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MASTER-MINDS Of MEDICINE: 11-THOMAS SYDENIAM,
TH1E 1ENGLISII IIIPPOCRATES (1624-1689>.

Bv WILLIAM J. FiscHFR, M.D.,~ WATER<LOO, ONT.
Author of" "Sngs by the Wayside..

"As long as Almighty God shall give melife, 1 shalistill press forward 'to my avowed end of doing all thegood 1 cari ir my calling'-Tho,a .S>ydeniamn.

Medicine is a practicalscience, and there are two open roïadsthat lead greatthinking minds to a better understanditng of it.Every doctor, in his daily routine workç, cornes upon these pleas-ant places, and recognizes the two strong currents of thouightthat tend to; the perfection of a science which lias muade wonder-fui strîdes in advancement in past centuries and the present;currents of thouglit at once vital and imxportant-the one scienl-tific, the ôther practical, but both necessary to the solving ofproblenis of 'real 'benefit to the great, tlirobbing hunianity abo)utus. We have, then, two schools ini medicine-the scienltificscliool, of whicli William Harvey was the founder, an'd the prac-ticai, or ciînical, school represented by Thomas Sydenhamu." The great ment of Sydenhami," writes one, " was to pro-dlaim the great truth that science was, is, and always must betinconiplete ; and ýthat danger lurks in the natural tendency to actupon. it, as if it were complete. The practical mani las to lieguided not only by positive knowledge, but by much that is i m-~perfectly known. H1e must listen to the hints of nature as welas to lier clear utterances. To combine then niay lie difficuitbut the difficulty is solved in minor mnatters by the faouîitv c.-liedjconunon sense ; in greater affairs, by tlie syntlietic power ofGenîus."
Thomas Sydenhami, then, the Englisli Hippocrates, as hie issometimes called, occupies a unique place in the history of mledi-cine. In the words of Horace,-"me,2jicus in omne aevumn ri(-bilis "-ie was a'physician famous for ail time. Dr. JohnBrown, tbe essayist, calis hi " the prince of practical physi-clans ;" and it is said that Boerliaave, one of the miost emiinentteacbers ëf inediine in EuroPe, neyer n-wntjoned Sydenhiarnwitbout takinig off bis bat as a sign of respect and adiniration.


