
186 77c iVapitc,-Canadia& Stag.
NOMEXCLATuRE.-Tlie following are the principal îîames under which

this noble aîî:nal has been recognised by varions authors:

[(Cerf du Canada,) P'errault, Mcm. Sur les Anim, vol. 2, p. 45 ; (Cervus
Major AmCcns>(afcsby Carol, App. 2, 28; (Alces
American us, cernibus teretibus,) Jefferson Virginia, p. 96;
(The Stag,) Potinant Arctic Zoology, vol. 4, p. 27 ; (Wcewas-
k'.gq,) Ilcarne's Journal, palge 360; (Rcl .Deer,) Unifreville;
(Cerviis Stog'oe, Selîreber Sau-tlîieîe, vol. 2, page
1074; (Wùip.it,) %Vardcea des Etats Unis; (Ccrvus- Cana-

dn,)Synopsis or the Species of Mammnalia, Griffith's
Cuvier, page 776 ; (Elaplits eainade.nsis,) DeKayv, New

YrFantia, pazre 118; andf ý:o AUDUIION A I i3c N'S
Quadrupedas of N orth A; rrrîca, vol. 2, pýge 83.]

In Kighfls ycoedaof Natnral iilistory, vol. 1, pages 81.5 and 816,
there is a ncev o!sf tn f fthe 1'>.r fauniily. lu this arl(rngeent the
genuls Elaplîus is sappressed altogeth, and flc 'Wapite is cal-ei (Ccrvu.
Caniaderts.is,) the European Stag, (Cervii-a!is.

The Wapite, or CaainStag, is comnonly calld thie Elkz in tho
United States and Canada, aPhonglh it is a metnber of' a vcry different
genus. Th'is iinsnoiner is purliapsi une of the most remarlzable ini Naturat
Ilistory, aud is st,-ill practised, even by the best authors. thotigh probably
out of deference te thxe popular customn. Iii Europ2- no persuit would think
of confoiand-*iig tic MId Deer or Stag of tic B3ritish ls'i î'vith flic EIlk cf
Scandhîavia. No two animais couid weli bc mote utilke caeh otîxer, and
yet be contained ini a sing-le fàntiily. TJhe Elk and tlie Stagr of Europe both
belong to the family CEPviWi)E or I)Ee, but they difibr more ividely freni
each other titan th-- Ilorse docs from flie Zebra, and if would scarce&y be
possible to convince atiy person that they could bo flue saine species.

Now, in Anierca wc have twe species, tlîe exact counterparts of fthe
twe in Europe, cach to ecdi. We have the Wapite with rounid branching
anflers, and canine f eeh iii the upper jaw of th fli ae, and in aIl generai
characters clos,-]y resembling flic Eîigý&iisli Stag. It is only speeiflcaiJy dis-
tinct, being larger, its tail sliorter, ami sliglitiy differing in colour. On the
Cther hand, ive have flhc M oose with linge fiat horius, neo caninie teetli ii flic
upper jaw, and a long pendulous upper lip, thie wlio!e aulmal bvinni 50 eic'
like the Elk of Europe, thaf fthe best aiaturalists are yet undecidcd as to the,
prepriety of separatingr if as a distinct species. The moose flierfore is a
true eik, and thie Wapite is a ftrue stag or IlDeer," in flic coînînon accepta-
tion of titat word. Yet, by a strarîge perversion of ternis, the mame of the
one animal bas been fransfcrred to the otiier, and vice versa. The Il Eik" in
America is called a Il Deer," and the "lDeer" is callcdl an EIk.

The WTapite bas beeni neariy, if not (j iîte exfermniated iii Canada since
the arrivaI of ftle Enropeans, and if should flierefore bc rcgarded by flie
Nafuralists of this Province Nwifl an especial amiount of intercsf. WVe have
been informed fliat it sf111 exists in the wubtcrn counties of the upper pro-


