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Lighthouse concert: many just couldn’t dig it

By JOHN KERNAGHAN

Some of- the kids pulled
up in Caddies driven by
lingering parents. Others
rolled in on ‘old wheels' —
pre 1960 — arms waving out
of rolled down windows.
Quite a few hitched to make
it and some just trudged
through the slush.

The occasion? Lighthouse,
Canada’s and maybe the
world’s foremost jazz-rock
band, were performing last
Thursday night at Erindale
Secondary School and the
faithful weren’t going to
miss it.

The problem with bring-
ing a still largely experi-
mental outfit into a subur-
ban high school is primarily

economic. The Erindale
band who promoted the af-
fair, lost money on the deal.

Only a small percentage
of the 800 strong audience
really knew what Light-
house was about. Despite a
lot of publicity, there were
still a number of knee-
socks brigade who were
expecting four rosy-cheeked
‘gyear olds.

N INVENTIVE

Lighthouse has 11 mem-
bers: four brass, two
strings, one piano and organ,
one bass, one drummer, one
lead guitar and a lead sing-
er. They average about 25
years of age. They are not
simply a pop group. They
are a highly - professional
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and very inventive group of
musicians.

A mixed bag of students
(there was a sad lack of over
20’s) turned out for the per-
formances. Many of the girls
were carefully guarding
their first pair of nylons
against runs from the audi-
torium chairs and the tight
sweater and expertly-aged

. blue jeans crowd was there

too.

If a gap exists between
factions of youth and it could
be closed, Lighthouse would
have been the band to do it.
Their very big sound, strain-
ing at fever pitch all the
time, should have had every-
one on their feet.

But the obstacles were
too great. Woodstock Na-
tion doesn’'t make it in a
high school cafetorium.
Lighthouse, who are vet-.
erans of festivals like the
Isle of Wight 1969 just
couldh’'t get their feeling
across in that kind of atmos-
phere. But it wasn’t that
they didn't try.

They warmed up the
crowd with a few heavily
rock orientated numbers
that relied largely on co-
leader Skip Prokop and his
rock ensemble. Then they
did some jazzy things with
Paul
brass and strings very nim-
bly. But it was a little over
the audience’s collective
head.

v NOFEELING . ...

Hoffért leading the -

first performance and a few
courageous free spirits in
the second the feeling just
wasn't there.

‘Hats’ which lasted about
15 minutes and ‘Chant’, a
25 minute powerhouse show-
ed the band at it's best.
Both numbers went through
a lot of changes and fea-
tured solos from everyone.

The fusion of rock and

- jazz is everywhere in their

‘Hats off to the Stranger’

should have had the kids

dancing, shouting and sing- -

ing but apart from some
mile hand-clapping in the

music. The transitions are
clever but there is still the
impression of two separate
entities. Lighthouse is really
a rock foursome backed by
a seven man jazz ensemble.

That doesn’t take away
from their excitement,
though. They purely enjoy
each others music and if the
audienice can’t dig it, they
will.

The most depressing thing

about the whole evening was
not the lack of audience ap-
preciation but the fact that
the Erindale Band, who pro-
moted the concerts to earn
money for a Spring trip to
Regina and had the taste to
hire such an excellent group,
couldn’t get sufficient sup-
port to make it a paying
proposition.

‘A very bad scene,”’ said
one concert organizer.
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Lighthouse drummer, Skip Prokop, grimaces as he churns out a drum solo. The
11-man band played at Erindale Secondary school last week.

Somewhere in this world of ours, ...

someone wrote the following piece of prose' To this en-
lightened individual we give our thanks and pass his
message on to you at the close of 1970, and the start of the
New Year 1971
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.. and so, as the old year
draws to a close, may we
extend to all of you,

for a very

from all of us, our most sincere wishes

PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 1971

Cordially yours,

Loa Parsons, Seth Taylor and stafl,

Real Estate Limited,

Parsons Taylor
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Port Credit, Oakville;

‘Act like adults’Saddington

tells county council members

Port Credit Mayor Cy
Saddington told Peel County
councillors, Thursday, to

‘‘act like adults’ and get on
with the county’s business.
He made his remark when

still time ...
tomakea

teenager happy
this Christmas!

Bare

a controversy blew up over

a recommendation that
councillors who wanted to
leave early from future
meetings get permission
from the warden during the
first 30 minutes of the meet-
ing.

Mayor Saddington, who
was late for the meeting,
said he had been out on a
matter connected with his
municipality.

“I had to deal with it,*"
he said.

Mississauga Receve Chic
Murray also opposed the
recommendation, pointing
out that emergencies some-
times cropped up which nec-
essitated a member leaving
a meeting after the first
half hour.

He had then received a
telephone call — shortly
after the first 30 minutes of
Thursday’s meeting — that
his company president was
in town for an important
company meeting. He was
asked to be there.

Chinguacousy ~Councillor
Terry Miller, who made the
recommendation said: “it's
only for those malfactors
who want to get out when the -
heat gets too much.”

Y The recommendation was
ost.
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