it and most. influential groups of
‘Labor, should jola forces in
r to resist the lowering of wages
Vrhhh is being urged by business men,
has led the government to take: unde;
consideration the situation whic
Would srise if there should be a strikeé
of sugh formidable proportions as
., ould be possible with such a combin.
atlon, which' would not only bring all
busin te a standstill, but would
eaten the supplies essential to or
ary domestic life,
Harry M, Daugherty, the Attorney-
General
partment of Justice was keeplng a
close watch on the trend of the threat.
oned tleup and that if there were
further  developments a statement
would be lssued promptly by the de-
Partment. At present he had nothing
Wore to say than emphasize certain
fundamentals regarding the public in-
terest,
“People,” Mr, Daugherty pointed out,
“are more interested in work and
wages, peace and plenty than in unions
or in the open shop, They want coal
to keep them warm and food. They
eannot have either without work.”
Mr. Daugherty made it plain that he

BRITISH COALITIO
., MUSTLOOK T

Recurrent Successes of the B
That the Seats of the Co
bers of Parliament Are N

London, Feb. 6.—The tremendous
majority with which the Labor candi: |
date has been returned to the House
¢ Commons by the voters of South-
wark must make the supporters of the
government sit up and listen. Inci |
dentally the result has given a filllp
to the political Labor movement and |
encouragement to the young man in a
burry who complains that an election
every six or seven years is a painful-
1y slow and tedious way of getting the
world right,

It was generally felt in authoritative
quarters that Mr. Naylor, the Labor
nominee, would considerably increase
the vote reécorded in his behalf at the
general election—that in a straight
fight with a Coalitlon candidate the
Iatter would be given “a run for his|
money.” With the advent of a tMrd‘
candidate the prospects of success be-
came fairly certain; as had happened
in s0 many three-cornered contests.
Labor's champion would get home

bile the supporters of the two his-
\f;ﬂe parties were engaged in bitter

ecriminations and the raking up of
historic quarrels.

Unexpected Result.

But the most optimistic of Mr. Nay-
lor's workers dld not anticipate a
clear, fairly pronounced majority over
the combined votes of his opponents.
That is the kind of result ome might |
rearonably expect from the provinces, '
Lancashire or South Wales, »a;
but hardly the conduct Labor stal-
warts would associate with the poiit-
ical development of a London borough.

There have beem, in the political
Labor movement, more disappoint-
ments caused by the apathy of Lon-
don's citizens than the rest of the
country put together. In fairness,
however, it should be recorded that,
ia the municipal elections of two yvears
ago, London startled the rest of the
country by setting up Labor counci!s

e Y thae | th o Y 8 8 3 st it in a2 dozen and one boroughs, with
= ooy - 2 o pAre . g 8 el L 56 . S s M s i 4 Labor mayors at their head. Indeed,
e d¢t may truly be said now of the Great
’ etropolis as it is said of the pro-
: S The & TRy N vincial towns; an election on the old
0 prove in > g 2 o) o g g anse 59 Mrs 4" party lines, with Liberals, and Con-
g . RiNG 559 aervatives ranged agalnst each other
on some trifling and inconsequential
matter of public policy, simply reduces
both the old parties to impotency, The
Labor candidate “siips in” in nine
cases out of 10 in the large Industrial
areas.

I atio h were ed d ng | to ve on he BoOmMMended " 4 . 8 evine
¢ & 9
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en gold, w e image o st,: 0 né ‘wards ‘In “"the marning before
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Labor Party Serious Factor.

Giose political observers realise ful'
well that Labor politics have reached
a stage in their development that com-
pels - the recognition of Labor uuml
nees as serious factors to’
ocntended with in national and loca
electione. As Mr. Lloyd George has
©0 ably stated, the only alternative to
a Coalition Government is a Labor
Government, the return.to power of a
Labor Party, which is also by the way,
= coalition of-a kind.

“It takes all sorts to make a world,”
& well-known character in fiction has
said; and this ‘ds especially true of
the Labor Party. Jack Jones, the gen-
is! member for East Ham, once com-|
plained that all the cranks, "lon;-hlir-
ol men and shorthaired women,”
found refuge in the party, upon which !

ey were continually attempting to|

st their own pet nostrums. It is|
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