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She came in, ber cheeks flusbed h

Y, ber eyes dark with exciternent. fe
wind bad blown li.ttie wisps of
under ber f ur cap, and shre put

nds to smootb her.tdisordered
1,e looked young, almost girlisb, f

~d in f ront of the small mîrror

9g betwveen thc windows, but t]

.aw that it was nervousness, flotb
,at kept ber fussing over ber ap- f

es

1look less like a wild woman,"1
~turning to-face bim.

ned forward a chair, and she
'it graefully. She was suddenly

1ysically as well as morally, for
e sat in bis room she had not re-

e srain of berlong struggle. i t
ea relief to get the matter

out between the. Her begin-

sabrupt.
Shave faught me to srengben my

, .u have taugbt me to exercise my
eNow, what will you do for my

a have don warong, according to
le; I have been a brigand in love,

I: amrnfot repentant-I am. only
bearing my false burden atone."
think it wi l make whings asier
sonfide in me?"

e so am going to tel you the.
f a voman wto led a colorless life

t certain point. Then chance threw
ent's happiness. into her path, and
ned ber arms to iu.p-
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long time after she had finished ber
ùoring sat and sared into thcofire,
I for Hoffman's verdict.
him her tale had been a great sur-

Hie nad been sure that it wasier
en trouble whicb drove her to him;

grasped the fact that she had neyer

ved her husband, and that perhaps some
:her man's image filled her -heart; but
at, being legally married to the father of
r child, she could plan such an elaborate
rheme of deception for his sake was *,as-
unding. Here was an example of that
re love that gives all, even to renuncia-
on. Having convinced herself that an
tablishment of her claim would lead to
s disgrace, she had resolved upon a sac-
fice that would keep his naine stainless.
[offman saw that she gloried in her abil-
y to give this supreme test of her love.
Not what I want, but what is best for

im," she said, and her face softened as

rhe said it. She woul..devote the rest of

er life to the little one whose coming was

o be her recompense. Ah, yes, she suf-

ered now, but surely in time her pain

would be less, and Redding's memory

would become a gentle sorrow, not an ache.

The question of Agnes-whether it was

air to her to let her occupy a position not

.egally hers, never occurred to Loring,
though it did to Hoffman-not only then,

but later, when the tangled lives of the

three crossed again. But it was not coun-

sel she asked for; it was sympathy. She

had confessed, not because she felt in need

of advice, but because her secret cast a

shadow of restraint over the most perfect

friendship of her life, and before the hour

of her trial came she wished to clear up

the mystery between them. Ethically, he

might disapprove of her action, might say
it was quixotic, but in his heart he would

understand, for this was the sort of a

tdingdehimself was capable of. As she

revealed more and more of her inmost

thought, as she let him peer into the dim

recess where she had stored lier romance,

re saw the heart hunger of the woman,

and realizd that if she had adopted a

predatoryzcourse in satisfying an underly-

ing need of her nature, it was because that

nature was an unusual one. The question

in ber eyes was not: "What do you think

of My story?" but "Will you take your

frindshipfrom me because I am living

that hing wich you abhor, a lie ?" And

it has this appeal which he answered.

When be spoke it was not to criticise, but

to give her the sympathy she craved.

Gravely he counseled her to letH er grief

add to her spiritual nature. the lage
charity made hlm pity ber for the f aise
chtuation mae was creating for herself; he
s;ituation she was bl. ol cm fi
foresaw that trouble would corne of it

sooner or latertand he set himself to the

task of prcparing her to meet it.

tYou won t let this make any differ-
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