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T HIS Monocle of mine is made o! Canadian glass.And there is no better iu the world. It is as
clear as crystal-usually. But, of late, I have

begrun to distrust it. Some most extraorin rydstr
tions have been appearing through it uccasionally ; and,
even when I take it off and mub it, they will not always
disappear-unless 1 look in somne other direction. For
instance, 1 have got so that I sixnply dare aot turu it ou
thiat estimable constitutional offi cial, the Governor-
General, Now the governor is aIl right. Everybody
knows that. Hie is deeply iuterested lu us and our do-
inestie movements ; for which wý,e are ail deeply grate-
fui, lu acetivity for our good, he lias only been beaten
lby Lady Aberdeen ; and nu inere mani could expeet to
keepi upl witli that sp)lenid womian who, had ail the pres-
tige of Vc-oylyand noue of its dutties. Yet do you
know-anid 1 hope *you will treat this, reveleation as' con-
fidential-that wheni this pesky Monocle of mine gets
Lord GreyN before it, the firmnly nxarked fines of the Con-
stitutionit Go\eruor begin t(u waver. The Constitution
-that biwark of our libe(rties-that refuge of every
perplexed polit ici an -behiaves itself like a dissolving view.

Now this bothers me; for 1 have hitherto trusted lu
the Monocle. What eau it: ail mean ? Yet-be( the cause
what it may-l cannot for the life of meu always discern
the Couistituitional ouitiines o! the Gubernatorial office.
They will dissolvec inito mist-say, about the timie the
(;ollern<r-Generitl goes down to New York to n1ake a
speech-anTd ail 1 tani see is a veury excellent and admir-
able Britisli nobleiuan wlio wrsthe air o!f a inau serv-
ing limperiail initerusts as hie sues themn lu an ouitinig
corner of IlisMsvs doiniions. Nowv, of course,
ûevbryhdy ktiows that tht Ctnveriir-Genernl is a consti.
tutionial Goenomd lis nio officiai opinions except
those wliich are supplied lini byý lis constituttional ad-
,lisers, the Fcdera Mliiiisturs. Me lias no business, what-
e\ver, for examiipie, to iinfeel the setteieent of auyv
qiuestions iu dispute hetween this counttry and the
United States. That is enttirely the buisiness of his
M inistters. lie xnuist confiner hiseif to saying whiat
they put iii his niioth, anid saigit whien they tl hilm
to dIo su, Andç, o!f course, that tiiust bie what lie is
doinig. My M\(toocle nleeds re-griindlutg.

Or perhaps it lias got out of locus trying to watcli
tht gamie (if "c-ross tag" which has bwen going on bc-
tween Secre&ary R oot and the two rnost promninent
B3ritishers on this C'ontiniet-IEaýrl Grey and Mýr. Bryce.
Tbery have, been ejoyNilg aily gaine of it ; bu1t I Cani-
nô(lt qteget ovrthu apprehiension that poor littie
Caniadat will be lit- whent the gamie is over. There is no
ulse preteniding to urele that we are so important
that ai couple of Biritisli rep)resetativ-es-I ulse the word
"l3ritish" in the restricted sense o! liritisli Islanider-and
the Ainiricant Gv netCainnot SUcceed iii jockeying uis
into) a position where we will slmiply hav-e to lose the
race. MWe wure mail clear throuigl, from Laurier to the
Caniadian Clb, ien Lord Alversýtone gave away a bit
of our territory in the West ; but what could w. do
about it ? Tht tiint for Canada ta put a stop ta a re-
petition of that episode la before we get cauglit ilu the
warin clasp) of 1"the biauds acros% the sea"-not after-
ward.

Did y ou notice how they reacdhed ont for Your iUnele
Sir William Muilock when tliey got into real trouble in
the coal regions lu the West ? They liad to get a miani
wvhoin the coal miners would trusýt; and Sir William
provýed to bie the inaiii Al o! whlvh gocs ta show that
Sir Williami was not wasting bis tire during those ar-
duonus and oft-criticised years when lie was establishing
a Departnient o! Labour -ind working in bis quiet way
for the iabourlug mnan. [t lias lways seetned to mue to
be a thonsand pities that Sir Williami was permitted ta
retire from the Federal Governuient. It may have been
true that has health would flot permit him to go through

ail the drudgery entailed iu the management of a de-
par'meÙt ; but hie certainly has had enougli health to
play his part as a member of the Government and to
exert an influence upon the progressive policy of his
party. There are plenty of pretty good departmental
men in Parliament who couid have taken over the post
office;- but there was oniy one Mulock who had the
creative mimd, the daring optimism and the confidence
of the people.

Moreover, Ontario needs a leader in the Cabinet. No
one will pretend that it has one now. Cartwrigrht and
Scott are magnificent, but they are too old for war.
Aylesworth is learniug his trade; but a ?Parliamientary
leader cannot be improvised even fromn the political sec-
tion of the bar. ' Paterson is an excellent Minister of
Customns and a good Christian ; but he is not a political
leader of genins and prestige. Mulock is the one hopeful
mani we have had since David Milîs died ; and he has
been perxnitted to retire because lie was not equal to the
duties of a first-class clerk. Trhe truth is that there is
flot a strong mnan iu the Liberal Parliamientary Party
to-day west of the Ottawa River ; and only two East
of lt-if we put Bourassa lu the class of spring sprouts.
Now this is no way for a Government party to leave
itself. It would bein real danger if the census of strong
men lu the Opposition part-y were anyý larger. But there,
my Monocle is plavîng me false again. 1 cannot even
see that it is as large.

W.re Fond of CatsO Fthe millions of people who have a kindly pro-
pensity toward cats, few probably, have any içita
how mnuch iniglit be written about their pets

from the side flot a.Ione of human association but of dis-
tinguished companionship. A French writer who has
been devoting himseif to this aspect o! pussy's history
brîngs together quite an împosing list of great names of
both sexes as loyers of the cat tribe. That tabby al-
ways faîls on lier feet, like somte careless bipeds, is a
proverb, but not inany, perhaps, have heard/ that this
enviable faculty is a miraculous privilege bestowed by
Mohamnmed. Richelieu, it seemns, kept twenty cats;
Tasso had the "fancy," and mnerely to mention Baude-
laire, Chateaubriand, ,Victor Hugo, Beranger and Mau-
passant, one aliuost regrets to learu that Petrarcli, after
so far departimg from the spiritual tone of bis sonnets
to Lauira as to hall cherish thouglits of suicide on lier
deatli, finally found consolation in the caress of a cat,
whose skeleton may stili be seen in the inuseuru at
P'adua.-London Globe.
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