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ON THE BESI DETATL FORMATION Folt
TIHE NEW INFANTRY TACTICS,
BY J, 1L, A, MACDONALD,

Liewteaant Colonel Queen's Edinbiagh, R V.

flrigade,
(Coneluded from Puge 122

If this simple mode of formation snd
movement were adopted, nll trouble in con-
nection with fronts would be at anend. The
supernumoraries would, when the company
was turned about or halted after moving to
the right or left, tako post behind the com*
pany, *which they could do ut once by pass.
ing through tho intervals, All counter
marching, and forming to the vight and left
about, would vbe got vid of At present, il
{wo companies aro marching on markers,
thoonein the formation that used to be call-
ed * Right in front,”’ may be able to march
slraight in, and * Halt front;” while the
other, which happens to be what used to be
called * Left in front,” must either form to
the left or leftabout on reaching the marker,
or must countgr march before it can get in
to position. DBy whatis proposed, alt such
differences would be got out of tho way. No
matter which four were leading in
marching ona marker the order would be
precisely the same in all eases. The com-
pany would bo marched on the marker, and
the order would simply be ¢ Halt—right
or © Halt—left,”? a manifest gain in all the
three requisites of tactics— “ simpheity, co
lerity, and convenience.”’

The wheel by touch, the most unnatural,
cumbrous, and diflicult of all mancuvres,
in which men are made to do so artificial a
thing as look one one way and feel another,
would also be got rid of, if a four deep for-
mation with intervals were adopted. The
nen would invariably move up the shortest
way, the gmde on the named flank (when
the whaal ia not made feons thie liale) at vnce
taking up t.snew direction according as the
wheel is a quarter, ahalf, a three quarters,
or an cntire wheel, and moving on a short
pace, the rest taking up the short pace as
they come up, and the wholoe getting the
vord ¢ Forward when all the company had
come vp. There would thus bo 1o crowding
of the pivot flanks of companies, and no
loss of time, as there is Ly the present sys
tem of wheeling.® And the movement it
self is not dependent for its execution upon
the ground being even. A gorse bush not
Ligger than a lady’s bouguet, or a hole only
largo enough to let in a rabbit, will destroy
the best wheel that ever was got up by
months of labourin a banack yard under
the present system.

The adoption of such & formation would
also, b “dessaving timo and labour in the
cxecutivn of movements, confer a vast ben-
efit on the soldier, by freemg him from the
ovils which haye been already pointed out
as attendant on crowding men together
when undergoing fatigue. Iach man would
movo perfectly freely, and have fresh air on
cither side of him. And instead of forbid-
ding the swinging of the arm, it should bo
made tho rule. Again, in routo marching,
when men must march long distances in a
column of fours, they should march as far
apart as the road will admit of, The Lest
way would Lo that two of the stiings of four
should go along one side of the road, and

® This matter ras treated of at fength tn my
proposals fur the shinplifcatw ot Infantry Dl
published tn w7,
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twoalong tho other, tho supernumeraries
keeping in tho middle, and any fast traflio
requiring to pass cither way going down the
middle also,  In this way, each man would
bave u good chance of fresh air, and tho
dust, instead of being confined insido the
columns of fours, would to ngreat extent
bo dissipnted oulwards. . At present,
the rear centro men of fours run
overy risk of having o large quantity of dust
forced into their mouths, nostrils and eyes.
Then whenever thoro was o halt, the com-
pany should ba marched off in revorse order
to that 1 which it was marching before, so
that each half of the company might in turn
get tho full benefit of any advantage one
side of the road had over the other, such,
for example, as shade from tho sun by o
hedge, or o firm footpath to wallc on, or a
breezo blowing from one sido. All these
things sound like trifles : but nothing 18 a
trifle where endurance is called for; and
there can be no doubt that in the past such
things have not received the consideration
thev aro entitled to.

The adoption of the four deep formation
for all duties except o few for whichit might
be necessary to have the men brought up
two deep, would greatly tend to simphfy all
the movements which are of any practical
value. When moving in columns of com-
panies, the width could be reduce
to the extent of one half, without any
change of formation. In wheelinga quarter
column, the advantage of being in fours
would bo very great. And in forming
square, there would be no need for different
devices to enable the column to form square
twodeep or fourdeep. If tho order was
t'I'wo deep,’’ the sccond and fourth men
would step up; if the order was * Iour
deep,”! the men would close into the cenire
when moving into square.®  In short. in
every way, & battalion would be more flex-
ible, without there being anything tending
to relaxation of strict drill, which is so es-
sential to the maintenance of steadiness and
discipline, The change would consistin this
that tho oystom would be less cumbrous,
and more what tactics framed for actual
uso ought to be; asdistinguished from a sys
tem devised as if thero was no place that
troops could be marched over, where the in-
dividual men would meet with a greater ob
slruction than a bluebell or drisy.

When th matleris considered with care
it is astonishing how few are "ie duties for
which it is necessary that the men should
be formed two deep, and how temporary is
their nature. 1 think there are only three
—inspection,some kinds o! firing, and charg-
ing  Allthese are exceptional ; and surely

“there is no need that men shonld be kept
in a two deep formation as their normal po
sition, and obliged constantly to be forming
into fours to be moved about, and being
brought back to * two deep,” merely to be
in the position suited for theso purposes,
when bu: ~ couple of steps arc necessary to
bring them into it at any moment. Inspec-
tion, which is preliminary and not an active
part of duty in the field, may at once be
thrown out of view, cven if it were not quite
as simple an operation for the second and
fourth men to come up and form two deep,
as itis for the rear rank at present to fall
back to open order. Suchas regards firing

¢This ts an the assampil n that the jresent
mode of wheeling several companies outwards s
to be adhered to, Butl think 1t1s well worthy
of conslderation whether it could not bo bhetter
to keep companies entire In forining square. The
only excuse for the present mode is thnt it meels
the case of there bejng an uncven numnber of
companies in tho bLattalivn, but this does not
really form o serious diffieulty 1n the way of

adopting the other mode,

{Marcn 25, 1873,

if fiving in skirmishing order Lo thrown out
of viow it may well bo questionod swhotlier
thoro is any need for & two deep formation
for firing at all,  That na four deep formn.
tion {two ranks knecling) iz better for vol
loys than a two deep formation, may be as-
serted on tho highest authority ; and tho
Prussians, who secom to have studied this
matter very carefully, ave of the same opin-
jon. Then as regards independent firing -
averyono knows that it will not do now to
allow all thomen to firo at once, but that,
on the contrary, the firing must be restrain
ed. Now, if thorois to be such a mode of
firing, and only alternate men are to be al
lowed to liro at tho samo time, it is far bet
ter that the mon who are not firing should
not be filhng up spaces through which the
enemy’s shot might whistle harmlessly if
they wero empty. It would be much safer
to make them stay in the four deep forma
tion and lie down behind, They can be
brought up to five in their turn if needed,
when thosein front have expended several
rounds, It isquite certain that men thus
formed would suffer less loss than if they
wero formed two deep. Missiles passing
through the space would be harmless, whii.
in the case of those which took eftect there
would be many chances of deflection, or
even stoppage, beforo they could reach
these ranks. The greatcoat strapped on the
back of & man in the front line is by no
means a cover to bo despised, while the six
inches of cartcuche pouch on either side of
the waistbelt may often act the part of the
Iady's miniature, that, lying on a duellist's
breost, tuined aside his opponent's bullet,
Even the rifles of the two front men may
cause ashot to fly oft harmless which woulid
ollherr.iso have reached the men behind
them.

It this formation wero adupled, it woukl
be better o increase quarter column dis-
tance from six to eight or ten paces, and in-
deed this wil! bo necessary at any rate, if
the now universal opinion that companies
ought to be increased 1 size receives effect,
agnit, is scarcely possible to doubt that it
will,

I come now to the main point of the whole
argument in favor of a general adoption of
the four deep formation, namely its adapt.
ability to the throwing out of skirmishers,
support~, and first reserve, in the best form
for the upholding of tactical unity and the
ensuring of a tactical refitting together of
thedifferent parts of a company, when rein
forcement brings them together again. I
proposo then, that when the order i3 given
to them to skirmish, the captams of the
companies that are to skirmush shall, from
the position of the ‘¢ fours deep ™" order fur
ward, as skirmishers, the front row of fours,
the second row forming thesupport, and the
two remaining rows the first resarve. (L use
tho word row, least I should mislead by us
ing the word rank, although truly speakmg
the company in ** fours'deep ' is just a com
pany in four ranks)., The suppsrt would be
eitended the sameo as the ‘ront hine, and
the two rows forming the reserve would be
at their usual arm’s-length interval, ‘Thus
tho company unit, instead of being cut
across into pieces, as is done if ono section is
scat to skirmish, another to support, and a
hallf company kept in reserve 1s sliced
lengthways, ono slices being sent forward.
the next slice which naturally fits on to it
following, and the third slice being ready to
be fitted on if required. ‘Therefore when ro
inforcement takes place, it is o work of exact
restoration—~the men are coming up behinl
their own comrades. Andif tho first ro-

servo 18 also pushed up into the fighling
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