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down, lie saw a smail white ewc wvitîî
a new-born lamb nlursing under hIl,.
flank. Here was his new realm pci)plcd
at once. Here were followers of Ilis
own kind. He stepped briskly do\wn
from his hillock and gracioushy accept.
ed the homage of the ewe, 'who snug.
gled up against him as if afraid at the
L.neliness and the comning on of night.
AU night ho slept beside the mother
and lier young, in the sheltered hllow,
and kept no watch because he feared
no foe. But the ewe kept watch, know.
ing well m'bat perils miglit steal upon
them in the dark.

As it dhanced, however, no midnigbt
prowler visited the summit nf Ring..
waak HllI, and the first of dawn found
the great ramn again at i. rus s of ob.
servation. Tt is possible that he bad
another motive besides bis interest in
the new, wonderful world. He iav
have expected the woedsman to fol]cN
and atteînpt lis recapture, and resolved
not to be taken unaivares. Whiatever
bis motive, lie kept bis post until the
sun was high above the horizon, and the
dew-wet woods gleanied as if sown with
jôwels. Tien lie came down and began
ta feed with the ewe, cropping the
short, thîn grass with quick bites and
finding it far more sweet than the
heavy growtbs of bis old pasture.

Late in the evening, wheu pasturing
was over for the time, the ram and the
littie ewe lay down ini the -1,Rde of a
steep rock, coxfortably chewing th*f
cud, xvhile the lamb slept at its
mother's aide. The ram, deep]y con-
tented, did not observe two gray-brown
stealthy forms creeping along the slope,
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nothing,-a thing wiil,to most ofh1s
k'ind, would hiave seeîned terrifying
rather than aIlurixig. But to him, with
that inherited wildness stirring in bis
blood, it seeînedthe thing to be craved
before ail else.

Presently they came to a iittle cold
spring, bubbling up beside the road and
tinkling over the stýeep bank.. The road
at this point ran along a hiliside, and
the siope bel.ow the road was clothed
with blueberry and other dense shrubs.
The backwoodsman was hot and-
thLirsty. Flinging aside his battered
L.at, lie dropped down on his hands and
1 nees beside the spring and touched
Lis lips to the water.

In tis pocsition, stili holding the rorte
in a flrm grasp, lie had his baek to -he
ram. Moreover, lie no longer looked
either formidable or commanding. The
ramn saw his chance. A curious change
came over lis mild, yellow eyes. They
reniainc1d yellow, indeed, but becanie
cold, sinister, and almost cruel in their
expression.

The baekwoodsman, as lie drank,
lield a tigl .- gujý on the rope. The
ram sptf1éZback sligbtly, till the rope
wvas /almost taut. Then lie launchied
Iimself forward. His movement was
propelled by, a gigantie spring. His
massive, broad-horned forehead struck
the stooping nman with terrific force.

With a grunt of pain and amaze-
ment the mnan shot sprawling over the
bank, and landed' haîf stunned, in 9
elump of bluelîerry bushes. Dazed and
furious, lie picked himself up, passed a
lheavy band across lis scratched,
smarting face, and turned to sec the

-Ie lept his P-t tili the stin was high above the horizon.,

rani disappen ring aincng thethets
above the rond. 1Ikii. dsappoîntnlient
so overcaîne bis wrathî thai lie.forgot
to exercise bis vigoi-otis h nckwoods vo-
cabulary, and restinied lus hoineward
way wvth bis liead fiffl of pains for the
recapture of bis prize.

The ramn, meanwhile, trniling the
Iength of the rope behind bimi, was
galloping rnndiv throrigh the wooIs.
He w'as intoxiested with bis freedom.
These rougît, 'wild, 1,onel.v places seern-
Pd to bim bis home. Witb ail bis love
for tbe wilderness, the instinct wbich
had led hiim to it wvas altogyether faulty
and incotuplete. It supplied bim with
iione of the needful forest lore. lie had
iio idea.of caution. Hie lad no inkling,
of fear. lie ad no conception of the
enemies that righut lurk in flikets or
liollow's. lie -%vent crashing abead as if
the green vorld beionged to bim, and
cared nt -who miglit hear the brave
sound .f bis going. Now and tten lie
stepped on the rope, and stunibled; but
thr.t ivas a sinall matter.

I'lrougb dark strips of forest, over
rock.v, tangicd spaces, across slopes of
hura-it barren, bis progresa xvas always
upwa rd, tînt il, hnving triversed several
swarnpv vains and slbndowvy ravines,
toward eveingiç lie cne ont upon the
empt 'v siiiiiiiîit of Tingwaak. On the
topmoç;t bilceock lie took bis stand
pr.ouidl. liq massive bead and broad,
curie(l hornus ini piendid relief against
the aliibwr S'kv.

As lie qtooul. r'ti~bis nexv renirn,
a IQw' bicot cawni..t ý1il ifrotu a su
tered bollow 1).\, anid, lookingÏ

from buish to roc, n nd from stunip
hilock. But the ewe, ever on the
watchi, prebelitly caughit sigi t of tuent,
and sprang to ber feet with a snort (J
terror. She knew well enough what a
lynx is. Yet for ah hber terror sIte bad

1n tbougbt of flight. Her larnb as
booyoun)g to flee, and she would stay

byit in face of any fate.
''lite rani got np utuore slow'ly, turned

his bead, and eved the stealthy strang-
ers tith grave curiosity. Curiosity,
however, chaiged into bostility as be
saw by the ewe's perturbation tbnt the
strangers were foes; and a sînister
gitter caime into the great gold eyes
wiltiiîsîone s0 brilliantly from blis
black face.

Seeing themscives discovered the two
lýhe threw aside their cunning and
riisled ravenously upon wbat thev coiint-
ed easy prey. They knew someihing of
lthe tinuorous bearts of sbeep, and had
lttie expectation of resistance. But
being, first of ail, bungry, rather than
angry, tbey preferred what seemed eas-
iest to get. It was upon the Iamb and
ewe that tbey sprwng, ignoring the ram
eontemptuously.

One tlîing whicb tiîev bad not reck-
oned witb, however, ,vas the telaper cf
the ewve. Before one fierce claw couid
r'eacli lier larnb, she lied butted ifs
assailaqnt so fiercelv in tbe flank tliat
lie forgot bis piirpose and turned ivithi
a snarl of rage to claw ber. Ms'
while. the other lynx, springing for lier
ro'ck, bad exnerieed the unexpec(ted.
TTc t.aq met lbx' Tule liglîtning charge of
!le rani, fair in the riLs, and huried
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