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Gems of wisdom await in library

by Greg Halinda and
Kisa Mortenson

You've been doing research all
morning for that paper and wow,
did you just find a great book in the
library!

It’s almost like finding agemina
pile of rocks. Thousands upon
thousands of books confront you
on those shelves, and that one
friendly volume found its way into
your hands.

How did it get there? Who
ordered it? What if they hadn’t?
Are there better titles you'll never
know about because the library
never ordered them?

Last year, the U of A libraries
ordered 41 thousand titles, and 331
new periodical subscriptions. In-
cluding binding and other projects,
the libraries spent over $4 million
last year. Little wonder we have the
second largest library in Canada.

There are about 40 librarians,
called liaison librarians, who are
responsible for recommending the
bulk of new book purchases. Each
liaison deals with one or more
teaching departments on campus,
and has a specialized knowledge in
these fields.

For instance, David Jones, Col-
lections Coordinator for the Sci-
ence library, is a liaison librarian
specializing in physics, chemistry,
genetics, and biology.

Jones helps develop a profile of
what subjects and levels of books
are needed in these disciplines. He
then examines what the publishers
have to offer,and makes a decision
to buy, based of course, on how
much money is in his budget.

The various faculties work with
the liaison librarians and will also
recommend titles. not available
from the main suppliers.

Students can do the same.
"All the libraries are open to stu-
dent requests. If a student requests

Books sit waiting, inconspicuously...

a book, we'll certainly consider it,”
said Jones.
Brian Hobbs, acting collection

coordinator for the U of A libraries,
said the U of A buys books from
several vendors located in Canada,
the U.S., Great Britain, and western
Europe.

”A lot of people know how good
our library is,” said Hobbs. “We get
scholars coming from all over the
country and outside the country
doing research here.”

Many of these intellectuals give
guest lectures while they’re on
campus.

“That all helps to build the repu-
tation of the university and the
library,” said Hobbs.

Incidentally, since the on-line
catalogue and the on-line index
systems were implemented, stud-
ents are finding and using more
books and periodicals than ever.

There’s a gold mine out there,
get out and use it!

Wilson budget ignores education and research

OTTAWA (CUP) — The latest
budget brought down by federal
Finance Minister Michael Wilson
fails to address funding problems
for education and research, lobby
groups say.

In fact, the Canadian Association
of University Teachers says the “one
positive thing” to come from Wil-
son’s Feb. 18 announcement is the
elimination of import tariffs on

\A@

& MONEY, MONEY, MONEY
START BOOKING PARTIES Now!
( WE PROVIDE
D.J.s. TICKETS, BARTENDER AND CLEAN UP

5

University of Alberta
Alumni Association
75th Anniversary Scholarship

FELLOWS

E .
WE W:LL SPONSOR ANY PARTY
X-MAS, HALLOWEEN, NEW YEARS', ETC.

2 FOR 1 EVERY NIGHT ! ! !
10186 - 106 St.

Phone Paul or Dave 325-8855 now niRine

many English language books and
computer parts, among other
things.

"We're happy with that,” said
CAUT president Allan Sharp, "but
otherwise, it was pretty bleak.”

The government imposed the
tariff last June in retaliation to an
American tax on Canadian cedar
shakes and shingles. Book publish-
ers are confident that an extensive
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The University of Alberta Alumni Association has
established an annual scholarship in honor of the
University’s 75th Anniversary.

The scholarship will be in the amount of up to $1.500.00

The scholarship will be presented to a full-time student
who has attended the University of Alberta for at least

the two previous years.
Criteria

1. The student’s contribution to campus life and to
the University of Alberta community will be a

consideration.

2. The applicant should have a satisfactory
academic standing and plan to continue studies
at the University of Alberta.

Application forms and further information may be

obtained from:

University of Alberta
Alumni Affairs Office
430 Athabasca Hall

University of Alberta

Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2E8
or by telephoning 432-3224.

The application deadline date is Thursday, March 26,

1987.

The scholarship will be presented at the Homecoming
Dinner on September 26, 1987.

postcard campaign, which attracted
an estimated 130,000 Canadians,
was key to changing the Cabinet’s
mind.

The budget contained no explicit
references to research or post-
secondary education. Sharp said
the Tories “missed the boat, again”
by not introducing long-promised
measures to aid research in Canada.

"This was the year for them to

live up to their election promises,”
Sharp said, referring to the Con-
servative’s pledge to double Cana-
da’s research and development
performance.

“If they do anything next year,
it'll look like another pre-election
trick. It will be greeted with cyni-
cism,” Sharp said.

However, he said CAUT and
other lobbyists are not prepared to
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just wait for the government to
make improvements at its own
pace.

"Now is the time for increased
pressure, not the time to give up,”
Sharp said. “It’s still not too late.”

Todd Smith, executive officer of
the Canadian Federation of Stu-
dents, said CFS was neither pleased
nor surprised by Wilson’s budget.

"Quite frankly, there wasn’t any-
thing in the budget for students,”
Smith said, adding "but we didn’t
expect any great news from
Michael Wilson.”

Smith said the absence of any
announcements about research or
education worries CFS. He said the
proposed forum on post-secondary
education, announced last Oct-
ober, may be used by the govern-
ment as a catch-all for dealing with
funding problems.

"We are quite concerned that
the government is putting all of its
eggs in the national forum basket,”
Smith said.

"By golly, we’re going to have to
get some significant dividends out
of this forum,” Smith said.
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