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MEDIAVAL SHOES.

Among the old shoes disinterred at vari-
ous times in this country, those which be-
long to Romano-British or Plantagenet
times exhibit a very advanced state of the
gentle craft. Thus Fig. 1 in our engrav-
ing illustrates a Roman shoe found in a
tomb at Southfleet in Xent during the
year 1802, It evidently belonged to a
person of rank, for it is of purple leather,
beautifully reticulated. Bub others have

been found formed out of one piece of un- |

tanned léather, and slit in various places,’
through whicha thong was passed, which,
being fastened round the ankle, drew them
tight likea purse. Shoes thus constructed,
Planche says, were worn within recent
times in Ireland. The two specimens
given, and marked Figs. 2 and 3, are in
the Royal Irish Academy, and are de-
scribed as ancient Irish shoes.

Meyrick says tho shoes worn by the
original inhabitants of the British Isles
were made of raw cowhide, having the hair
turned outwards, and coming up as high as
the ankle, .

Froissart relates, that, in the retreat of
the Scotch before the army of Edward IIT.
' in 1327, *“they left behind them more than

x.M. (10,000) olde shoos made of rawe lether
with the heare styll on them.”

The Franks are also described as making
their shoes of skins on which the hair re-
mained. '

To.judge from these examples it would
seem as if the primitive shoe was a mere
.piece of raw hide, tied by a thong or thongs
round the foot. : :

By the time Christianity.is seen making
conspicuous congquests among the Teutonic
invaders, a style of shoe had come to be
used which in form was almost the same as
our own, S

The Anglo-Saxon shoes resembled those
of the Carlovingiin Franks, only, instead
of being ¢éut out square over the instep,
they were slit straight down to the toe
(Fig. 6). The old German wore an almost
identical shoe. The Anglo-Saxon also wore
a short boot, and then a sock over his
stocking. Such a mode of foot-gear -was
-much affected by the clergy. Sandals be-
ing considored the peculiar covering for the
feet of saints and. other religious persons
(Fig..T7), the shoes.of the clergy were orna-
-mented by. bands crossing, them in jmita-
tion of the thongs of sandals, . :

.. The Germans wore a shoe made like that
of the Saxons, open over the instep to the
toe, and both these pooples, as well. as the
Franks, ornamented their shoes with studs
(Fig. 9). o

* The shoes of reasonable people in most
parts of Christian Turope continued

throughout the Middlo Ages to be formed
to the shape of the foot, and very much
of ‘the fashion worn by the same sort of
people in the present duy (Figs. 10, 11).
However, the eleventh century, and still
‘more the Intter half of the fourteenth and

-vicious court of William Rufus.

the greater part of the fifteenth, are dis-
tinguished for a form of shoe whichis with-
out doubt among the maddest of all the
aberrations of fashion. _
We hear of it first in connection with the
Ordericus
Vitalis ascribes its origin to a desire on the
part of Fulk, Count of Anjou, to hide the
great bunions which deformed his feet.
Good Bishop Serlo, preaching before
Henry I. in the village church of Charen-
ton, in Normandy, set forth the sufferings
of the people and the vielence and the vice

of the ruling caste. ““These sons of Be-

lial,” he said, *“dress their hair like wo-
men, while they wear things like scorpion’s
tails at the extremity of their feet, thus ex-
hibiting themselves as women by their
cffeminacy and serpents by their pointed
fangs.” However, the **pigaces” kept
their ground, for in.the reign of Stephen
we find them worn by Robert of Chester,
as appears from his seal

In fact the peaked shoe was but an ex-
aggeration of a fashion long prevalent, and
in its ordinary form may be seen-in Fig.
12, foot of o Crusader.

Mediceval shoes, wliether pointed or
round-toed, were adorned with various
kinds of splendid ornamentation (Iig, 13).
The efigy of Henry IIT. of England at
Westminster is remarkable for the splen-
dor of the shoes. They are crossed at
right angles by golden bands all over, each
inlt'ervening square containing the figure of
a lion,

In the days of Edward I1. even ostlers
had to be rebuked for luxurious foot-gear.
Very moderate examples of the knightly
foot-gear of the fifteenth century are given
in Figs. 14 and 15. Long-peaked boots
submitted, likoe all outward things, to the
rise and decline of the artistic taste, be-
coming purer in outline and in design with
the dawn of social reform, and returning
into extreme ugliness under Richard 1T,

In the chapel of St. Stephen at Westmin-
ster formerly oxisted some wall-paintings,
in which the shoes were the finest examples
known of the mediteval shoe, and perhaps
might compete for beauty of form and the
design of the ornament with anything ever
turned out by the gentle craft. Fairholt
speaks of them as ** beyond all Greek, all
Roman fame.” The ornament on the in-
step of one of them (Fig. 16) affords an
illustration of Chancer’s deseription of the
dress of the young priest Absolon, who

had— v
* Pule’s windows corven on his shocs.”
Very soon after Richard IT. began to
reign a very greab decline is observable in

public taste, exhibiting itself especially in’

foot-gear, which became monstrous. Snouts
of about six inches long stuffed with moss
wero fastened on to the end of the shoe
(Fig. 17).- This appendage was called a
cracowe, The beautiful shoes of the early
part of the century had mwore than ever
taken . senseless form. On the feet of

o

NORTHERN MESSENGER.
‘ o ' . " I'three figuros in o MS. in the:Royal Collec- |
-|'tion. said to represent the three uncles of

Richard II. are shoes that exceed inlength
all ever before known.  Fig. 18 is a mild
form of this mode. . :
In the reaction against loose fashions en-
suing on the fall of Richard II. shoes were

during the next two reigns reduced tof

thoderate dimensions, but in that of Henry

‘YI. they started out-again with redoubled

vigor. It was about this time that the
long-peaked shoe became known in France
as the chaussure @ poulaine (Fig, 19).°

** Charles V. of France put the long-toed
shoe down, and for a tiine an extremely

square shoe with a rounded tos became tlie

vogue (Fig. 20). Iowever, the peaked
toes asserted themselves again, and in
France and Germany men wore points of
iron a foot long attached to the toes of
their shoes, through which a chain wis
passed, so that they were held aloft in the
air. In England we learn from a contem-
porary author that men wore shoes and
pattens snouted and piked more than a
finger long, crooking upwards, resembling
devil’s claws, and fastened to the knees
with chains of gold and silver.” In 1465
it was proclaimed throughout England
that the beakes or pikes of shoos and boots
should not pass two inchesin length uppon
payne of cursing by the clergic and forfeit-
ing 20 shillings.”

In Edward the Fourth’s reign long boots
appear to have been worn with pointed
up-turned toes, and a greatcollar of lighter
leather, like tho top-boot of our own age
(Fig 21). In another form the boot opens
all the way downand is-tied at intervals by
strings (Fig. 22).

. The *‘peaked shoon” were rendered still
more monstrous by the mode introduced
about the time of Henry VI. of wearing an
overshoe or clog with the pike attached to
the end. This extraordinary foot-gear
necessitated the using a staff if the wearer
was weak in the ankles (Fig. 23).

" Besides the clog thefe was an.overshoe,
which also was piked. It was shaped like
a skate, and bound to the foot by an upper
picce and astrap and buckle. Richard III.
wore such an overshoe, but it was evidently
only a piece of dandyism, wherens the clog
appears to have been intended for out-door

use.

Tn 1383 high-born folly had reached such
a length that men of fashion were obliged
to tic their serpentine toes to their knces
with chains of silver gilt or at least with
silk laces (Fig. 24).—R. IHeath, in Leisure
Hour. )
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QUESTIONS FOR YOUNG CON-
VERTS.

BY REV. A, H. BRADFORD, D.D.

If the young convert, before joining the
church, would take these questions and
write out honest answers to each one of
them, he would be able to give a reason
for the faith that is in him. They have
been published in tract form by the Con-
gregational Publishing Society.

1. What is it to be a Christian ¢

2. How do Christians differ from those
who are not Christians ? :

3. How may youlearn whether you are
a Christian or not ?

4. Why do you believe you are a Chris-
tian ?

5. What are the evidences of the Chris-
tian lifo given by the Apostle Paul, and
called the fruits of the spirit !

6. What is it to be a sinner?

7. How do you know that you are a
sinner?

8. What arc the conditions on which sins
may be forgiven? : .
9, Isthere any other way of salvation
revealed, except through Jesus Christ 1

10. What do you mean when you spenk
of Christ as your Saviour? From what
does he save? Whendoes he save ?

. 11. Do you trust the. Saviour when he
says that, if you are truly penitent, your
sins may be forgiven ? .

12. Does the Saviour help you to over-
come the temptations of your daily life ?

. 13. Do you believe that God is your

IHeavenly Father; and that he loves you

and wants you to Jove and serve him/

14. Have you. promised (God to serve
him so long as you shall live 7 -

15. Is it your determination hencefor-
ward to submit to be led in all things by
the Lord Jesus Christ, asking in regard to
all:things what is His will ?

"16. Whut do you find in the Bible as-
suring you that if you thus submit to him,
he will accept and save you ? : :

17. How do you regard the Bible, and
what value has it to you ?

18. Have you regular times for reading
your Bible, and for prayer § .

19. What is a Christian church?

20. Why ought all Christians, who can,
to unite with thochurch? IR
21.. What are the sacraments of the
church? . B

22. What is the significance of baptism ?

23. What is the significance of the Lord's
Supper ? '

24. What is the duty of all members of
the church to the church and to the other
members also? - -- 8 . e

25. Have yon carefully examined tho
articles of faith'and covenant of the chureh
with which you propose to unite’; and, so
far as you understand them, do they sub-
stantially express your belief and purpore ?

26. Are you ready to consecrate yourself
to God and his service, publicly, by unit-
ing with the church at such a time as your
Christian lives shall commend you to the
comnittee as wortlty to becomo meinbers
of the church ?

27. Do you understand that it is better
to answer every one of these questions in-
correctly than to answer all of them aright,
without honesty and sincerity %—Golden

Rulq. :
SELF-DENIAL AND THE POWER OF
A SIXPENCE.

‘T suppose there can be no doubt what-
ever,” says the anthor of ““ Fancy Fair Re-
ligion,” ¢*that Christians in deed as well
ag in name amongst the poor, give of their
substance out of all proportion more than
do most of those in easy and comfortable
circumstances. The following story was
told to me not long since by one upon
whose testimony I can implicitly rely. A
poor Scotehwoman, in receipt of parish re-
lief, used to put by regularly a penny at a
time to give to foreign missions, and as
often as her pennies awmounted to five
shillings; she forwarded that amount to the
London office. One day a lady visitor
looked in, and asked the old woman if she
had Jately had any meat. She answered she
had not, so the lady gavo her sixpence to
buy some. Shethought, however, ‘Thave
Iong done very well on my porridge ; so I
will give this sixpence also to God, as well
as my vegular penny,” and five shillings
and sixpence was sent up after the usual
interval, with an explanation put in the
briefest terms about the extra sixpenco.
At a missionary breakfast given shortly
afterwards by a wealthy man, at whose
house the secretary of the society was
staying, the conversation naturally turned
upon gifts offered to God on behalf of the
spread of the Gospel of his'Son, and the
secretarybrought out and read the poor wo-
man’s letter. Thehost and hisguests were
greatly touched, the host declaring he had
never heard such a story, and was certain
he had never denied himself a chop for the
cause of God, and added, ‘You may put
down my name at onco for £500." An-
other gentleman said the same, and before
that breakfast party broke up more thain
£2,200 had been collected, and the secre-
tary was requested to write and tell the
poor old woman how her example had been
the means of collecting that large sum.”
Surely ‘‘those are last which shall be first,
and those are first which shall be last.”

[

INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY.

It is a greater trespass on individual
liberty to refuse to let a man sell hatmless
oleomargarine, and an infinitely greater
trespass to.vequire him to be inoculated
with a filthy disease than to forbid him to
spread moral pestilence by means of a bax-

room,—Montreal Wilness.

o § e KL T L T




