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HONOURS EASY-By ALEX. JOHNSON
Rehina a Baille ni Wils Refineen a Resource fui Woman and a Clever Masculine Person

E LEEN Sait on the to-race and fet worried. Be-
f ore the war Della Triuna was the only spot on
the Cote d'Azur w1ich was not mobbed dur-
ing thi-se parts o! the year. It bas onty

ue efficient hotel. But the Grand Hotel des Anglais
is îrreproachable. Cuisine, vicw, gardons and tennis
courts are beyond criticisin. They are In fact every-
thing the prospectus dlaims for theni, wbich is a good
doal, for the proprietor who composed that admirable
document is a thoroughgoing Gaul, and thorefore
apt ta be a littie florid In praise.

Tho terrace was the star f eature o! the hotol; il
was cut at a perfect helght for euring a perfect
temperature, and was arranged as a sun-trap.

Yet with ail these advantages, Elleen, out o! sheer
contrariety of spirit, sat and bated them ail, nat for
what tbey wore--wbich would have been unreason-
able if not impossible-but for wbýat they stood for.

Inoz Lewis, sIttIng 'beside her, nated ber depros-
sien, and asked the rosson for It. Inez was an ordin-
ai-y girl-if there Is sucb a tbîig as an ordinary girl-
and was rathor afraid a! Eileon. People often were.
Eiheen had been ta Oxford, and taken bonours in
history, and ta Africa, and shot thhngs wlth same
skll and success. Moreover, she could talk.

Such a record an~d sucli accoip!baej ýWd
na doubt merely have marked ber down as a suffra-
gottish sort- o! a person If she had not had a face ta
bolp thein out. Women, whe disiked her sald ber
mouth was toc big and ber eyes set tao far back;, but
even tbey adniittod tihat she had nico bai-. Wlth
mon bier looks were mare than striking enough ta at-
tract attention, and once attention was attracted her
personality dld the i-est. They saw grit lu ber mouth
and soul ln her eyes, and endowed ber with a good
niany other qualitiies ta which ber
dlaimis wero a littie doubtful.

New Eileen turned at Inez' quesý
tion and smuled.

"Yes," slie said, "I am afraid I,
am feeling a bit bumpy to-day. I
think*It must bo ail theso mon who
are on my nervesa"-ehe indicated
the tennis court wlth a comprehen-
sive wavo o! ber arm-"-ýT1eyre--
tbev're s0 immacuiately flannelled,
their wbole lives are immaculately
!iannelled, and so's mine. IS -

enough ta drive anyano back ta
Afrîca. Just ,think, year ln and-
year out they go on existing whth-
out saylng anything worth saying
or doing anything worth doing;-
and 'when they die thoy don't die;
tbey slmnply cease ta exlst...,
1 think l'm going away to becomie
a char-woman, or a 'publican's
wif e, or a tinker, or someone else
who's allowod ta -have vhews o! the,
world. Thore lsn't a man or wo-
man lu the hotel who can talk
about anlytbîng, excepting yeu, of
course, dear-and possibly one or
twe 1 haven't niot; and botween ThCy
thirty and forty per cent. o! the
mon 1 have met devote more or les o! MY sparo
tume to xnaking love ta me"'

"You do talk, don't you?" said Inez admiring-ly-
«I expect you feel heaps botter now. I belleve,' site

went en-Inoz always ýpreforred discusslflg people ta

abstract quostions-"Mr. Dernier, wbo arrived hast
ntght la supposed to be clovor. Several people have
said that tboy got that lipression,~ se 1 expect thore
is Somo trutli la it."

"Hlým clever! "-Elleen came as near snos'ting as is

graceful in a heroine--"The people bei-e call a mnan

'clevel", if ho cau do a stcp-dance on a billiard table
without gohng tbrough. That's the sert of a thing
that passes for clovorness in this crewd. Hie ct.u't

dance, anyhow; and ail hoe said te me hast nlght-
&mneone introduced us, and it took me twenty min-
utes ta shako him off-was 'Rotten!' and 'Splendid!"'

"Really,» said Inez, laughing, ",I expoct hoe was

afraid of you. What on earth did you try te talle to
the peor mian about? Syndicalli? or proportienate
r-epresentation?"

'Nelther, se there!" sald Eiheon, with inereasing
scorn. "I assure you 1 kept quite strictly te the most1
childlke topica; the sky, and the sea, and tihe four-
teen kinds of subtr-opical palnts growlng in the hotel
gardons-",

qI expect you spouted all their Latin uames.'
"I didn't, becatIse 1 havn't a notion 'wbat tbey are,-

and thon 1 weut on ta a short but omnprehensive dis-
cussion o! oui- local golf, tennis aud pigeon-shootiig
faeiities, adding a few well ehosen worda on grouse
prospects at home. 1 tell you, my dear, conversation-
ally, at ail events, the m~an's siniply an imbeelle."

E LEEIS voice was char and decisive. It
was lu fact ipossible for anyone bearing bier

te go on blleving ln Mr-. Dernier. Mr-.Denr
1hmef fçip'4 it se ImUpassible thst hi a

olgdte resert te desperate mnoauure. 1Iileen'e
,'oice h2d aroused hlmn frin a refreshiag sIoep In the

depths of a deck chair, thoughtfully placed by the
botel management (or possibly the hotel gardener)
in a leafy retreat, from wbich Eileen's own cbair
barred the egress. He bad yawued twhce loudly and
cougbed discreetly. Now ho got up, trying ta make
the sort of noises that a newiy awakened man may be
supposed 'to make, stretcbed biniseif laboriausly, and
pushed a lesurely way out.

Ail ight have been well If Inez had not become
,hysterical at the critical second, and gurgled. Mr.
Dermer turned and gave vent to a well shaped grin.

Ho was a very bi'g man, thin, but broad. His buhld
was a littie cluinsy, but there was nothing -more about
hlm to suggest stupidIty. *Thero was notblng
"pretty" about bts face, but it was clever, and strong,
and good-natured. Most people llked bum mmcd-
iately, though a good many were puzzled by hlm.

He toak off bis bat te Elleen.
"Halle, Miss Artbur-" be 'began, with a really ad-

mirable affectation of surprise. "This is a bit af luck!
Striking on al-
most tbe only
persan I know
ln tbe hotel-
at loast the
only person 1
k n ow worth
talking ta,"1 he
added twlnk-
ling.

Inez decIded
im mun e d lately
that, wbatever
bis conversa-
tional abilities -

Eileon was foi-ced ta go bacle 01 lier own jucdgineu
o! Mi-. Dernier. He quoted Swinburne, Marke Twain,
and Strindberg-witbout appearlng ta drag any o!
them iln-palned off tihi-e spontaiteous opigralus as
Shavian, and finally reduced Inez ta fits with a brio!
descriptive approciation -of his own journey from
Meutone ta Della Triuna ou a ton year ohd motor bi-
cycle, piurchased for five pol'nds at a blacksmitb's.
Ta describo an advouture lu the '"mechaulcal" class
without becomlug eltber techulasi, or a bai-o is a rare
and refreshlng aehievoiuent, wbicb seemed ta corne
easlly ta Mr-. Dernier.

A FTER about twonty minutes ho gat up, oxcused
îb iniself, tbanked the. ladies for their tolorationi

ef bis intrusion, and flnally turnod te Elleen and
said:

"I say, MiSs Arthur, they tell mne all sorts of thlngs
about you. It mnakes me quite afraid. I bear you're
most frlgbtfulhy choyer; took honours at Oxford, and
--andi ail that sort of thing."

"I oniy got a third,"1 said Elfleen, who bad no Idea
how te meet titis cowardly attache, cspeclally as she
was still just a littie ucrain ,whether it was an at-
tack or net. Mr-. Dorie went on placly.

"And thougb.Pi I'm afai li a st frihbtful duffer
mysel!, I would awfully liete have a chat witb prou
sanie tinte or otheron~ one or two more serious topies.
Say on-Syndicalis1m-or porhaps proportlopaa i-p-
roseiltation.

Eileen gaspod.
"O! course," add the tormentor, "you undorstand

I'mi nat muoh use at theso things mysel!. Never was,
somehow. But l'ni no end interesteti andi kosu on
learning. I always feel Wts the duty of a man who's

a bit of an ass, and knows it, to get taught all 1
about things when he meets cleverer people.
got quite a passion for clever people, in faCt.
tion of opposites, no doubt."

"I do not suiffer from any sucb attraction ni.
said Eileen, in lier most "Do go away-I've
use for you" tones.

Mr. Dermer turned on the smile again.
"Splenýdid!" he observed, oracularly, anid

away siowl1y to the company of the limae
flannelled on the lower terrace.

When hie was at last at a safe distance, Inez
out laughing.

"Well ?" demanded Elleen, with asperlty.
lWell , 1aughed Inez. "You've been ragge

dear, that's w'hat's happened to You. .And YOl
well deserve it, too. Tha>t man's as clever as~
and ever se much nicer. He had you simîplY Ol

darling."

"1 fail to see," returned Elleen, obstlfatelY,
he showed any signs of being clever. It's ]lot
to keep. -up a chatter lke that about commoLPh
currences. Lots of the world's most appalling
make a practice of it, and do it much better tl
dees. He was merely a great deal more gal
than iast nigbt. 1 very xnuch doubt now wh(
shall ever speak to the man again."1

"Rubbisb," sald Inez, with conviction. "rWb
silly thlng, you're just beglnning to get intere,
blm. And thlnk how the poor feilow neede edu
anyhow. And he appeaied to you sO .pathetie4

"I don't see that l'm called upon te educate
said Eileen.

"Me called on you hiniseif. Isfl't that enoua
"No; lit isn't nearly enough, and hie was e

impertinent; se, as I say, I siian't speak to h.ie3
uniess I'in actually forced."

s HE was nt actually forced. Mr. Derner c
~Jpress bis company on either ofthein a.gai

Eileen expline-d to Inez next day that Sb
hardly ignore ",the man" ýaltoget-her-wtboiut
'ing attention; especially as he was rapldly be,
the niest popular person staying at Della
He bad quite a phenomenal knack o! belng ex
lnterestedl In Whatever the person he was tall
seemed lnterested ln; and people generally th,
cameta regard bim as intelligent.

So Elleen did flot ignore hlm. It became rat
vious after a few days to everyone excePt
that ýsbe was golng out of her way flot te igneO

She hei-self oniy -admitted ber change of 1
gradually, beginning by confessing that be CO
bis day, play a respectable galne o! tennis. S
rather disgusted to find that Mr. Dernier had a]
things-had actuaily been ail the way to Af ric
it; and once sbe detested hlm cordlally for
thi-ce hours, when before a small but intereste
ence, he set her right over the peneti-ating c
of the type o! game rifle bullet she used
Other people's knowledge is onfly tolerable SO
il does not check us in our own subjects.

"Of course," she had sald, 11 don't know niur
these things-except fromn experlence."

Mi-. Dermer laughed.
«"A little knowÀedge ean be as dangerous a

thaot way as any other," ho answered, "if Y(
away at a rhinocerous ait tbat distance wltb
Jeffries' split, he'd take, as much notice of il
express armoured train, and be withhn twenùt
of -you before you could get In a second shOl

There followed the qulok Iaugh that miarks~
cient and unanswerablo score.

This one small dlscomfiture cballenged b0e
decided that she must get a public revenge 1
way or other. She -%as sure that if she C011
a general conversation on to some sucli toPic
Poor Law or the Pragniathc Sanction slie coul
hlm look the sort of idiot hoe professed to b
conversation at Della Triuna, when it becanie
was usually conflned to sport and the weatb
it was difficuit to divert it to thenies demandil
interests and an umderstandlug o! "educated"
In the meantime Mr-. Dernier went on Id
finding new and entertaining commeints te Il
sport and the weather.

When they met wlthout an audience, whbkJ
most astoundlng series of coincidences, tbeY È
increasIng frequency, hoe talked intellgeUtlY,
ne means iateflectually; yet tbere 'was alwaY
thing quizzlcal about bis commen,<s 'which
and exasperated lier.

If she had been just a shade Iess sure of 1
ground silo miglit bave suspectod hlm of attV
to patronize bier. But a girl w'ho lias Ionl
treated as an iu'tollectual eqiial ýby intellectual
rarely lhable te such quainis.

So for a f ew days she merely continued te ?2ý

and find him a very interesting study. Buit
thing she remaiued convinced-that Mr. D0i-r
not really clever, but merely a mian wilo 1

\about the world, and pioled up a, few >sta
(Continued on page 17.)


