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Alberta courts

tough.

.but so are
Albertans

by ernie vilcsak

Victor Matthews’ report on crime in Alberta “Socio-Legal
Statistics in Alberta: A review of their availability and significance”
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Matthews proposes tF a. cbntral registry for
legal-justice statistics which wou Qmplle, aﬁafyzc and disseminate
legal-justice information, and ‘Would-afso perform the jobs noted by
Matthews as not presently being done.

This proposal raises some problems concerning personal privacy.
Matthews suggests that three rights of individuals should be
recognized: an individual should have the right to know what
information is being kept in the system concerning him, this
information should be kept confidential, and he should have the
right to appeal any information which he considers to be inaccurate.

British Columbia at present has a computerized central registry
for its correctional agencies of the type proposed by Matthews.
Here, reports concerning the number and nature of inmates as well
as evaluation studies concerning the effectiveness of particular
rehabilitation programmes are carried out.

Matthews states that the visit to British Columbia’s central
registry was profitable in that some of the problems which can arise
when a data centre is developed without. close liason with
knowledgeable computer specialists were. demonstrated.
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Letters to the Gateway on any topic are welcome, but they
must be signed. Pseudonyms may be used for good cause. Keep
letters short (about 200 words) unless you wish to make a
complex argument, Letters should not exceed 800 words,

The Gateway is published bi-weekly by the students of the
University of Alberta. Contents are the responsibility of the
editor. Opinions are those of the person who expressed them.

Staff this issue included Allyn Cadogan, sports assistant; Kimball
Cariou, Joyce Clarke, Leroy Hiller, deena hunter, arts; Terri
Jackson ,editor; Sylvua Joly, typesetter, Harold Kuchertz, Jr,,
Laura Leake, Loreen Lennon, arts assistant; Wendy McKPnna,
Colleen Mllne headliner; Walter Plinge, Les Reynolds, footnotes;
Candace Savage, news; John Shearer, Margriet Tilroe, typesetter;
ron trieber, production; Brian Tucker sports.
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