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PROSPECTIVE SOURCES
OF WATER SUPPLY.

As our readers well know, the Times
holds no brief for the Esquimalt Water
Works Company, so our position will
not be misunderstood when we point
out that our correspondent “Taxpayer,”
whose contributions we value very
highly, falls into a too common error
in regard to the capacity of the Gold-
stream property as a source \of water
supply for the city of Victoria. The
réservoirs of the Esquimalt Water
Works Company at Goldstream are
capable of storing a sufficient supply of
water, according to competent en-
gineers, to meet the requirements of a
population many times in excess of th_e
popuiation of Victoria at the” present
time. Three million gallons per diem
would be 4 generous allowance for all
the people within the existing muni-
cipal boundaries and for all else whom
we may be morally bound to consider
in laying plans for the immediate fu-
ture. In any of the schemes for aug-
;nenting this supply the utmost that is
contemplated is a pipe capable of de-
livering at the city boundaries five
million gallons per day. That is the
capacity of the pipe the experts figure
upon when they estimate the cost of
connection with Sooke Lake. For every
additional unit of five million gallons
up tq the full capacity of the lake that
estimate would have to be increased
correspondingly. It is therefore, obvi-
ously, a mistake to assume that an ex-
penditure of from .fifteen hundred to
two million dollars would, as many do
assume,- would make avaiable for the
purposes of citizens the whole of the
watershed of Sooke Lake.

It is well to remember, in considering
the matter of future water supply, that
the fact of the waters of Goldstream
becoming exhausted, or nearly ex-
i1au$ted. during the past two years,
does not necessarily imply that similar
conditions would obtain should the city
acquire the system, The tramway com-
ing has been calling for .a supply of
water for power purposes of from
twelve to fifteen million ‘galons per
diem. In the water thus released were
conserved for domestic purposes it
would be ample for the requirements
of a city having a population greater
than any one living-is likely to sgee
congregated within the present muni-
cipal limits, Taken in conjunction with
the present system, it would serve, be-
yond question, the population of the
entire peninsula,

FIGHTING FOR OUR TIMBER.

" Quite an interesting contest is being
waged in Washington in which British
Columbia timber is the special prize.
There has been a good deal of specula-
tion within the past year irmour timber,
capitalists have acquired
large holdings at considerable expense,
from which the people of the province,
the original owners, have derived very
little profit. These American specula-
tors in our resources and other owners
of native timber are now endeavoring
to persuade Congress to legislate in
such a manner as will redound to their
particular interests, Owners of Ameri-
can timber want our lumber kept out of
their haome market, Owners of British
Columbia limits want it to be admit-
ted at reduced rates of duty. The fight
is ostensibly in the interests of the peo-
ple at large, in reality it is in the in-
terests of persons who are already
pretty fairly endowed with this world’s
goods, but who, in accordance with the
natural traits of human nature, want
to heap up great mounds of treasure:
The advocates of a low rate of duty,
altruistic to a degree, maintain that if
some outside source of lumber supply
be not found, the whole of the country
must soon be shaved clean of its re-
sources in timber. The protectionists
protest that if their products are
brought into competition with ‘theap
British Columbia or Canadian lumber
they will be absolutely ruined. Their
misfortunes will, furthermore, fall with
terrible force on workingmen.' whose
bread and butter will be cut off with
the closing of mills and camps and all
the institutions which live and move
and have their material being in the
environment created by the timber in-
dustry. In face of such a perplexing
situation what is a poor Congressman
to do? He is listening patiently to the
arguments of the contending factions
in the House, But he is also giving his
ear to the more potént suggestions of
the persuasive gentlemen in the labbies,
where the real contest ig taking place.
At the present writing it appears that
the speculators who have acquired the
timber limits of British Columbia are
likely to prevail, Whatever the out-
come, the effect ought to be to increase
our natural pride in the plenitude of
our natural resources, This feeling of
elation need not necessarily be temper-
ed with resentment against our govern-
ment for not striving to realize on be-
half of the public the profit which has
passed 80 easily into the pockets of pri-
vate individuals. Why should the pul-
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lic be envious .of the increasing num-
ber of persons, some of them very in-
timatély connected with the McBride
government, who are growing rich as a
result of speculation in timber, which
is after all only figuratively the pro-
perty of all the people?

AIR NAVIGATION,

No one, not even the most sanguine
of scientific “aviators,” had any defi-
nite igea of what practical results are
likely to follow the experiments in air
navigation now 8o general throughout
the world. Some experimenters tell us
that the airship will be a valuable
gid to military men in directing the
operations of an army. But wars and
battles are not such common incidents
in the lives of men and of nations as
they were a half century or a century
ago. If the ‘inventors of airships hope
to derive profit from their works, they
must turn their machines to more gen-
eral and more practical account. Some
of them are convinced that this can
be done. There may be plenty of rea-
son for the faith that is in them.
They have as yét given the sceptic
no reason for divesting hig mind of
its natural prejudices. The weakness
of all air-navigating vessels is their
limited carrying capacity. It is out of
all proportion to their displafement,
as the builder of water-ships might say
in his matter of fact way. Even Count
Zepperlin’s dirigible balloon, which, as
its name implies, can be. successfully
steered in the direction its navigator
wills, a structure nearly as large as
an ocean-going steamship, can only
carry fifteen or twenty men. Of what
use would such a machine be in the
practical affairs of this world when a
steamship - or g railway train can
transport so many thousands of tons
of freight and so many thousands of
human beings? That is the point
which cannot be explained. But the
bultders and the navigators of these
new machines continue to construct
and to experiment with them. They
meet the criticisms of doubters by
pointing out, and with truth, that in
the early days of steamships and
steam locomotives the future of these
vehicles, now indispensable, was just
as .doubtful. Their inventors were
called victimg of misdirectéed enthu-
siasm, sometimes madmen. The direc~
tors of scientific journals are encour-
aging the airship men, which they
would.scarcely do did they not believe
that there is method in the present
cpidémic of apparent madness. The
Scientific American is offering a trophy
for the inventor who flies his machine
farthest through the air under cer-
tain conditions. Our New York tech-
nical contemporary seems to l?elie\'e
that Mr. Douglas McCurdy stands a
good chance of carrying off this prize.
It says: )

“Judging from the recent perform-
ances of Mr, McCurdy in Nova Scotia
with the fourth aeéroplane—the “Sil-
ver Dart'—of the Aerial Experiment
Associa[tlon, the year 1909 is to witness
even more rapid progress in aviation
here than was made in France last
year.

“After having made comparatively
few practice flights this young Cana-
dian engineer, on March 10th, in-
creased his previous records to nearly
20 miles in two flights of 13 and 22
minuteg duration respectively, Two
days before he-had already made a
flight of 11 minutes duration. The
aeroplane, mounted on wheels, started
and landed on the ice of ‘Lake Bras
d’Or, near Baddeck, N. S. In one of
the flights this new aviator is said to
have attained a height of 50 feet and
to have performed various evolutions.
At his request, the Aero Club of Amer-
ica is sending a representative to Nova
Scotia to officially control a flight for
the Scientific American Trophy, which
it ‘has recently been decided to award
each year to the aviator who makes
the longest flight in an official trial.
Hereafter, anyone having a heavier-
than-air machine which has shown it-
self capable of flight can have an of-
ficia)] trial by notifying the Aero Club
of ‘t\merica two or three days in ad-
vance, and remitting double the rail-
way fare from New York to the point
of trial, plus $4 for each day upon
which a trial is to be made. The mini-
mum . distance for 1909 is 25 kilometers
(15% miles). If a sufficient number of
machines, are developed during the
next few months, it is probable that
a contest will be arranged near New
York city.

“The Scientific American Trophy has
served a useful purpese in encouraging
the development of new flying ma-
chines.  From now on it will stand for
the greatest achievement in aviation
in America.”

VICTORIA’S HONORABLE MEMBER

Considering the peculiar circum-
stances under which he obtained his
seat in the House of Commons, one
might reasonably expect the represen-
tative of Victoria to be exceedingly
discreet in his public utterances and
modest in his parliamentary demeanor.
But Mr. Barnard, we are exceedingly
sorry to observe, i8 not s0. On the
contrary, he bears himself with an
effront®ry that must be positively of-
fensive to his fellow-representatives
and embarrassing to his leader. Dur-
ing the discussion last week of the
question of deferred elections, brought
up in the house by Mr. Burrell, the
member for Victoria once more took
occasion to deny that he was respon-
sible for the forgery of a telegram

which nlaved such an imvortant nart

'in his election.
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To Mr., G. H. Barn-
ard's futile efforts to dissociate him-
self from that malodorous transaction

we have no objection to raise. The fact
that he feels impelled to deny all con-

nection 'with the forgery proves that
Mr. Barnard is quite conscious of the
indefensibility of it. But our repre-
sentative, whose status in the opposi-
tion is measured by the position to
which he has been relegated upon the
back benches, was not content with
protesting his innocence of connection
with the forged telegram. He must
needs inflate his chest and boast of
his wonderful achievement in defeat-
ing thé Minister of Inland Revenue.
Alone and unaided this gentleman,
with a “headiness” characteristic of
the great Barnard family, says he
went forth and overcame a member
of the government. But Mr. G. H.
Barnard was careful to boast at a
time when no other representative of
British Columbia had an opportunity
to reply to him. Those representatives
know, as every one knows in Victoria,
that there were influences other than
Mr. George Henry Barnard's puissant
personality applied to secure the de-
feat of the Minister of Inland Revenue.
And such influences were not confined to
whispered pledges 6f what Mr, George
Henry Barnard would do for the con-
stituency and persons in the consti-
tuency in case he were returned at the
head of the poll. Furthermore, Iif
Mr. George Henry Barnard did not
know at the time he read that tele-
gram for the first time in public that
it was a forgery, he knew shortly
afterwards of the commission of the
crime,.
considered .it a master political stroke.
If he had been an honorable man,
knowing as he did twenty-four hours
before the polls opened of the com-
mission of the offence, he would have
made the facts public and shriven his
conscience of the sin of heing an ac-
cessory immediately after the fact.
Even yet, if Mr. Barnard were a man
of fine feelings and deep sense of honor,
he would resign his seat and refuse to
profit by the criminality of his news-
paper organ.

FIRE DEPARTMENT VACANCY.

Chief W’atéon of the Victoria Fire
Department hag resigned his position.
Mr. Watson was a very energetic of-
ficial.” There is no question in the mind
of the most out-spoken of hig critics
that he did the best he could to guard
the property of citizens from destruc-
tion by fire. The general trend of the
complaint against him is that he did
not display that administrative or or-
ganizing ability which should be the
prime requisite in-the head of a fire
department. In consequénce for some
time there has been a latent feeling
that it would be better in the interests
of the city if a change were made. Mr.
Watson has given the fire wardens an
opportunity to engage an official whom
they deem better qualified for such an
important post. The judgment of this
department of municipal government in
making the selection of a successor to
Mr. Watson will be watched with a
good dea] of interest by our citizens.
They may be presumed to be acquaint-
ed with the personnel of the present
members -of  the city’'s fire-fighting
corps and to know whether any of these
members are ‘competent to fill the
vacancy resulting from Mr. Watson’s
resignation. There will also doubtless
be a considerable number of applica-
tions from outside sources, making
the matter of selection an extremely
difficult one,

At this crisis in fire department af-
fairs it is Mot a matter for surprise
that many citizens turn to the record
of the predecessor of Mr, Watson, Mr.
Thomas Deasy, and inquire whether a
wiser thing could be done than at-
tempt to secure his services. The
Times does not know whether Mr.
Deasy is disengaged, or whether, being
disengaged, he would consent- to his
name being submitted as a candidate
for the. position. But the consensus of
opinion is that, although somewhat
autoeratic in his relations with his
men (a temperamenta] attribute whicn
caused some friction and finally his
resigntation), the regime of the former
chief was remarkable for the immunity
Victoria enjoyed from destructive fires.
It was possibly only natural that a
volunteer fire brigade would not sub-
mit to the methods of discipline con-
sidered necessary by one who is essen-
tially a disciplinarian. 'We have a fully
paid department now, which is pre-
sumably amenable to whatever regula-
tions may be considered necessary with
the view of obtaining efficiency. Mr.
Deasy's qualifications have been proved
in the city of Nelson since he resigned
his position in Victoria. None but a
tried man should receive the appoint-
ment, in any event. The position is
one 'of great responsibility ang should
g0 to a man of proved ability.

During the past couple of years the
growth of the residential districts of
Victoria has been remarkable. The
business section of the city is just be-
ginning to feel the quickening impulse
of a new life. Many new blocks of
handsome character and design. are
projected and will soon be in process
of construction. The year 1909 will
mark the beginning of our ‘“growing
time.”

NELSON'S NEXT FIGHT.
Milwaukee, Wis.,, March 29.—Bat-
tling Nelson announced yesterday that
a match had been arranged for him on
April 23 in New York. His opponent
will be picked from Packey McFarland,

Freddic Welsh or Owen Moran. *

And the chances are that he )

WILL UTILIZE TIMBER
AT JORDAN RIVER

Company That Has Taken
Over Holdings Is a Strong
One.

The Michigan Lumber Company, which
has recently taken over the holdings of
the Jordan River Lumber Company near
here, are preparing to fully develop their
holdings. Several days ago the announce-
ment was made in the Times that the
transfer of the property had taken place.
Those interested are taking active steps
to get everything in shape to take full ad-
vantage of the rich holdings. The com-
pany includes among its directors:
Charles W. Liken. president of the Huron
Bay Lumber Company  of Sebewaing,
Mich.; John H. Moore, of Seattle; W. T,
Coleman, of the Nebraska Investment
Company, Seattle; S. M. Cochran, presi-
dent Nebraska Investment Co., Seattle;
Chas. A. Phelps, treasurer of the Mack-
ley-Phelps-Bonnell €o., Grand Rapids,
Mich.; Wm. F. Knight, president White
River Lumber Company, of Quebec, Can-
ada; E. B. Budwell, vice-president of the
Standard . Screw Co.,  Detroit, Mich.;
Charles T. Moore, timber-expert and mill
operator, of Seattle, Wash,; and Judge
W. L. Carpenter, of Detroit.

SIDNEY CONSERVATIVES
HAD A HOT MEETING

i A miatie

Road Grant of Provincial Gov-
ernment Gives Rise to
Trouble.

Thursday the residents of *Sidney
were startled. There was a sudden
rise in the temeprature, and it became
hot. Unwonted noises were heard in
the neighborhood of the court house.
Various theories were advanced, but
it proved to be only a meeting of the
Conservative Association, or, to be
more accurate, of the inner circle of
that august body. Had the meeting
been called to fight the Liberals every
Conservative in North Saanich would
have been invited, but, as the only
question for consideration was a div-
ision of the spoils provided by the Me-
Phillips branch of the McBride gov-
ernment, the hoi polloi, the mere
voters, were not invited—the _ select
few only had tickets.

Two sessions ago the McBride gov-
ernment made an appropriation of
$1,250 to be spent on the main trunk
roads of North Saanich. This money
was not handed over to this municipal
council to spend. Mr. McPhillips
knew a trick worth two of that. It
was to be spéent by the appointee of
the association;”but under the direc-
tion and with the advice of the asso-
ciation. One thousahd of the money has
been spent'or otherwise. Two hundred
and fifty dollars remain. Councillop
Hewitt and Petér Imrie had persuaded
the McBride government to spend this
small balance on a new road whichis
being opened up past Mr, Hewitt’s
farm, where it ends abruptly. So a
meeting ‘of the ‘faithful was called to
consider the matter.

Mr. Billings was chairman. He was
impartial, ‘gave every one a chance to
speak, but had his own opinions, too.
He was against the diversion of the
funds from the origina] purpose for
which they were granted.

When the meeting was opened Mr.
Hewitt moved that al] persons not
members of the association be request-
ed to ratire. They retired. Mr.
Hewitt defended. -the government'’s
action by saying that the moneys
were granted to the district so as to
refund to the people the taxes that
they paid on personal property, and
he added that the farmers paid all this
tax. Some of them reminded him that
there were other farmers besides him-
self, that the farmers had an exemp-
tion of $500, while householders re-
ceived no such exemption.

The chairman asked Mr. Critchley
ko give his opinion on the matter. Mr.
Critchley declined to do so on the
ground that he was secretary of the
assoclation, and therefore should not
have an opinion. This ig the only
known instance in which Mr, Critchley
declined to exvress his opinion upon
any subject or admitted that he had
none.

Mr. Imrie sided with Mr. Hewitt.
Mr. Imrie has gome land farther
north. The road points that way, and
some day may réach Mr, Imrie’s farm.

Mr. Norris wished to know why Mr.
Critchley had not notified al] the mem-
bers of the association of the meeting
and invited them to attend insteaq of
calling a hole and corner gathering.
Mr. Critchley replied that if .they had
provided him with a motor car and
supplied him with postage stamps he
would havé notified everybody. He did
the best he could.

The meeting went merrily on.
Messrs. R. Horth, John Brethour and
Fletcher North vigorously opposed the
“diversion of public funds to a pri-
vate purpose.”

Hot words followed, and there was
danger of a break up of the meeting.

A member remarked that the Keay
bridge should be finished, that it was
like a fish trap now, but as it was a
mile from the sea it could not be used
for that purpose,

The final result was that a motion
was passed by a vote of two to one
condemning the action of the McBride
government in directing the diverison
of the $250. But Mr. Hewitt said the
work on his road would g€o on the next
day all the same.

The meeting ended, but everybody in
Sidney is now carolling: '“There was
a hot time in the old town last night,”

DEATH OF GEORGE PRICE.

St. John, N. B., March 29.—George
Price, bow oar of the ‘famous Paris
crew, died on Friday night at his
home in Carleton. The crew won the
championship of the world at Paria,
France, in 1867, when they defeateil
all comers in four-mile races at the fa-
mous international regatta. Elijah
Ross, of Carleton is now the sole sur-
vivor of the crew that brought the
world’s rowing championship to Can-
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WHITE SILK PARASOLS,

pretty mounted natural

AN >~

and Glace silk, $2.00, $2.50, $3.00, $3.50,
=R R e e R I e
PONGEE PARASOQLS, in Iawn and silk, with
handles,
$1.75, $2.00, $2.50, $3.00, $3.50 and $3.75

rusting

in Jap taffeta

$1.50,

F;é,ncwaarasols Will Be
Popular This Year

Indications point to this season being the greatest season for parasols that there has been for’
some time. Fancy parasols of all kinds will be greatly used, and parasols to match the suits worn

For present use silk parasols the shade of the suit worn will be used, for later wear white
ones for white suits, pongee shades for suits of the same color, and all sorts of fancy effects to
use with suthmer dresses. A few suggestions—

FANCY PARASOLS, a beautiful assortment
of sunshades, made of silk applique and
chiffon, all dainty, desirable shades, and
Priced at $6.75
T SRR ORI SRR
FANCY PRINTED BATISTE PARASOLS,
with spot, stripe and ring designs....75¢
LAWN PARASOLS, in sky, pink, Nile, pon-
gee cream and white, cane handles $1.00

LAWN PARASOLS, with fancy striped bor-
ders, in pink, mauve, sky and pongee
) AN IR e R e ) D

SILK PARASOLS, in pongee, with floral de-
sign border, and tan and navy, with fancy
striped borders ...... .

SILK PARASOLS in neweststripe and faney
borders, with patent frame, in all colors.
$2:75, 8300 and .... .... ........$3.50

WHITE LAWN PARASOLS, with lace and

Swiss insertion and double row tucks, non-
frame,
8l lenideai e T ad wavit ey, DR

SELF-COLORED PARASOLS,
mixture cover, in shades of
brown, electric, royal green, sky, emerald
and navy blue, with natural wood
ales oo et

SILK' PARASOLS, with pretty stripe and
check effect and satin border . .....$2.00

....82.50

natural wood handles

with silk
Alice, tan,

han-
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Settle the Hat Question Now
Don’t wait until the last minute, when the milliners will be rushed, select your hat now, the

assortment is broad enough to please you, no matter how hard you are to suit, and this season’s
styles are so varied that you will have no trouble getting a hat that is correct and at the same

time becoming.

e

Our millinery showroom is a veritable garden these days; flowers, the season’s strongest

. favorite for trimmings, are there in profusion, and combined with the pretty colorings ¢f the
hats make the showroom particularly inviting. When you conie you will find hats to suit all
purses, and all tastes. Our assortment was never so complete as now. You will find that a visit
to our showrooms will be pleasant and profitable.

.
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ANOTHER BLOCK TO
BE BUILT IN CITY

B. C. Land & Investment Com-
pany Will Erect Three-
Story ‘Buildin’g.-

Victoria is to be marked this summer
by the greatest activity in the building
line that it has seen for mény yedrs. In
addition to those already mentioned the
B. C. Land & Investment Company have
made arrangements to at once erect a
new block on the, corner of Langley and
Broughton streets.

It will be & three story building, fitted
up on the ground floor for stores or of-
fices, with two:stories for offices above.
The ground occupied is about 60 feet by
70 feet, but being located on a corner has
special advantages. Already a number
of the offices have been taken.

The building will be of brick and will be
fitted up with every convenience.

OFFICERS AND INDIANS
FIGHT PITCHED BATTLE

Oklahoma City, Okla., March 29.—In
a pitched battle at Hickory camp
ground on Saturday night between a
nosse of five officers and twenty Creek
Indians of the Snake clan, Officers Ed-
ward Daun and Herbert Odom, both
of Checolah, were killed. Frank Jones
and William Carr, other members of
the posse, escaped without injury and

| fled to the settlement, where the news

of the battle was telephoned to Sheriff
Odom. ;

Frank Swift, a member of the posse
of officers sent to the home of Chitti
Harjo, chief of Snake clan of the Creek
Indians, to serve a warrant on the
chief, was not killed, but was probably
fatally wounded. Herbert Odom, son
of the sheriff of McIntosh county, and
Edward Daun city marshal of Che-
colah, were killed outright. Swift
dragged himself from the scene of the
battle and was later picked up by Wm.

Carr, one of the escaping officers, and i

taken to Pierce, a station a mile away.
Frank Jones, another of the posse who
escaped, boarded a train at Pierce and
went to Checolah, bearing some details
of the battle,

The officers, having heard that the
Indians and negroes were again peace-
able after the battle of Thursday
morning, approached the cabin of
Harjo, near Hickory camp ground,
without fear, As they _entered the
chief’s yard twenty guns were levelled
upon them from as many men in the
house and around the corners. Odom
and Daun fell dead and Swift .was
seriously wounded. Joness ran some
yards and hid himself in a clump of
trees unti] the In%ians disappeared.
Then he hurried to Pierce,

Within thirty minutes of the time
when reports of the battle reached
Checolah, a hundred men were armed.
Hvery available gun and practically all
the ammunition in town were taken.
In an hour fifty men were marching
toward Hickory ground. When the
news reached Muskogee, officers im-
mediately issued a call for men, and in
a. short time a posse of fifty were
ready to march.

A dispatch from Checolah says that
the Snake Indians have been purchas-
ing rifies and ammunition for & month
past, and that they are supplied with
powder and lead enough to last them
two days. Harjo, who had so often
within the past two years expressed
displeasure at the restraint of law, and
has often called his men inte council
on that account, is believed to be de-
termined to make'a firm stand in fe-
half of his ideas of liberty. His band
heve beew outlaws for year

m————"

VICTORIA THEATRE LET
TO- EDMUND GARDINER

High-class Productions Prom-
ised for Summer
Months.

(From Friday’'s Daily.)

A sixteen weeks’ lease of the Vic-
toria theatre has been taken by Ed-
mund Gardiner, well known  in the
United States as a theatrical director
for the past fifteen. years, and last
summer of San Diego, Cal., where he
occupied thg Isis theatre the whole
summer. Mr. Gardiner has to-day
taken possession of the theatre and
wag this morning busy giving instruc-
tions to contractors for the rehabili-
tation of the premises inside and out.

A high class company will open the
first or second week in May under Mr.
Gordiner's direction and control, His
object is to make the proposition pay,
and . to achieve it he understands that
the productions offered Victoria the-
atre goerg will have to be of that fin-
ished character that will command the
attention of the whole population.
This he says he is going to do. He
will bring a strong capable and ex-
perienced company and offer Victor-
ians plays, by Pinero, Henry Arthur
Jones, Sydney 'Grundy, Dion Bouci-
cault, Oscar Wilde, and other notable
playwrights, whose names are at the
top of their profession in London and
America.

Among members of former companies
directed by him were the following:
Edmund Breeze, who is starring in the
“Lion and the Mouse,” in London;
Theodore Roberts, Ada Lewis, Lillian
Albertson, whom he produced years
ago in ’Frisco, and who made her
name under his direction and after-
wards went to New York; James
Keane and Elinor Montelle, and the
favorites through two . continents,
Harry Roberts and Maggie Moore. Mr.
Gardiner’'s companies have heretofore
been kept to a high standard, and he
proposes the following summer, if Vic-
toria. offers a syccessful first season,
to take in conjunction the Vancouver
opera, house. That he is of the opin-
ion that Victoria will respond is evi-
dent from the fact that he has com-
menced operations and signed an en-
gagement with Charles Rosa, the scenic
artist, who will spend the summer
season here with paint and brushes,
Mr. Gardiner promises that for over
four months Victoria theatre goers
will not see the same scene twice,

He plans for seven performances per
week, including the Saturday matinee,
but when the theatre is occupied by
touring shows the Gardiner company
will fill the night at the Vancouver
opera house, returning next day for
the night performance here.

This morning he said he expects to
take in at the box office the sum of
$5,000 -per week, which will amount to
$80,000. for the engagement. Mr. Gar-
diner points out that by local support
the almost entire part of that $80,000
will be spent here in Victoria and not
taken out as is the profit of the regular
touring show that comes in'on a per-
centage and carries away $800 or $900
of Victorian money to circulate in the
States.

The prices for the season will pro-
bably be $1L.50 for boxes and $1.00 to
25 cents for other seats. The prelim-
inary arrangements include the paint-
ing of the outside of the theatre and
the re-decoration of the interior in
parts, and the re-appointing of the
stage and dressing rooms.

Typhoid bacilli have been known to exist
in a patient seven years after the typhoid
fever has passed.

PIONEER RESIDENT OF
CITY PASSES AWAY

Thomas Edward Wood Died
Saturday at Very Ad-
vanced Age.

(From Monday’s Daily.)

In the death of Thomas Edward
Wood, sr., which took place on Satur-
day at the family residence, 1128 Cale-
donia avenue, Victoria loses one of its
oldest citizens, both in years and in
length of residence,

Mr. Wood was born in London, Eng-
land, ninety-ope years ago, and came
out to Canada in 1862, settling in Vic-
toria where he had made his home ever
since., For some years he was connect-
ed with the mercantile marine service,
which he left to take charge of the
Marine hospital, a position which * he
filled very successfully for a long per-
iod. After giving this up he got out
from active business life, and for many
yvears’ past had been living in retire-
ment. He was one of the oldest Odd
Fellows in the city, and for 39 years
had been an active member of Victoria
Lodge, No. 1, in-which he held many
offices of honor and responsibility.

Mrs. Wood survives her husband,
with one son, Thomas Wood, of the
Albion Iron Works, and one daughter,
Mrs. John GQGoigdarripe, of Victoria
‘West. The funeral is fixed for to-mor-
row afternoon, leaving the family resi-
dence at half-past two for St. Barna-
bas’ church, where the first portion. of
the burial service will be read by the
rector, Rev, E. G. Miller, and then pro-
ceeding to Ross Bay cemetery, The
brethren of Victoria Lodge, No. 1, I, O.
0. F., will attend in a body, and Odd
Fellows of other lodges will also be
present as a mark of respect

PREPARING TO
CELEBRATE EMPIRE DAY

Athletic Club May Arrange for
Programme at
Nanaimo.

B e ——

Nanaimo, March 25.—There will be a
meeting to-morrow night in the Ath-
letic Club to consider the question of
holding -a celebration on the 24th of
May on an entirely new plan. The
sports last year were not as good as
they might have been, and some of the
citizens then conceived the idea of
handing over the arrangements for the
day to the Athletic Club, The club last
summer held two fleld days, both of
which were unqualified successes so far
as the sport was concerned. The club
itself lost money on both days. How-
ever the second meet was exceptionally
good. The athletes who competed, some
of whom were from Vietoria, were de-
lighted with the prizes offered and
thoroughly satisfied with the treatment
they received, and promised not only
to come back again, but to bring their
friends with them, There is therefore
a strong public feeling to allow the
Athletic Club to take over the day and
make and carry out all arrangements.

MAIL BOX ROBBERIES.

Brockyville, Ont., March 29.—Joseph
Larocque, Gilbert Russ@ll and James
Murray, three boys, were found guilty
of robbing mail boxes at the local post-
office and have been sentepnced to
terms of not less than three years and
not more than five years. All go to
industrial schools at Toronto.
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