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'The Life .Sﬁrj of AGypsey
Himself at the Stony B

y Brook (L. L) Bible Confs
this year was regarded as,
many ways, the most successful
any that had preceded it. The au

‘en

{1ences were large at all the meetin

'and the men who preached, made ¢
'dresses and gave Bible expositiol
were all prominent and widely knov
The outstanding event of the notal
week was the appearance for two !
dresges of Gipsy (Rodney) ' Smith, t
world-famous evangelist, who acc
ed to the wishes of the Rev. Dr. Jo
{F. Carson, president of the Sto
Brook Assembly, and the Rev. Willi:
\Hiram Foulkes, who had charge of |
jprogramme, and interrupted his jo
iney westward to speak at the coh!
Jence,

The largest audience in the hist
‘of the conference attended the ¢
vice of Wednesday evening, more tl
1900 persons by actual count being
ithe Auditorium, The space in front
the big building was occupied by fi
six automombiles and many carriag
carryalls and stages, the people c
iing from a radius of at least f
imiles to hear the great evangelist,
|Foulkes presided and the open
{prayer was made by the Rev.
{Hamilton, pastor of the - Metho
|Church of Stony Brook. The Rev.
J. Wilbur Chapman, the famous e)
|gelist also offered prayer. Mrs.
{llam P. Youngs sang effectively
fbeautiful solo. Gipsy Smith sang
isweet voice and in appealing tone
hymn, “Pass It On.”

Gipsy Smith had intended to pre
& sermon, but there were so many
quests that he tell his life story
he finally consented, although he i
he should take occasion to preac
little during its recital. He spoke
“From Gipsy Tent to Pulpit.”
eaid in the course of his wonderful
dress:

I have been requested to tell
grace found me in my gipsy tent
I will try to do so, but at the s
time I shall speak concerning the 1
ter whom I serve and who has ¢
such great things for me, and can
has done so much for you and all
world. 1 shall close by giving a
sonal invitation, and I hope man
those who have not accepted the
jor will do sp before they leave
building tonight.

In spite of the skepticism of &
of you I am a real gipsy. We gij
are of real blood, we are the
rthing, not the counterfiets that s
times go around in wagons from [
to place. We have manners and
toms all our own. We are so o0
«do not know how old. There are |
two and a half to four and a half
lions of gipsies in the world,
question is frequently asked wh
gypsy is. There are all soris of a
ers: “One who tells fortunes.” *
dow who swipes kids.” It is not
The gipsies have so many childre
their own that they do mnot nee
steal any. Of some of their cha
eristics I shall not speak, but in
jof the fact that they have no I
no schools, no education, no reli;
{surroundings, they are the most ¢
ipeople in the world. I never kne
@ gypsy who was divorced, and
they have no Bible. I mever kn

fallen woman in a tent. And yet
dhave no Bible. A gipsy boy is
taught to honor woman. I neverl

of a gipsy breaking into a bank ¢
organizing one. And yet they ha
Bible. When you read cheap
novels, go to a picture show, sa)
to yourselves please, “What woul
e without a Bible or without chu
and religious influences?”

There is no vice in my veins no
fol in my blood. I do not knos
taste of the stuff. Jesus saved !
my gipsy tent before I contracte
evil habits. I believe it is bette
have a fence on the edge of a pre:
than to have a hospital at the b
If any one here has any evil ha
beg of you to give yourself to (
now and be freed from them.
sins of the gipsies are not so
as they are painted. My uncle
verted when he was 99, liv
beautiful life for two years and
at 101, and he was the father of 1
one children.

Some of the sins of my peop
drink, pilfering, nothing big, and i
ing, but the biggest sin is lying,
women are hard to bring to Chri
will not come to Him because o
fortune telling. That is lying, A v
knows it, but she continues the pi
as a means of making money f
sustenance. My father is still
at the age of 82, tall straight
weighs about 240 pounds, He is
the_saints of the world. On
when I left him for a world to
came in for prayers—he lives
door to me in Cambridge, Eng
and with him were the man s
the maid and all the household
Ninety-first Pslam was read ar
1 asked father to present me
throne of grace while I was aw
said: “No. You are where I pre
you when I found Christ, my 1
Savior.”

Some people are careful of
they never possessed, therefor
are anxious about the reputat
others. The ‘gypsies travelec
country without church, and the
people left us there, never
mear us and inquiring about ou:
probably considering that we
have any, God saw something
ever, in that gypsy tent, for ot
came six preachers. One tir
oldest child, a daughter, was
sick. A doctor was called fr
nearest village. He examine
daughter over the door and th
father and mother that she had
pox. He told us to take the
into a secluded lane near by.
8o, and then my father pitched
under a hawthorn tree, Father
faithful nurse, mother réemainin
wagon to take care of the ¢
©One after another the girls we
en to the tent, where father fa
watched over them. Mother
come as near #s was safe f
food, but one day she went tc
She was a woman and she ha
man's heart for her sick childr
came nearer and nearer, an:
have said, one day she came
and she took the smallpox,
were mother, sister, brother,
with it, and a little babe was
a few days. There was no C
to help.

One duy; mother--ghe ' was 1
mother, but dear-to us allec:



