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Canada will begin importing
more oil than it exports in
two years because its oil
wells are beginning to run
dry.

solution to the impending
shortage is to pour as much
oil as possible through
pipelines into the United
States while raising prices
(and profits) astronomically
to pay for more exploration.
But Carleton University
Geology professor 4Lenneth
North, says the companies
and government officials
who support them are selling
phoney facts and figures.
“It is now impossible to
avoid the crisis, there is
nothing we can do about it,
Canada has no right course
left,”’ he told a meeting of
alumni and students at the
University of British Colum-

bia.

To prove his point, he
displayed a chart prepared
by the Canadian Petroleum
Association (CPA), the oil
industry’s federal and pro-
vincial government lobbying
organization.

PARIS (CUP) - The death
Oct. 5 of Miguel Enriquez, a
founder and general secret-
ary of the Revolutionary Left
Movement (MIR) in Chile
came at a decisive mM®mment in
the Chilean resistance, ac-
cording to a statement issued
by MIR sources.

His death came at the
moment when, ““MIR and
the popular resistande are
about to initiate their count-
eroffensive against the dicta-

orship,”” said the MIR
document.
A declaration from En-

riquez's brother, Edgardo in
Paris, states the role of
secretary general of the
party has been taken over by
another member of MIR’s
political commission and that
MIR, “‘will emerge from this
difficult trial clearer, strong-
er and convinced not to take
a single step backward in the
struggle against the dictator-
ship.”’

The nature of the planned
MIR counteroffensive was
outlined by Miguel Enriquez
in an interview given in
mid-Auygust.

““The most urgent task of
the revolutionary struggle in
Chile,”” he said ‘‘is to
organize the vanguard and
advanced sectors of the
working class and people to
resistance committees, to
push ahead through these
committees, propaganda and
mass agitation, to begin
active resistence and to start
a war of attrition against the
dictatorship and the big

bourgeoisie."’
““This can include forms of
sabotage, (leaving water

taps open in public offices
and factories, leaving lights
burning etc.), forms of
slowdowns, (lower work pro-
ductivity and quality and
other forms of minimal
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The chart shows oil pro-
duction from known reserves
will begin dropping in two
years at a rate of 93 million
barrels per year.

It is included in a
pamphlet, Canada’'s Energy
Future, published "by the
CPA and the Independent
Petroleum Association of
Canada in September for
distribution to Members of
Parliament and other govern-
ment officials.

The companies say in the

pamphlet that there are,
plentiful ‘‘potential reserv-
es'' (marked on the chart

with question marks) that
can be discovered and put
into production if the govern-
ment stops taxing the com-
panies and allows them to
increase exploration with all
the new profits they will be

making.

Additional - exploration
capital can be raised by
exporting oil to US markets,
they say.

North, who has fought for
five years with oil company
executives, said the ‘‘poten-
tial'" reserves are based on

Chilean Resistance
Leader Dies

sabotage). In other words
raise the repair and replace-
ment costs without destroy-

ing or completely paralyzing

the machines since this
would mean unemployment
for the workers,’’" he said.

He also called for ‘‘armed
propoganda’’, to be ‘‘closely
linked * to the worker’s
actions'' for the purpose of
building a ‘‘prolonged peo-
ple’'s war’’.

““The dictatorship will not
fall,”” Enriquez said, ‘‘If we
in Chile or abroad passively
wait its defeat by an act of
the heavens or as a con-
sequence of an imaginary
alliance with reactionary
bourgeoisie sectors, who not
only actively cooperated to
bring the Popular Unity
government down and re-
press the workers but also,
today, through their practice,
share and
unpopular
measures of
ship."’

He said that this year,
“will be a year of resistance
and active fighting in all of
Chile, including armed pro-
paganda and armed struggle
against the criminal dictator-
ship.

and repressive
the dictator-
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we’ll be
them!

If none of the names,
faces, or performances men-
tioned here are familiar to
you, you have so far deprived
yourself of one of the best -
and cheapest - entertain-
ments on the Dalhousie
campus, or indeed in Hal-
ifax. | suggest you consider
catching some Dal Theatre
performances in future. For
info see ‘‘Update Calendar’’
- this newspaper.

seeing more of

support the-

false assumptions that the
fields have the same geologi-
cal qualities as American
ones and that the oil would
be economically feasible to
remove.

‘“‘No other nation besides
Canada habitually expresses
potential reserves as reserv-
es,"’ he said. And the only
Canadian industry that both-
ers documenting potential
reserves is the oil industry,
said North.

The two allegedly major
potential reserve areas are
the Alberta tar sands and
massive Arctic sea fields.

The oil companies say the
potential is in excess of 300
billion barrels and it will cost
at least $30 Dbillion to
discover these potential re-
serves in the next 10 years.

““The required amounts
won’t be available if govern-
ments continue to increase
the share they take from
industry revenue,'’ they
warn in their lobbying paper.

North said this amount of
money might need to be
spent but not much oil is
going to be found with it.

He said even the most
optimistic predictions about
apparent promising reserves
in the Arctic Balfour Sea
show exploration and devel-
opment costs to be more than
$6 billion. And while the
development might be com-
pleted by 1985 and produce
more than 500,000 barrels
per day. Canada by then
would be short at least
150,000 barrels per day.

The Alberta Tar Sands are
equally unpromising, he
said. "‘If the proven reserves
in the McMurray Tar Sands
were dug out and brought

into market, they would
extend oil use for four years
only,”" he said.

Most of the tar sgnd oil is
buried so deep that it would
take more energy to remove
it than the reserves could
produce. And in any case
shortages of manpower,
money and materials such as
steel platforms make it
impossible to put more than
one massive tar sand field in
production every two years,
North said.

To keep up with the
shortage it would be neces-
sary to open two giant open
pit holes every year, he said.

North said that while he
disagrees with the oil com-
panies’ ‘‘solution’’ he does-
n't have an easy answer
himself.

One solution is to allow the
price of natural gas to rise
substantially, he said. Large
gas fields which don’t have
oil in them could be
discovered if gas wasn't as
underpriced as it currently
is.

Other solutions invoivei
nuclear power and increased
use of coal. He said the most
effective solution may be for
the government to force
conservation measures on
the people, even though such i
austerity would be difficult in
a democracy. 3

“Without optimism, the
petroleum industry can't
survive,”” North said. ‘‘You
can't manage exploration
without  optimism. But,
““Optimism has become ir-

rational,”’ he said.
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