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Editorial
Another Holy War?

Once agtin the banner of Puritanism is flying 
the bulwarks of the Fredericton Gleaner. " To speak his thoughts is every freeman's right.over

The cause for which the Gleaner forces have 
been rallied this time is censorship, that is, ver
bal censorship of the Prime Minister of Canada. 
The parapets of the press are manned by stout 
and loyal advocates of controlling the PM’s lan
guage. They propose to repel the enemy (or at 
least his language) with a frontal attack by the 
Speaker of the House, or failing this, to entrap 
him by a pincer-like movement of cabinet and 

. What foe would carry an attack against

council and in fight."In peace and war, in

- Homer
caucus 
such strategy?

But let us leave such Holy War tactics to the 
Middle Ages and the Gleaner. In a modern so
ciety such as ours, is there really such a need for 
censorship, in any form? Surely not. Regardless 
of whether Mr. Trudeau said “fuddle-duddle” 
or “fuck off’, neither merits censorship. At the 
most, our PM is guilty, and 1 would question 
this accusation fvrthvr, of using what for years 
has been called “slang”. Slang is the body of 
words and expressions frequently used by or 
intelligible t ) a rather large portion of the gen
eral public, but not accepted as good, formal 
usage by the majority (I). If one wanted to more 
effectively place Mr. Trudeau’s “slang” term, 

need only look under the sub-heading 
“cant”, which is defined as the conversational, 
familiar idiom used and generally understood 
only by members of a specific occupation, 
trade, profession, sect, class, age group, interest

fer from the malady of “snobbishness” that we 
will decide the use of words simply on the basis 
of whether they are “standard” or “slang”. 
First and forever, language is language, an at
tempt at communication and self-expression 
(4).!t stands clearly then that a word is neither 
“clean” nor “dirty” in itself or in its usage. 
Just as beauty is in the eye of the beholder, so 
obscenity (verbal) is in the ear of the listener.

(1>(4) Dictionary of American Slang, Went
worth and Flexner, Thomas Y. 
Crowell Co. N.Y. 1966 Introduction.

group, or other sub-group of a culture (2). Surely 
we shouldn’t censor a person for speaking the 
language of his group. Every member of this 
nation’s younger generation surely knows the 
meaning of Mr. Trudeau’s term, it being a com- 

“cant” term of everyday life for them. 
Would we then censor a man for speaking the 
language of any group, even if it be only that of 

nation’s youth? We should be proud that 
Prime Minister who can bridge the

mon

our
we possess a
generation gap and speak the language of 
young people. There is no reason to avoid any 
useful, explicit word merely because it is label
led “slang”(3) .Certainly Canada does not suf-

one our
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tion is because the SDC has 
been defunct this year. Mr. 
Poore undoubtedly has some 

I am writing to you regard- house-cleaning to do. One of 
ing the ad placed by the admin- the things winch should receive 
istration (Board df Deans) on immediate attention is the ac- 

14 of your Feb. 16th is- cumulation of cases before our,
SDC which should be proces
sed - for both the security of 
the student and the institution

Dear Sir :

The kitchen of Lady Dunn 
Hall was the scene of a near- 
serious accident last Sunday

carried out on their equip- j 
ment. There are gas lines, steam class communication links be- 
and hot water pipes which tween the Fredericton and 
should be inspected at least Saint John campus is urged, 
every six months for weak For the transmission of infor- 
joints and potential leaks. At , mation “Telex communica-

wants a 
could have the University print 

card for the travelling
Tom Evans

up a
professors saying “This is a Dear Sir:

page
sue. It reminded students on 
this campus that the administr
ation is both capable and sup
posedly justified in taking legal (sic? ) with which we find our- 
action against damages to its selves involved, 
property. The notice itself should not

At any institution there is be allowed to escape comment, 
usually some form of damage Students as educated members 
to property through misdoings of society are aware of sue 
by students. Since the institu- things as criminal records 
tion itself supposedly exists fingerprinting.authority,power 
for the benefit of students, and totalitarian methodology 
those same students are usually ' in enforcing authority. They 
allowed an opportunity toj have had to be successful in a 
morally and financially issue i bureaucratic system of educa- 
recompense without the neces- < tion. Needless exercise of pow- 
sity of legal action. Many such ‘ er is obvious folly.
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tled informally. ' you this notice is unnecessary.

One of the functions of One reason for it is to protect 
Student Representative your interests."

Council is to offer some form 
of representation to the admin-
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