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TIlSteel <'ual Iaw.suit at Sydncv, C.1B., mîtist puit

urdînary men in better coliceit' witli thiselcves;
fur it shows that teveu the fiiatiil giauts axer foub1sli
eitutigl tu quarrel ux er wliat looks x erv muiicli like a
iatter of lwrsoîîal pique, ati tlicrcly permit the lawycrs
to cni theinscives at tlieir 'expeilxsc. Ordinary plel
wÎll du4 tis sort of ting, lbit then they arc oinly or-
diiiary people. Thei Napulcuns of Finance are supposed
to he too slirewd to get cauglit ini any sucli net. Thev
are wise enough to realise that there is notiîing to be
gained by "Iawing it," and to get togetlier in sorie

sort of a compromise. That is, they îîsîally are ; but
ini this case thcy bave allowed theinseives the luxury of
a long quarrel and a law suit. Wchl, they cain afford it
better than most of lis, k is not at all likely that evei
"Jimnmie" Ross will have to go without jam for break-
fast bccause of lis extravagance. But there is une

thing certain, and that is if the coal and steel peuple
are goîng to waste thmeir substance in niotous procèedings
of this sort, the plain people wîhl iegin to coxisiden
whether they had not better save thieir xnoney and give
it neither as bonuises nor in the forn of tariff protectioni
tu national industries whiclî îhv like farîners with a
lice-long fend uven a line fecc.

New Brunîswick lias sec,, a luig newspaper clîailîgc

within the last week or su. Thelu Riissel papers have

beeni sold to Mn. John McKanc of Newcastle, and have
coufic ont with a ncw and vigorolis braud of indepemi-

dcnce. These papers-the Morniug Tlegnaph anid the

P-'vening Tinies-wcre originally Liberal. They were re-

garded as, mure or lcss, "regular" Liheral, wliile Senatur

lls' Globe voiced his personal version of Liberalisîn.
The St. John Sun was then the Conservative organ,

with the able aud cauistie Mn. S. D. Scott as editor.

But New Brunswick poliities is a succession of surprises.

"Davie" Russell bouglit the Teîegraph ; and a Nova
Scotia Liberai bouglit the Suit. Russell was enthusias-

tically for Blair, both in and ont of office ;and the

"conversion" of -the Sun left the Consenvatives without

a newspaper ini New Brunswick's big city. Now Mn.

McKate-who is a Conservative and a inillionaîre 'mauy

turnes over-has the Telegrapli, and the panty is thought

to be better equipped journalistically than it was before

the beginning of the game of "cross tag."

One of the real weakucsses of the party systein-upon

whidh. Mr. Goldwin Smith has flot to, ry knowledge

dwelt-is tlîe difficulty of mailtaining an effective press

for a party long ouf of office. The 1Liberals found it su,

diîrnu their eighteeu years of wandering iin the wilder-

ness. The Toronto Globe was, of course, strong enougli

to, be indepeudent of party futures ; bmut the Montreal

llerald wais a feeble publication, the Ottawa" Free Press

was sitill feebler, and there wias no Frenchi ,iheral palier

whiîch reachedl the peuple. To-dayv the Conservatiî c
pairty is feeling, the saine Weaknetss ; and it would feed
it far mnore if it were flot for the fluanicially independent
jouirnals whichi were established 'dutrinig the years of
fatniess. New B'nuinswick, without -a iiuetropolitan Con-
servative paper wais a practical sutirrend(er tu "the
ueny." The only two French paipers which have a
popular circuilatin art nominally-at least-Liberal. The

Montreal Gazette and the Toronto Mail and Empire are
îînpregnable fortresses ; but the decade of Liberal ride'
lias changed the relative positions of the party papers
at many a point.

The only'trfily independent paper is the commercial
suiccess. W'e healr a lot o>f ignorant and hypocritical
talk about the "degradation of journalism" through
"Icatcring to the moh," and the dependence of the ed-
itorial desk upo>n the counting-rouru. "Catering to the
mnol>" is simply seeking the approval of the people cxi
<leaiv<uring to prÎnt the sort of paper that the people
want to huiy. The sneer is directed not only at the
editor who "caters" but at the people-at their taste,
their intelligence and thcir sense of the lit and1 the
wurthy. It is the sucer ýof a snob. It is a deinial of ail
that broiid and Igeneronis philosophy which is fotunded
upun Iaith in the people, which dares to make democracy
the liasis of governinent, and which lias Ion-~ aiiu exposed
the ixupious lie, that a self-sclected kew arc better able
to think for the people than they axe to think for thein-
selvecs. The 'people know what they watit to read ; andi
the palier which supplies it gets the largest circnltiuiî
and coiisequeiitly is the surest commercial success.

As for the dependence of the editoriai desk upon the
cotinting-roomn, it is preeisely the paper that lias a pp
utlar hold tupon the people which can affurd to, ignore the
presence of private interests souglit to lie exercised
through the coutiting-roomn. Where a hundred thousand
people exert their power on the counting-room, the
clamour of une can hardi y be heard ;but where a paper
11caters" to the tastes of a few, it must lie exceedînglv
careful not to offend any of the few. But what the,
superior folk, who find sucli comfort in llinging these
flunky p)hrases at successful p4pers, neyer stop to con-
sider, is the fact that every paper must get money if
it is to continite to publish. Now if a paper does not
get its nioney froin the people, where does it get it ? Be
very suire it gets it. Otherwise it could not pay its
paper-maker, or its type operators, its staff, its ncws
servicc or its agents. But if the source is flot popular
confidence, what is it ? Is it pi>litical "grait" ? Is ii.
the pap-feeding of wealthy interests who expeet properly
coloured editorial in return ? And which is best for the
nation-a paper which must* win the approval of the
peuple to live, or a paper which can defy or betray the
people at the bidding of a selflsli intcrest whichi inakes
up its deficits ?

A Spoilt Pet.
Le petit 13ege - Please, Sir. Yolir Monkey'a Takiî nky liai.,"
lIncle Sim.-Tllat's Sol Aiti't He Cue?"

[on uhe subject of Belihmn's unpaid dlaim upon Verêiula for £40,eo he
Timles %asys: A moral responsibility lies with the. United States for the. be-
)iaviouîr or the. State towards wbhich àt. lias shown a apecial solicitide."Il

1 -punch.


