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4w&:- aï4 fiI' phares, I jumpcd
Spud aid, t. the chance -
Euperenoeand now-" Nowell

CI,,nued Jrom Bhot a. glance int<
Page 17thlic Comptrollcr'i

room then resubned,
eveni more serioualy, 'I've been thinking,
our potatoea won't be graded like thos<
in the store," with an empliatie move-
ment of earnings and expesses, "some of
.ôur-potatoes will be 80 smnall weIl lhave
to thiroie tbem out te the chickens---if ivî
have qPY tom-"

Palimer folded hie stamp sheets lei-
sure>y viie -ie spoke of gros. mis-
mnagement. Noeeu declaired that the
*"dte vas a hold-up. Burgis, work-

1 h* oflfside among per diem sheets, per-
ceived fhe group, and hurried ini te add
hie condemnation.

"It's in the. banda et capable men"
o6rkecte& Trçvor. "Tbere's neookcd.-
nams - t'a a mifrtune.'

r <'ross miacalculaf ion," drawied

"Look lier. " cried Noelcl, atepping
- - iu~s l Trevor's deïk and tapping it

wlhhie index linger, "in the firet place,
* *héa the. cemmttee banded te the pur-

chasing department the. requisition for
poe-e eed, prie.. bad gone up-then
tli*purehaslng dePa;;iliat referred if.
haek" peking raeidly and raising bie
vol., by the lime thie erder vas

<'Price., lad gene ap agein, ot course,"
eUPped bI Durant - dishurser of th.
tet»«aY'.-finances seven -heurs daily,
aIM& .ily tanner thi e àt of tetime),
Wbà Managed teglilde inveices t te

Mptroller while other men vere wai*.

vole et censure ea'the potalea sayn-,
estewusuggested b 'Palmer. Inter'

* mOlien vas volunteered byBurg*sthet
tl oontract had beeti let t o a Ciink« s a ublet il, te which Palmer sui-,

tehsé the. hink vas workiug iii
tiaestyle.

Soinset the beys went'eut and hoed.
By lite weyi TrevoL," sud NoveU. stared

<Do)<mt you remember at the meeting If
wo said fiat ve'd have te -go out Satur-
day afterxoons in the summer and bhec-.
yqu rememberl?' glaneing arouad, "said,
vliat goad exemcis-"P

"I dld""t know tMi after," argued
Trevor. Dh'@iftfly, Noweil scanned
the sleader bande- and manicured. inger-
nail# et lthe Comptroller's clerk.

-Tien a grumble came from NoeeU
bege ie h d net seua aie oetthe eom-;
milIe eout hoeisg. IL vas explaised,
hdwcer, thatt hey aU belonged te th.
tennis and rowlag clubs.

Suddenly, Burgis, who lived near the
race track, recollected hie vif. iad bcen
liuying petalees evey eek front a
Cliýnk who lqld ber that lie dug theni
off 'a Patch near the raca track.

Tiet reminded Ptimier of something.
One et tbe boys, mot a sbareholder, lied
scea semeone digglag apuda close te the
race track one Sfurday and mentionei
it wlien lic beard Palmer talking'about
potatees. Upon bcing questiesed, lie
seidt "Cerne te think of it, tic man
looked like a Chink."

October elmost gene! Trevor vas get-
ting interested in lie potato crop on
account of Mrs. Trevor's frequent lu-
quiries.

Paf Scolly, etflthe Audit department,
had becs aaked teo il upon a certain
widow living in the viinity of the race
treck. She was reputet. to bic holding a
stock of pofatces, an absormal stock

* considering that neyer before lied she
bees known to have.a stock et anything.

¶ Just a,. Trevor vas wondering if Scolly
lied secslher. Scolly pessed lhe door.
Trevor beekoned te him.

"Wliat about the widow and lie pota-
tos"egerly, "Did you ceil on lier?"

"lY., I saw thirty or forty sackaot
potatoes in lier one-rooni sliack." Ina-
tuItion guided Noeeu into ftic room in
time te heer the lest words. "0f course,
I vesn't ungallant enough to count
tliem."

Nowell dernanded te know wyhere abc
gel the potatoe. Scolly shrugged bis
sboulders, saying, there vas sot a pots-
fo pateh near exeept theirs.

"()f onrqe. ve wouldn't mnd lher
- fr e tn sacks," coîninentcd

'-fortv-thiat'%---

Mcaniwhilb ?almer entercd, and sliv
ing bie banda info his peekets, fouxid a
leasing place egainst e file cabinet.

In view ef. the vidow's circurnatances,
Scolly hinf.d thet if miglit be considfered
unchivaîrous te. botier the old girl. H-is
attitude tovard the poor and simple
,%vidow was etidorseit by Palmer, but not
by NoWell, who objected that vuen tlîey
went isto fthc potete business fhey did
flot know it vas-a philanthropie sehieme.
"I hope shlell chioke if she eats any of
my ptetoe," Noweli concluded vicious-

ly Leing esquiringly fr.om one te tbe
other, Trevor intimaecd thaf he uflder-
stood fthe committee bad given a Cbink
tes saeke ef potafees to veteli the
pateli. This was confirmed by Scolly,
who believed thal flic questify bargained
for vas twenty secks.

towell. forced a laugh adamte
tiet b. had plenned te sdil potatocs te
somc of -the employee net fortunate
enougi le o, be hrebolders. ,Scolly ad-
vised fliat his vife lied offered potelees
te al ber neigibors. Palmer merety
ioped tfiat tlicy vere net trying te leke
evay tflaind, ini case tihe ed office

'hould beer of if.
"'By tIie vay, I looked li et pur city

freigit sheds," said Scolly, dipping into
hie peeket.'II counted two hundred, ne
-"ý consulting a jnemorandum book,
"tvo hiidred and five seeks from lie
race track. They say silty or s-evenfy
sackis comisg in trom tbe oflier pe;tch'."

"Well, it's ail experience," rcmarked
-Trevor, "v. - enly get vbat's coming -te
us, inludisg experiexice" '-

,Ukçd by Trevor if any offilcial, infor-
imation ha been given out at the recent
comxittee--meeting, Nowell frowned and
said that in reply o a question as to how
xnany potatoes there should be, the chair-
man bad stated frankly he wass fot pre-
pared with figures..

"Talking about those Epue? ueried
Durant, burstng in wit a ý u2ch of
invoices and stepping up to the peephole.

"Why didn't they ask somebody who
knew something about farming? 'de-
manded Durant umexpectedly, for he sel-
dom had time to join ini the potato
conferences. "I could have told thein
that that land uhould bave been worked
six montha before it waa planted," lie
continued. "The two acre patch was sour,

a 'yay"stiding te the Comptroiler's
doo, ten toppmp short.

"Tqsix acres la m the-midst of a well
known Chink neighborhoodý" resumed
Durant. "Another tbing, the potatoea
ane being turned up-turned up with a
plow insteadofbe du " flourùiing
"Rush" invoices,, "~t ok f it-turned u,p

with a plow-that s only donse when there s
shertage of labor. Woras yet " with a
wise look, "the petatees axe Lemi put
rightin the sacks, not laid on the ground
te dry--they'il ail rot if yeu don%~ spread".,

SNowefl mterupted to tell how t he boys
in the payrofldepartment had g6neto a
fart» et Trentville on Saturday and .dug
potatoesfor two hours, id thýesacks tagge
and loaded before five o'clock, and the
comriany charged a minimum freight of
thirty-flive cents or flfteen cents a sack.

Stralghtway, Durant reported that the
Purchasing deprmnt lid bought for

Beauty spot near Arden, Manitoba

Burgis tessed e sicet on'te Trevor's,
d esk a few days leter., "Sey, Herb," lic
cricit, "what do you know about Ihef ?'t

Aloud Trevor reed e note - dated
November 6ti, advising that flic corn-
mittee hed decided le refund the money
te those wbo hed mede tflifrst pay-
ment only os their pofato. shares.
Trevor stared et Burgis, who eskèd hili
if lie- had, made ielslst paym ent, and
lic nodded affirinatively.

"GSel I'M -glad I dids't. Severel of
fthc boys got a refufid, end," with à
clkuckle, "new ve'rc going te buy Belle-
vuepotetoes et a dollar seventy-flvc
cents e sack delivered." With this, Bur-
gis tlirew abeerning glance.at fthe Comp-
troller'a cierk and pranced eut.

To flic mailing boy waiting for
stamps, Trevor observed, good naturedly,
"Well, if ve're sot making money, ve're
gctting experience."-

Hands in pockefs, Palrner sauntercd
int flic rcom. "Firet of November.
Ouglit te lie geftisg our potatoe pretfy
soon, eh, Herb ?"

Trevor replied'thaf lie vould b. glad
te sec hie,. Palmer thotight they oughit
te be gpooa, tbey lied been in tl. certli
-og enoli. -Leighton passed fhrough.

Closely folloving hirn vas Noveli, vho
sfopped et. Trevor's desk te wlîisper,
"Quarterly meeting ef lh. association
vas to have been held next Saturday,
but if's poBfponed until the potatoe are
deivered. Social club going to give e
dance Insteaed."

the company's campes elected pofatoeswholesale et twenty-four dollars a ton
delivered.

"Coulit have got thern for e dollar a
sack delivereit if they'd bouglit of thc
farmers," Snappcd Noweil.

Treor topeitany quibbling by hie
quiet remark, -We're gefting experience,"

On the mçrning of November seventh
interest in the potate situation,- was
feveriali. la alpliabetical enter, deuvery
cf flic potatoes lid begun.

Trevoet ook fTrt» LicComptroller'a
fteno rher a fypewritten stafement
héaaa dCost of livring" while lie asked if
she hait got lier Potatoe.

"Potatoes! she eieclaimed scornfuhly,'
"W. got tve seeka for fiVe shares. Seeka
tied i he limiddle, flic bottomsfflled with
dirt. One of flic sacks gave way when the

mawas faking if in flic back yard."
Reaching the door she furned ast cried,
"Rotten-absoluteiy rotteni."

Af noon Trevor waited for a car. A-
cross flic Street, in front.of Sxith's market,
stoot a bulletin board. Ponderingly,
Trever fbllowed thec words, which seerned
needlessly conspicuotis, "Choice Bellevue
Potafoc, 1.75 a sack, delivered."

Outsietei Comptroller's offire stood a
grou f mes refurned from lunch.

" leiax's men won't deliver any
more poethey're gctting so much

abs rm the women," snickered Burgis,
slapping his knee.

Trevor sfuck his hands behind )lis
back ast looket thoughtful.

"On. of flic boys who had eighit shares-
tbey teliveret hirna 4swk an]-itilalif for

tbree sacks,'~ tittered 'NowVell,
exploding., jto laughter, "bis wjt, 'o
atter the man-"

S Scoliy flnislied the sentence. ,j
asked the fellow wlio took them jiii :.ow
many potatoea he was getting fo~r his
shares, anidlie said 'Thank God, zm1(Lýjm,
Ihavent any shares."
it seemed impossible to settie dowil to

the afternoon's work before compa ring
notes about the latest potato deliveries.

Palmer poked hie head into Trevor'.
room, and indicating a two-pound package
of rice bought for Mrs. Trevor, inquirea
"Are th*s yu potatoes, Hierb'? Upoeî
seeing %tat Noweil and Burgis were there,
li. came inside, and reported that hc had
received. two sacks of potatoe tops and
dirt for bis six shir~
.. Immcdiately, NoWei told« how he had

dumped into the prbage can the only-
sack of so-called potatees that had yet
been left at bis house. He intiniated
,that be did not care if tliey neyer lef t
an; ymore.

For the seventh time Burgis repeated
a rumour that Scoily was frito go home
since tbe potatoes liad been delivereJ.
Trevor plioned to the city freight yards
and inquired wlien bis potatoce would
be dclivered. Needliam advised tbiat bis
men coul not reach the "T" deliveries
till the ncxt day.

"'It's3 a gamble," declared Trevor,
stretcbing bis legs underscath the desk.
"If potatoes were selling for four dollars
a sack,y ou fellows would be tickled- to
deatb. B ut," he added, with a glow of
entiusiapxn, '<we're getting experience."p

Next morning, Trevor le ft home early.
"To se about the poats" he explained
o bis wife. At the company's freigbt
y'ards, he mnterviewed Needbam, wlio liai
charge of the potato deliveries; thence
he burried to, Smith's market.

Mms Trevor was more anixnated tban
usual wlien- she welcomed lier husband
that evening.

"The potatoes have jut corne,- Herb,"
she exclairned delightely. '<Six sackâ-
heuYre iuft fine-big and smootb. Corne

After -dinner, Trevor repeated to biq,
wife a conversation lie hait had with
Comptroller Leigliton before lcaving the
office. As a result, the couple spent tbe
evenmng planning for the future.

The followig morning Palmer wander-
cd into Trevor'. offlice from force of habit.
"Got your potatoes, Herb?" lie askcd.

"His potatoesl" blurted out Nowell,
who followed close on Palmer'. beels.
'Say, Scolly was down to, the freight

yrs-came across a couple of sacks
irbeled 'Clifford Seymore Orplianage,'
and," slowly and emphaticallýr, "lie found
tliey were Trevor's potatoe.'

"Well, Herb, how about the potatoesituatioa'?' inquired Durant, buatlisg out
from the Comptroller's oflce.:

Mechanicaily, Trevor'. Penl dippc4 into
the inkwell, and mechanieaflv th e super-
fluity of ink spattercd on the floor. Lean-ing back Trevor srlilingly surveyed the
mxen, and answered, "Oh, ît's cured me-
anyway for a whiiLeof back to the land."

Bubbling over,- Duranlt could wait no
longer. "I've just asked for the rest of,
my holidays-I'm going tt move on to
my new plâce," lie announceit with un-
mistakeable, plide, "'y.v traded my lots
for two acres on the isterurban lime."

"Well, you must admit we'rc al getting
experience," contended tlic Comptroller'

SHEE WAS SHOPPING
A lady bat bees sitting in a fur nUe

shop for nearly two heurs inspecting the
stock of linoleums, says flic Chicage
Journal. ]Roll affer roll flic perapiring
assistant brouglif eut, but stili sic
seemed dissatisfied. - From ber dresa lie
judged lier te be a person of weeltli, and
thoirght if iikely lihat s-be *ould have a
good order to0give. Vihen ait lest hcolied
shoý'n her the lest rell,.lhe paused ini
despair.

"I'rn' very sorry, madam," lie saitftp(ooetially, "but if you eould weif 1
COiII( get some more pieces from the fac-
tory. Can yoC'call again V"

The prospective customer gathered-her
h"'ong. ings together ad rose froin the

'Yes, dio" ah. said, viti a gracious
s-mie, "and isk tiem te send you seme
with very smail dcsigns, sùàiteble for
put.ting in tfhe boffomn of a eMaen's
cage."


