C 83469

The cnly other commentary of which I think I need take note
this morning was one passed by Lord Robert Cecil upon the Neglect
by the Ceuncil of taking any active steps te bring peaco in the
Near Bast and to prevent the horrors of war »f which for menths
and years past we havo now beon the helpless spectators. I feel
so strongly upen the horror of the existing situction that I am
disinclined to criticise in any vehemont fashion those whc think
the League ¢f Nations ought t4 have intervened. But we cannct
firget that the League of Nations i1s not in this case assisted by
Treaties, is not in this case face to face with twe Members cf the
League bound by salpmn pledges to carry out its cbjeots. We havse
to remember that the League has neither meney nor shlps nor uen.
"What i has got iy, I believe,increasing emount is meral inflveres,
but the methad of using this moral influence to bring peaco in
these particular arsas and in the face cf Iemalist action is ouiely
8 rather forlorh hope.

Remember that the founders of the League cenceived that tasy
were setting up a machinery to preserve a peace which tho foundexs
sf the League imagined they had established. They thought - and
when I say "they", in a humble capacity I was one of them myselﬂ\—
we thought, let me say, that wo were engaged in the task of re-

moving the debris of a great war, of re-arranging the map of Europe

more in conformity with the wishes of its popihilation and of 1aying

down the solid Ffcundations of a peace which, with a little gd@dwill,
with helyp from the League ¢f Nations by the operations of moxzA
forces, might be eternal. And I do nct say that that dream, as

4

t was then, is not going to turm out tv be a sclid reality in
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