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Mot light o'er the hills Is breaking,
A.mild and a pensive fight ;
And the muon her tranquil course is taxing
Amongat the stars of night.
Ier snowy light is streaming
On meadow, cliff, and treo:
But'a lovelier brow is beaning
A dearer light on me.

The moonlight swaods araund me
Are whispering lancies dear ;
But'n dearer churm has found me,
A softer voice I hear.
There's bliss from the heavens descending,
On the enrth is houndless glee :
But atorm by mine attending
1% eurth, is heaven to me.
Ricnano HowiTT.

SKETCHES OF YODUNG LADIES.

N eSS

HE-YOUNG LADY WHO IS ENGAGED.

‘Bome of our readers 1nay be surprised that we consider the fuct
of un engagement as sufficient to establish a young lady under un
* ontirely now- head of classification. Dut those who, like ourselves,
nre acquainted with the fairsex in a philosophical misnner, must
be well aware that, no sooner is a young lady engaged, than the
“¥ory-next second she is an altered being.  We might almost say
that she-cesses to preserve her identity ; for, by this simple pro-
* eess, we have known the romuntic young ludy become sensible,
the busy voung lady become diligent, and the matter-of-fuct
young Jady beeome romantic. :

It is to no purpose that we have philosophised and re-philoso-
phiscd upon the cuuse of this sudden change. Soumctimes we
have thought that all young ladics, without exception,
bypucrites, and intentionally deceive the world in respect of their
true characters, until they become engaged. But this hypothesix
wa wero compelled to give upl as incompatible with the acknow-
ledged amiability of the fair sex. Then we couceived the possi-
'-vbilily of every young Indy leading a sort of chrysalis life, and
“mltering, by a parjicular regulation of nature, inta varions forms
of character agccording to the various eras of young-lady life. Thus,
before sho comes out, sheis o meve chrysalis ; after she conies
out, agay butterfly ; und when she is engaged, a sober moth.

But even this position wag untenable, when we considered that
. whereas the butterfly undergoes fived changes,

young ladies are altogether, without regulurity, and cannot be
Other hypotheses we at-

must he

cqunted .upon as any- thing certain.
témpted,.but none would explain the difliculty ; so at last we re-
linguished the attempt for some future philosopher.

But, to return from this digression, we now proceed to show
bow you mny S:ulisfy yourself that a yoeouy ludy is engaged or
not.

third of which you muy fairly believe, especial’y it your sisters
have heard it from the ladies'-mnid while she was < doing™
Lair.  When you have fully and philosoplially established i
your mind what quantum of heliel the report deserves, you ni)
procecd to work, without delay, by payinga visit boldly at the
When you kuock,

their

house where lives the young lady lLerself. |
mind that you knock softly. *¢ Is any one at home?
of John ns he opens the deor.  ** Ouly Aliss Siys
'john, with u knowing side-wink u&lhc eyu not meant, of course,
for you to see. The next moment you aro shown slap into the
Jdrawing-room, and there you find Miss Higgins and Mr. Brown,
" aitling opposite one another at each side of the fire. Here
nnplitosephical iutelleet would jump at once to the chnelusion
that the report of their engagement is correct. 1 trust that your
mind is too logical to be so hasty. At a single glance, like o great
general, you mark their position, particolarly observing whether
the chairs sppear to have been burriedly separated at your ap-
These observations I shall suppose you to make while
It depends now en-

" you ask

Higmins, Sir,”’

HH

proach,
walking {rom the door up to the fire-place.
tirely on your own management whether your futare manauvres
shalli advance you a siep in your line of evidence. Much, of
course, must be lelt o circamstances, and much to your own
Some persons, of a coarse intellect, would ery
here '’ and observe

pecaliar genius.
oatat once, ** IHallo ! what's
Llushing on either side consequent upon such an exclamation.
Of course, if vou arc valgar, you will pursue this course : but if
sake, T hope you are,

the degree of

you are a gentlamnan, as, for this book’s
you will merely gantly insinuate various observations bearing on
the matter in hand, remarking particularly what ocular telegraphs
pass between the parties all the while. Thus yon come to the
conclusion that there is w'strong probability the parties are engag-
ed, Ifthe gentleman obstinately sit you out, of course that goes
down as additional ovideace,

Some persons might here rest satisfied with their discoveries—
but you, I trust, have too much laudable curiosity in  your nature,
and too philosophical a turn of mind, to be satisfied with any thing
short of a categorical conclusion. You do not want to settle the
hypoghetical probability of the young lady being engaged; Lut

!

the changes of|[a

First, then, there will alwaysbe a very strong report ofit, one-!

{Observe how matrinonial it is.

whether at this present time she be actually, affirmatively, bona
fide engzged. Accordingly keeping in your mind’s eye every link
iof the chain of evidence already laid before you, you no sooner
! neet the gentleman some day by accident iu the street, than pat-
ting on the most friendly tone imaginable, vou shake him a dozen
times by the hand, saying affectionately, *“ My dear fellow, I con-
gratulate you heartily ; from my soul 1 do. What a lucky man
youare "' Iereupon, if your friend or nequaintance protest that
the can’t understand you, with a sort of fulter i his"vaice, and
semni-smile sirnggling at each corner of his mouth, set him down
as trying to deceive you. These signs you add to your former
presumptive evidence, and so come at last to the conclusion that
the young ludy js engaged. Others may have reached the same
ipoint loug before, but you alone have the conscientious satisfuction
jof having satisfied your praiseworthy curiosity, by gradual and
certain steps, through a regular process of logical deduction.

We shall new give you for your help, in cuse you may still be
at a loss, the following characteristics of the young lady who is
engaged : ‘

In the first place you will observe that the other young ladies
invariably make way every day for the same gentleman at her side,
after which effort.they will probably retire in a compact body to the
furthest end of the room, and begin whispering. Then ¢¢ papa,*”
and *“inamma’® are always more deferential to her than common;
and every now and then at a party ** mamma®> -may be ohserved
looking anxiously for her ; on each of whizch several occasions
ia young gentleman comes up and sits by *“mamuia’’for some two ini-

nutes and three quarters, tatking confidentially on some subject un-
The young Indy herseif| il hefore this she was particularly
shy of yourself and othar young gentlemen, now talks to you all
in the moal sisterly and easy manuer possible.  But this is only
when the ¢* gentleman’® 35 away—wiien ke is present sne only
' ‘ yes' or “no’’ to whatever interrogation ")ou mnay
‘Then, again, mark the wall: of the engnged young lady.

None of your hop-steps-and-
Humips, as it used to be, but d staid, sober pace, fit for Ludy Mac-
beth.  Even herdress alters and shifts jtself to suit her new con-
dition by a sortof automaton efiort.  lnstead of fine French mus-
lin, she is now content withthe cheapest poplin.  Jf you drop’ in
carly you are sure to find & handsomse night-cap, half made, lying
on the table ander # heep of hooks hastily thrown over.. The
young lady herseif, wonderful 10 say, has tuken to dccounts ; and
Mher - mammia®’ makes hor spend half an hour or so every day in
the kitchen, Lo learn pasiry matters,

lknown,

HIswWers

:;rul.

Notling more is wanting us
a final wuh.natmn of the surmises which these appearances tend
to produce, lhan to meet the pair-out walling togetherat some un-
asual time in some unusual plite. This you will ‘ be sure to ‘suc-
ceed in if you take the trouble ; and however much others may
be surprised some fine moruing by the present of a small trianguiar
‘piece of bride cake, you yourself will not be surprised in the
il(»:nsl, but will go on with your mmiiin, just remarking by the way
19 your mother, ** that you kaew it -l“ long ago.”’

THE ROMANTIC YOUNG LADY.

at present existit e in o

10

There s house, withix

plain brick

'litweuty miles of our hzbitation, a young lady whom wehave chris-

'unul  the romantic young lady,"” ever sinee she came to the
We have known her from her childhoed, and
can safely atfim that she did not take this turntif hier fifteenth year,
Just after she had read Corione, which ut that time was guing the
reund of the reading society.

Arihat period she lived with her father in the next villoge, We
well remember c.xllmg accideptally, and betng informed by her that
it wis **a most angelic day,” a trath which certainly our own
exparience of the cold and wet in walking across w. ould have in-
clined vsto dispute.  Yhese were the first words which gave usa
hint &s to the real state of the young ludy’s mind ; and we know
not but we might have passed them over, had it not been for cer-
tain other expressions on her part, whiclrserved s a confirmation
of our meluncholy suspicions. 'T'hns when our attention was
pointed at a small sampler, lying on the table, covered over with
three alphabets in red, blue, and black, with a miniature groen
pyramid at the top, she observed pathetically that *¢ it was done
by herselfl in her infancy ; after which, turning to a dandeiion in
a wine glass, she asked us languishingly il we loved flowers, af+
firming in the same breath that ¢ she quite doted an them, and
verily believed that if there were no flowers she should die out-
right.”  These cxpressions cansed us a lengthencd meditation on
the young lady’s case, 25 we walked home over the fields. Nor,
withall allewances made, could wo avoid the melancholy con-
clusion that she was gone romantic. ¢ There is no hope for her,”
said we to ourselves. ¢ Flad she gone mad, there might have
been some chance.””  As usual, we were correct in our surmises. {4
Within two months afier 1his, our romantic {riend ran away with
the hair-dresser’s apprentice, who settled her in the identical plain
brick house so honourably mentioned above.

From our observations upon this case, and others of a similar
kind, we fecl no hesitation in laying before our’ readers the follow-
ing characteristics, by which thev shall know.a romantic young
lady within the first ten minutes of intraduction. In the first place,

azas of dizoretion.

you will observe that she always drawls more or less, tsing gene-

~

rally. the draw! p-:hetie, occasionally diversified with the drawle
sympathztic, melancheliz, and semi-melancholic. Then she is al-
ways pitying or wonderisg. Her pity knows no bounds. She pi-
ties **1he poor flaveers in winter.””  She pities her friend’s shaw}
if it get’s wet. She pities poor Mr. Brown, ¢ he has such a taste;
nothing but cahbages and potatoes in his garder.”” - *Tis singolar
that, with all this fund of compassion she wasnever known
to. pity a deserving object. That would be too- much -mnatter
of fact. Ier compassion is of a more etherial texture. She
never gave a halfpenny to a begg:xt:, unless he wus ‘¢ an exceed-
ingly picturesque young man.”> Nextto the passion of pity, she
is blest with that of love. Ske loves the moon. She loves each
of the stars individually. She loves the sea, and whenshe is out
in a small boat joves a storm of all things. Her dislikes, it must
be confessed, are equally strong and capacious. Thus she hates
that dell woman, Mrs. . Briggs. She can’t bear that dry book,
Roliin’s History. She detests high roads. Nothing with her is .in
the mean. She either dotes or abominates. 1f you danee with her
at a ball,she is sure to begin philosophizirg, in a small way, abont
the feelings. 8he is particelarly. partial to wearing fresh flowers in
her hair at dinver.  You would be perfectly thmnderstruck to hear
from her own lips, what an immense number of dear friends she
has, both young and old, male and fomale. Iler correspondenco
with young ladies is something quite appalling. She was never
kuown, however, in her life to give one actual piece of informa--
tion, except in a postscript. Her handwriting is excessively lili-
putian; yetshe always crosses in red ink, and sometimes recrosses
again in mvisible gréen. She has read all the love 1ovéls in Chris-
tendom, and is quite in love with that dear Mr. Somo
prying persons say that she has got the cemplete works of Lord
Byron; but on that point no one is perfectly certain. 1f che hes
a younger brother fresh from school,, he is always ridiculing her
for what she says, trying to.put her in a passion, in which, how-
ever, he rarely sueceeds.  There is one thingin which she excels
balf her sex, for she hates scandal and gossip.

Julwer,

To conclude, the naturalist may lay down three principal eras in
the ronantic young lady*slife.  T'he first from fificen to nineteen,
while she is growing romantic ; the second from nineteen to
twenty-one, while she keeps romantic ; and the third from twenty
one to-twenty-nine, during which times she gradually subsides into
common sense. R

EXTRAVAGANCE. ~'1 he following narrative, taken from the
records of Lunguedas, will evince, at the sune time, the magnifi-
cence, folly, and barbarity, habitual to the nobility of the early
m,s In 1174, Henry 1. called together the Seigneurs ol'l,angue-
doc, in order to wediate pozce between the Count of Thoulouse
and the King of Arenzon, As Henry, however, did not attend, the
nobles had nothing else to do but o emulate cach other in wild
wagniticence, extended to insanity., ‘U'he Countess Urgel sent to
the meeting a dindem, worth two thousand madern pounds. 1o be
placed on the hiead of & wretched buffoon.  The Count of Thoun .
fouse sent a dopatien of four thousand pourds to a favourite
knight, who™ distrihuted thet sam among all the posrer knights
who atlended the meeting. The Seigueur Guillaume Gros de
Martel gave a splendid dinner, the viands baving all been cooked
by the flame of wax-tapers. Tut the siigoluily rational magni-
ficence of Count Bertrand de Rimbaolt attracted the loudcest ap-
plause.  Tor he set the peasunts around Beaucaire to plough up
the soil, and then he openly and proudly sowed therein. smalt
picces of money, to the umo unt of filteen hundred English
guincas.  Piqued at this princely extravagance, and determined 1o
outdo his neighbours in savage brutality, it he could not in prodi-
gality, the Lord Raymond Venons erdered lhuly of his most beau-
tiful and \nlu.nhle horses to be tied to stakes, and qurr(mnded
with dry wood ; he then heroically fighted the piles, and con-
sumned his favoume alive.

’
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Locust u~TinGg.—* During our ride (between Cordoha
and Seville) we observed a number of men advancing in skirmish-
ing order across the country, and thrashing the ground most so-.
vagely with long flails. Curlousto know what could be the motive
for this Xerxes-like treatment of the earth, we turned out of tho
road to inspecl their oparations, and found they wqf_g‘ driving a
swarm of locusts into a wide pivce of linen, spread otythe ground
at some distance before them, wherein they. were made prisoners.
These animals are abeut thres times the size of.an English grass-
hopper.  They migrate from Africa, and- their spring visits are

'very destructive 5 for in a single night they will entirely eat up a

field of young corn.”’

¢ The Cuza de Langostas is a very profitable business to. the

peasantry ; as, besides a reward obtamed from the proprictor of
tlw soil in consideration for service done, they sell the produce of
their chasse for manure at so much a sack.”

I viewed Jupiter, and compared its figure with that of Saturn.
An evidea dilTerence in the formation of the two planets is vi-
sible. To dlslmgmah the figure of Jupiter properly, it may ba

called ellipsoid, und that of Saturn a spheroid.— Herschel,



