
i '

•I HI

I

'I

2G LIFE OF MACKENZIE, AND

had a newspaper to conduct. It is not often that the

world is enabled to see, at a glance, the stores of in-

formation by which the mind of a remarkable man
has been enriched and modified ; and it is peculiarly

fortunate that a catalogue has been preserved, in this

case. With his tenacious memory, Mr. Mackenzie

must have been enabled to draw, from time to time,

upon these stores, during the rest of his life. The

works are confined almost exclusively to the English

language ; and the truth is, that he had only an im-

perfect knowledge of any other. Otherwise there is

little reason to object to the want of variety, and there

does not appear to be any reason why they should

have given any undue bias to the mind. Of a ten-

dency to scepticism, of which he was accused in the

latter part of his life—with what justice will here-

after be seen—there is, in the works which must have

tended to give a cast to his mind, an almost entire

absence.

In whatever occupations young Mackenzie was en-

gaged, from the period of his leaving school to his

coming to Canada, the facts already stated show that

he was constantly storing his mind with varied infor-

mation. His mother used to tell how, when a little

boy, he would read till after midnight—different books

it may be presumed from those in which his daily

tasks were set—till she thought " the laddie would

read himsel' out o' his judgment."

In early youth, politics already possessed a charm

for him ; the Dundee, Perth, and Cupar Advertiser^

the first newspaper he ever read, serving to gratify

this inclination. But he was soon admitted to a


