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e happy in being able to say that t-he_war-cloud which
ppa:}n‘;t?;elmn%pzver us is dispersed.‘ : An.d “'h}l(s we are {)h)a?lk-
ul to God that our highly favored Irovmqe 18 not to be the
heatre of war, with its numerous des.tructlve nttgnduntx?, we
are also grateful to the same kind'Prowdcncc that, in mlsw}er.to
housands of earnest prayers, war is averted bet.wccn two (; mts-
ian nations, both of which are cm_'ncstly lahm‘_mg, n‘ot }on’ y ((l)
romote the progress of cience. literature, philanthrop hy, and
he various arts of life, but to spread the gospel of p.c:l(.ft‘: : f-m
in some instances are combinedly supporting men 11‘1.. oi(‘,xgn
ands to preach this Gospel, and to disseminate its blcs.xfng‘.,s.t :

We are sorry that civil war rages to so awful an g.\tcn in
the neighboring rclﬂxblic, and thnt_so manv are being cut.d?\ml
by this dreadful scourge. But while we deplore the ex‘?&tc)nc:(,
of this scourge among our neighl)()_rs, we cannot shl}t uur. Lycs
to what to us appears the originating cause, the existence an
the fostering of that fearful curse to a nation—slavery. Our
fervent prayer to God«is that these bloody scenes n'w.?'. S.()Oll
cease to be enacted, and that this war may be in II:s prov 1(‘luncc
over-ruled to wipe the stain of glavery fmn.l the Lpitcd_ bt::tez
escutcheon, and to carry out His own gracious designs /m tha

try.

COlmSir)llce the Conference of 1861, two of our Local Elders, and _
one of our Supernumerary Ministers, have becn.ca}lled awa'y, we
trust, to the rest of heaven ; and one of our I\Ilqlstcm has be%n
placed on the superannuated list. We have rccelvedwtcn Breth-
ren into the ranks of our itinerancy at the present Lonferencg,
five of whom are unmarried and promising young men. We
have had an increase this year of eighteen Chapels, seven Par-
sonages, seventy-seven members, and forty-nine on trial. Our
smali increase in membership is to some extent attributable tg
the great nurfber of removals this year. We feel 8OITY an
humbled before God that our increase has been sosmall, and wc:
earnestly pray that the Great Head of the Church may pour ou
his Spirit anew and more fully than ever upon us speedily. As
it regards our funds, there has been no advance upon last year,
but some small deficiency, so that ten per cent will have to be
taken off the grants made to the Circuits. One reason that may
be assigned for this fact is the failure of the crops in some parts

the country, and another is, the scarcity of money in the

untry generaly.

h lnyrgferenceyto the Theological Institute, we woulfi Bay th.at
two young Brethren have satisfactorily pursued' their studies
under the tuition of Rev. W. McClure; and as it regards the
future prospects of ‘this Institution, we may add that, it is now
to have a permanent location, and to be established on a per-
manent basis. More than £111 has already been promised by
the members of this Conference for the accomplishment of this
object, and probably the amount will be much enlarged yet.—




