire of my
Agenay. It would mean that the Cowichan Agency would have
one reserve to administer withim the boundaries of the
EKEwawkewlth Ageney.

As the Cowlchan Ageney ls already a large one with an approx-
imate population of 2200, it would reduce the work there slightly
if the Comox Band were itransferred to this Ageney, which has

a population of 1303,

Taking everything into consideration after giving the matter
very eareful thought, I am of the opinion the amalgamation of these
two bands would work to the mutual interest of both and reduce the
cost of administration to the Department, /s every effort is being
made by the Govermnment to economise and make Indians self-supporting,
1 particularly favour this amalgasation, and recommend that 1t be
approved on the terms outlined in the resolution.

Your obedient servant,

{;IV/(}’(}(:()C. T

Ve wa 1.0‘1“}
Indian Agent

Major DM, MacKay,
Indian Commiseioner for 5,C.,
Department of Minee and Resources,
Vanecouver, 2.C,
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