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Aiberta courts
tough,

.,.but so are
Aibertons

by ernie vilcsak

Victor Matthews' report on crime in Alberta "Socio-Legal
Statistics in Alberta: A revicw of their availability and sign'ficance",
the last report issued under the,ti $pices of the now defunct Hurnan
Resources Research Cou dirdcae that Aibertans are the
most criminally in t tr hemnisphere. On the

oterhnd1t atst ath e Ù;>Alberta are more
efficient tan n. a as a whole

For the year. ý9, thprate of offence per 1ôýPopulation was
9.6 for Aiber s compared to 7.4 for Canada ' -p whole; but in
Alberta, 45.55- cent of the cases were clearé s compared ta
36.21 per cen iý ,he restýCa0dýà.

The report hes e*U'overÂI"U pictùre ,' f 'a criminallity,
"dimensioning, e i n2AI*1 ùrtaw ith points su the number of
criminal offen a l5er capia basis has edfou91t
1965; Alberta e more inclined to Ct an accused than
are courts in the anada; and rta courts are orily
about two thirds nded sentence as a
sanction as are Canai

(The d*isplari,:t-ybetcýnadian courts is of
even greater significan'ed--from Western World
perspective; Canada has t ri rate in the Western
World.)l

At first glance, one might ' impression that Alberta simply
has one of the most effici1 systemrs. But the statistics on
incarceration in jail for su a rivictions cast doubt upon this
conclusion, because Alberta e times as likely to jail those
convicted of a non-criminal o as is Canada as a whole. Alberta
courts are just tougher, an uld explain the illusion of
competency, at least in part.

Matthews states-that the in ion which is available suggests a
backward and repressive socie ut then terms this conclusion
contradictory, for ba ith other legal-justice
systems, he has founda ystem to be concernced
and co-operative as w - approach.

* In his review of th data, Matthews notes
a few faultsin the s endently by each
agency for its o ss n these ot comparable.
There is no rea-, ision for following an in I through the
legal system encourer wi4hpoietde e from jafl.
There is no m of ascertaining whether or not a idû'al given
bail is alread ail for some other offence in so ther locale.
This makes i sible, otljit çretýf, 11,,Y, for dividual ta
commit crime be bail~~$t ghàù utthe pr

No -formai s existe aOartý'frdin the tfinge tService in
Ottawa, where rredtionàl institution can f t-whether or
not an inmateh in other institutions o r.ttd by police.
There is als a rward aç, o aVdâta of some
important kiînds.

Matthews proposes ta i,>ntral registry for
legal-justice statistics which wlcmpile,> faize, and disseminate
legal-justice information, and ýýoÜ ïltfalso 'prform the jobs noted by
Matthews as not presently being done.

This proposaI raises some problemrs concerning personal privacy.
Matthews suggests that threc rights of individuals should bc
recognized: an individual should have the right to know what
information is being kept in the system concerning him, this
information should be kept confidlential, and he should have the
right to appeal any information which he considers to be inaccurate.

British Columbia ait present has a computerized central registry
for its correctional agencies of the type proposed by Matthews.
Here, reports concerning the number and nature of inmates as well
as evaluation studies concerning the effectiveness of particular
rehabilitation programmes are carried out.

Matthews states that the visit to British Columbia's central
registry was profitable in that some of the probîemrs which can arise
when a data centre is developed without, close liason with
knowledgeable computer specialists were- demonstrated.

Letters to the Gateway on any topic are welcome, but they
must be signed. Pseudonyms may be used for good cause. Keep
letters short (about 200 words) uniess you wlsh to make a 4
complex argument. Letters should flot exceed 800 words:

The Gateway is published bi-weekly by the students of the
University of Alberta. Contents are the responsibility of the
editor. Opinions are those of the person who expressed them.

Staff this issue included Allyn Cadogan, sports assistant; Kimbali
Cariou, Joyce Clarke, Leroy Hiller, deena hunter, arts; Terri ___

Jackson,editor; Sylvia Joly, typesetter, Harold Kuchertz, Jr.,
Laura Leake, Loreen Lennon, arts assistant; Wendy McKenna,
Colleen Milne, headliner; Walter Plinge, Les Reynolds, footnotes;
Candace Savage, news; John Shearer, Margriet Tilroe, typesetter;l
ron trieber, production; Brian Tucker, sports.
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