
i ~by Alison Thomson

An aspect of the Hall report on Canadian health care that has
been lost in the hue and cry over balance billing is the role of federal
funding arrangements in provincial health care.

Hall concludes that the allegation of several groups that federal
health dollars are being diverted by the provinces to other uses is
unsubstantiated.

The more important issue raised, however, is whether federal
funding arrangements allow the provinces to contribute less to
health'care th an they would have had to under the previous cost-
sharinig arrangements.

This is clearly the case. Furthermore, Alberta is one of the
cuiprits.

How is this occurring?
In 1977, the federal government passed the Established

Programs Financing (EPF) Act, which was intended to allow the
provinces more flexibility in programming. It removed the previous
requirement that the federal and provincial governments' expen-
ditures be equal.

Trudeau explained that EPF would mean that "(the provinces)
would not have to make matching expenditures of any kind from
their own resources." At the time the bill was introduced, the NDP
argued this would encourage the provinces to divert funds from
health care to other programs.

In Alberta, this is precisely what has taken place. Until 1977, the
Lougheed government contributed more money to medical care
programs in Alberta that did the federal government. This began to
change the year EPF was introduced. Two years later, the short fal in
the Alberta contribution was $117 million.

Between 1976 and now, the amount in dollars discounted for
inflation the government has spent on health care has actually
decreased.

Had the Alberta government matched federal funds, it could
easily have eliminated medicare premiums, another of justice Hall's
recommendations. Further, the elimination of premiums would have
resulted in a substantial saving in administration costs.

The Lougheed government now dedicates a lower percentage of
total budgetary expenditures to health care than does any other
province west of the Maritimes. This bas been true of every year but
one since 197 5. 0f course, it can be argued that a lower percentage is
justified since the total budget is much higher. This w-ul be
flawlessly logical if health care in Alberta were funded sufficiently.

U nfortunately, as demonstrated by medicare premiums, the
nurses' strike, hospital user fees, and crowded facilities, this is not the
case.

The federal government committed the original errtor in
allowing the province to avoid matching its contributions. But the
provincial government must assume the blame for its irresponsible
exploitation of the situation.
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As for my being prejudiced Pl
- there is no evidence for this in a:
"The Old School Tic."à

1 am, however, deeply sort-y ai
that Alexander was seduoed and gi
that he is deau, because lie was my g(
dear brother. ný

The title of Glenn ir
Kowalsky's letter was 'God isn't ir
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have no evîdence that my late
brother ever practiced homosex- 1
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A PROFESSIONAL CAREER
AS A

Chartered Accountant
Our representatives wilî be pleased to, discuss your plans for

acareer in Chartered Accountancy during their annual
recruiting visit on:Moda, 

ctbe 2, 98Tueday, October 27, 1980
tusday, October 3, 1980
Fhrday, October 3, 1980

Monday, November 3, 1980
Please contact your University Manpower Office to arrange
a convenient timne for a personal interview on campus or to
obtain a copy of our recruiting brochure.

If the dates of our visîit do not suit your time schedule, you
are invited to caîl:
Mr. Gary Wooldridge at 423-4822

2700 Oxford Tower - Edmonton
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CANADIAN MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION
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Milwaukee and Boston 5. Calgary, 22 games (1948-49)
Phil Esposito, Serge Savard, 6. Boston and Chicago, 12 years
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.82 by Montreal vs Hamilton in 10. Four. Blair MacDonald, Dave
956 Lumley, Dave Hunter and Lee
.Bill Mosienko, 21 seconds Fogolîn.


