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thse discovery was made lie was down
with fever," lie added.

"And lie kuew nothing?"
"Nothing."1
Amber opened his baud and aliow-

ed thse four pebbles to slip on to the
table.

"And yet lie liad titese," lie said.
"What are tliey to do with it?" ask-

ed Whitey.
Amber smiled.
"Nothing," lie said, Ilexcept that

tisese are diamonds."

CHAPTER XV.

In the Bed of the River.

I T was a fortunate circumstance that
withln. tisree days twe homeward

bound ships called at tise little coast
town wisere thse Commissioner for tise
Alebi district made hie headquarters.
Fortunate, for it allowed Lambaîre
and Whitey to travel liomeward bY
one slp, and Cyntisia Sutton by tise
otiser. Amber went to tise beach
wbere tise iseavy surf boat waIted-to
see lier off.

<"I ouglit to le taking my ticket
wtth you," lie sald, "or better still fol-
10w yen secretiy, so tliat wlen you
sIt dowu to dinner to-niglt-entar
Amber lu full kit surprise of lady-
curtain."

Sise stood watclIng hMn curiously.
Tise beat of tise coast liad made lier
face witer and fluer drawn. Sise was
in Amber's eyes tise most beautiful
womau lie isad ever seen. Tisougis lic
could Jest, lis heart was heavy
enougli for tears.

III wlis you would corne," se said
simply, and lie knew lier lieart at tit
moment.

"l'1l stay." He took ber liand Iu
botis of lis. "Tliere's a chsance,
tiougis It les a faint one, that your
brotiser Is alive. Sanders says tisere
le no doubt tisat tliose men left hlm
to die-there la no proof tisat lie Is
dead. ,I shall stay long enougli to
convince myself one way or tise
otiser."

Tise boat was ,ready uow, and
Amber was discretely watching tise
steamer that lay anchored a mile
from shore in four fathoms of water.

"Au revoir," ase said, and lier llp
trembled.

Amber iseld out bis arma to lier,
and site came to iim. witliout fear. He
held lier tIglit for tise space of a few
seconds, and sise liftel lier face to
bis.

"Au revoir, my love," lie wlIispered,
and kIssed ber lips.

* a

Amber left tise next rnornIug for
tise Alebi, and wItis bina went AbIboo,
a tacîturn sergeant of Houssas ani1
Sanders' rIglit-liand -an.

It was a convenitional African
journey Inte tise bush.

Tise monotonY of hot marches by
day, of breatbless liumming niglits,
of village palavers, of sudden tropical
storma wisere 10w lyiug yellow clouds
came tumbllng and swirllng . acros
tise swaylng treetops, and vivid lîglit-
nîngs fiickered IncessantlY througb
tise blue-dark forest.

STise party followed tise beatea
tracli whlcis led from village to vil-
lage, and at each little communlty lu-
quiries were made, but no0 whsite man
lad been seen Oince Lambaire and
Whitey isad passed.

On tise twenty-eigltis day of tis
marcis, thse expedition reacised thse
place'wisere Lambaîre liad said Sut-
ton died. Here, lu accordance witis
is plans Amnber establlsled some-
thing of a permanent camp.

Accompanfled by Ablboo ho Inspect-
ed tise spot where tise bandkerchief
and diamonds lad been found and tise
depressioli wliere tise "grave" lad
been located.

"Master," sald Abiboo, "It was isere
that a isole had been dug."

111 see no isole," satd Aiaber. H1e
spolie ln Arable: there was a time
wisen Captain Ambrose Glrey isad beau
a secretary of legation, and lis
ltncrwledge of Arable was a working
one.

Ani examination of thse ground
slowed tise depressiofl te be thse drled
bed of a watercoul'58. Ambex' ex-
plored It for a mile In1 eltiser direc-
tion witisout dlscovei'l1g any sign of
thse opeuhllg whiois Âbiboo lad led hlm
te expect. In some Places lt was
overgrewn wlth a thlel tangi.. of

elephaut grass and a variety o! wild
brambie which la fouud lu Africani
forests.

"Water lias been here," said
Ablboo, "but cala cala," whicli means
long ago.

Tise fact that tise grave had disap-
peared proved nothing. Tise heavy
raina whicli they had experienced on
tise mardli would have been suificient
to wasli down tise debris and tiseloose
earth which isad stood about tise isole.

For tliree weeks Amber pursue4
ls Investigations. From tise camp

lie sent messengers to every village
within a radius of ifty miles, wltliout
finding any trace of Sutton.

Regretfully lie decided to give up
tise searcis; two of lis carriers had
gone down with beri-beri, and tise
rainy season was getting nearer and
nearer. Worse tisan tisis tise IsIs-
Alebi folk-were restless. Hle had
liad advice of crucifixions and dancea,
and Sauders isad sent lim six more
soldiers to strengtlien bis escort.

Tise occasional storms liad been fol-
lowed by Irregular downpours, and lie
himself isad had an attack of foyer.

"I1 will stay two more days," lie
told Abiboo, "If by then I find nots-
ing, we strike camp."

Tisat niglit, as lie sat lu bis tent
wrIing a letter to Cynthia, there came
a summons from Abiboo.

"Master," aaid tise Houssa, "one of
my men las iseard a sisot."

Amber slipped on is jacket and
stepped out of tise tent.

"Wliere-Iu wliat direction ?" lie
asked. It was pitch dark, and a gentie
drIzzle of ramn was falling.

"lTowards tise east," said tise native.
Amber returned to tise tenit for lis

electric lamp and ,togetiser tliey
stood llstening.

Far away they iseard a noise lilte
that made by a cat lu pain; tise long
isowls came faintly lu tiseir direction.

"lTiat ls a wounded leopard," said
Abiboo, Amber was thinklng rapidly.
Save for tise gentie murmur of main
tisere was no sound lu tise forest. It
was certainly not tise niglit for a
leopard to advertise bis presence.

"If tisere Is a whiite man lu tise
forest," said Amber, "ihe would corne
for tisis." H1e slpped lis revolver
from lis pocket and fired two sisots
lu tise air. He walted, but there came
no0 answer. At intervals of isalf a
minute lie emptied tise cliambers of
tise weapon witliout ellcltlng anv re-
ply.

For tise greater part of an ieour
Amber remained llstening. Tise cries
of tise leopard-if leopard it was-liad
died dowu te a whIsmper and baad
ceased. Tisere was notiig te be
gaiued by a searcl tisat night but as
80011 as dayllglit came, Amber rnoved
out witis two Houssa guards 'and
Abiboo.

It was uo liglit task tise Party laîl
set itself, to beat six square miles of
forest,.where sapllng and tree were
laced togetiser wltis rope upon rope
of vegetation. It was well Into tise
afternoon wlien Abiboo found tise
spoor of a wild beast.

Following It tisey came to flecks
of dried blood. It might lave been
-as Amber reallzed-tbe blood of an.
animal, wounided by anotiser. Haîf
an liour's 'traillng brouglit tisem to a
lîttIe clearing, where stretclied at tise
foot of a tree ILY tise leopard, dead
and stIff.

"HI'm," said Amber, and walked up
te ItL Tisera was no0 sigu of tise
laceration wisicli marks tise beast
wouniled lu figlit.
"Turn It over."
Tise men obeyed, and Amber wliistl-

ed. Tisere was an indisputable bullet
wound beliind tise le! t sisoulder.

Amber kuelt dowu, and with lis
isuutiug knif e eut down lu searcs of
tise builet. He found It after a long
searcis and brougît it to liglit. It was
a flattened Webley revolver bullet.
H1e went bacli te camp lu a tisouglitfu-l
mood tisat nigît.

If It was Sutton's revolver, wlere
was Sutton? Wisy did lie hide isimself
In tise foreat? Hae lad otiser prois-
lems te settle te bis satisfaction, but
these two were uppermnost lu lis
mlnd.

Tise day lad been a fine one, and
tise customary sterrn lad net event-
uateâ. A beautiful moonligît night
liad followed tise most glorlous of
sunsets. it was suchl a night as only
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