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Y2 - Shut the hell up!
Betrayal of 

privacy
Did anyone else wake up the by big business to scare people into witness to the atrocities that we have 

morning ol January I, 2000 and believing something false for the fallen victim to in the past? Who 
tlnnk What the luck?-’ sake of making a dollar — God knows, maybe all the drinking and

1 hat night was strange lor knows that hasn’t happened before, other substances that I’m sure peo- 
me. didn t know il anything would Maybe it was because our pie were dippine into, as well as the
happen hut 1 kept on checking the government took care of its people sentimentality and meaning of the 
news anyway — just to see. and did everything in their power night had their affects on people

1 watched as countries like to ensure that the lives of its citi- Maybe, people around the world 
Israel. France and the United States zens would continue unscathed by were worried about the direction the 
celebrated and toasted in the new that which was Y2K. Or, maybe it 
year both terror­
ist and Y2K 
glitch-free. The 
Gaza Strip didn’t 
light up> in gun­
fire, New York 
City or the White 
House were not

CALGARY (CUP) — Last played before the world, 
spring an appalling breach of patient 
confidentiality took place in Al­
berta.

Who cares whether or not the 
law is broken, or that people already 
in pain arc further victimized, just 

A nurse from the Foothills as long as the magazine’s objectives 
Hospital in Calgary sent an anony- are maintained? 
mous letter, followed by a fax of

world is going in and decided to 
celebrate without destruction. I cer­
tainly hope so.

It was odd. though, I felt kind 
of disappointed that nothing actu­
ally happened. It made myself (and 
I'm sure others) question the 
viciions of all those who stand

A police investigation subse- 
confidential hospital records, to Al- quently cleared the hospital of 
beita Report, a magazine with a wrongdoing and found that proper 

UP pro-lile stance. The nurse alleged palliative care had been provided, 
she and her colleagues were being That at least must have been a small 
lorccd to participate in induced-la- comfort to those women and their 
hour abortions lor malformed ba- families.
bies, who were born alive but sub- But no one can erase the fact
sequently left to die. that they suffered a gross violation

■ The confidential documents of their privacy, 
made their way into the hands of 
several of the province’s Reform 
MPs.

con-

, , , . . , soap boxes to spew their
bombed, and planes didn t fall from was because nothing was really go- thoughts, or all the raging terrorists 
dlc s*<-v' ing to happen anyway, or at least not who say they loathe Americans. I

The only place there was any to the extent that government agen- wondered why didn’t they do any- 
disturbance was in Buenos Aires des had us believing. The possibil- thing? Did all' the money industri- 
were the Mothers of the Disap- ity that the wool has been hauled
Pcaied a group of mothers who even further in front of our eyes is a spend on security scare terrorists 
believe their children tell prey to the good one. One thing is for certain, away or were the chances of «et­
ui ban terrorist acts ol the The money and ressources spent on ting caught too high? Maybe,"the 
Aigentinean government—were the so called Y2K bug could have potential threat of terrorism 
protesting.

on

alized and threatened countries

And the suffering continues. 
How can any of these women 

be sure their names weren’t on the 
Alberta’s laws state that abor- leaked documents? That’s 

lions can be performed upon re­
led countless starving children, it used as a ploy by organized terror ,, 
could have built low income hous- to waste millions of government 

Struction through the streets? Why ing for thousands of homeless or be dollars.
didn't our electricity go out or our put back into education and health, Ploy or not, people were to-
water stop running, like all those forever slammed in the name of fi- tally expecting terrorist action
who stock piled on water, blankets, nancial prudence. Maybe that is the Maybe that was just it There is not ,-c ,, , . . . .
lood and candles had expected? real lesson here, when we want to, as much glory in doirw somethin- m I ,Ta ll'r(,ugh ,nductlon 1 wonder how comfortable

I went around most of Janu- we can raise funds to solve poten- that people arc expecting you to do ..üonlmrt n , h gCS‘ î° won?cnI ,Cd w,th lhc ProsPecl
ary 1,2000 puzzled. Did shit really tial global crises. All we need now or something that^veryone else is ried n,,t iM ^ °n y£° T ^ ant,-abort,omsl ërouPs maY 
happen, and media and government is to tackle some of the real ones. doing. So maybe they are going to f’m I d? • arCfSU,C thal.lhe kn0W cxactly who lhcy arc? 
officials simply hid il from people Did the night signify people waifa couple of weeks until "the i! ! T? I™ , Thc worst parI 111 a" this is
to avoid mass hysteria? Could it be actually forgeting about their differ- hype has died down and everyone l 1t . '"‘"u ’S * ! U "°. °ne was held accountable
true that with all the Bailing mili- ences and enjoy what was happen- is back into their routines. Maybe mouS nurse w^kn^ tnT**' M^T Rep°rt
tant terrorist groups in the world, no ing around them, as it seemed? Was that’s when the terrorists will make Th l m , n g b?ï" , , ^3Sn ‘forced l() rcveal thc name of
one took the opportunity to even all the celebrating we saw around their move. Get your anti terrorism a.,.hr RcgIunal.Heallh 1 ,c anonymous nurse, even though
throw a pipe bomb in the window thc world indicative of society’s kits at the Gazette office room 312 11 lor,ty *U11 u> umi t and got an she clearly broke the law. The
of a government official’s car. On desire to start anew and ensure that of the SUB injunction to prevent the magazine magazine wasn’t lined. In fact, it
this, one of the most highly amici- this century’s people do not bear Brianne Johnston ™ inl()rmaU°n
paled days for acts of terrorism so- tamed in the documents without its
ciety has ever seen (or so I thought), permission. But it was a little like
nothing semed to happen. Society locking the barn door after the horse where,
was supposed to be at its most frag- ^ 1 had escaped. To add insult to injury, some
ile state, I mean what were we go- \ \ "*usl bc*°rc l^c injunction experts painted this situation as re-
ing to do? Either all the money gov- ^ \ 1 came down, the Alberta Report ran vealing the dynamic between the
eminent and individuals put into I 11 the story under the title, “Down the need for whistle-blowers to be able
securing that the change over into 1 V j II slope to infanticide.” I wonder how to reveal wrongdoing and a patient’s
the new millennium would be con- ITNTI \ the women who had undergone right to privacy. Yet an independ-
sequence free or things would to- LJ ' B 1 those abortions felt after being por- ent police investigation found that
tally screw up. trayed in public as selfish baby kill- there was no wrongdoing.

Officials said everything ĉrS->

would be fine but who really knew 
for sure?

a pretty
scary proposition when you con­

quest, in either aclinic or a hospital sider that two Canadian doctors 
at up to 20 weeks gestation. From who perform abortions have already 
20 to 24 weeks, abortions are only been shot and wounded in recent 
allowed if the fetus is abnormal and

Why no looting or mass de-

ycars.

didn't even have to give the docu­
ments back.

con-

They’re still out there somc-

So now we’re down to a pa­
ît is bad enough to discover tient’s right to privacy, which in this 

that the child you arc expecting will case was apparently nil 
be born so severely malformed that It is illegal in Alberta to re-
it will not live past 30 days. lease confidential medical informa­

it is bad enough to have to go lion. What is thc point of having 
through the pain of childbirth know- privacy laws if they aren’t end­
ing that at the end of it all you are forced? 
giving birth to someone who will 
either be dead

Maybe all the money we put 
into ensuring that things would 
work in big bad 2000 was just a ploy

The government should have 
oi will die shortly aggressively pursued this case, but 

it didn’t.after birth.
But the Alberta Report had to, Abortion rights are a touchy

make sure these women had to go political issue in Alberta. Unfortu- 
through the indignity of having th 
private medical information dis-

nately, the right to privacy is not.eir
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