PRIME MINIOTER'S OFFICE
CARADA

Ottawa, Februsry 7, 18350

Honbles Js Ts M. Anderson,
Premier of Saskatchewan,

Rogine, Basistchewan,
Dear Sirs

I have %o acknowledge your letter of January 17th
on the subject of the transfer to the Province of Saskatchowan
of ite natural résowces, and I desire to sssure you that ite
contents heve received very ceareful consideration.

Our Goverament doos not find fiself in agreement
with the views the letter exprecses on & number of historieal
and legal points, or with the inferences to be drawn from
certain of the facts to which you refer, and we cennot admit
that the constitutional position of Basketchewsn ss one of the
provinces of Caneda, or that of the Northwest Territories prior
to the erection of the Province, should be trested for the
prasent jurposs as having been the subject of gemersl miscon-
ception for more than half = centary. We think, hosever, that
those disagreemonts are of no Lmmedlate consequence sinee there
sppears to remsain no serious obstecle to the two Covernments
at once reaching a satiafectory agreement on the specifie
practical points with whiech your lotter concludes.

Since we concider it desirable thet the arrangements
for the adwminictration of the nstursl resources of the thive
Prairie Provinces should, if possible, be kept uniform, we sre
propared to enter into an asgrecment for the immwediste transfer
of the wnalienated resowrces in the Province of Sasistchewen

and the continuence of the presant swbsidy along the mne lines
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