
3018 COMMONS
The Biudget-Mr. MueNýicol

Quebec and New Brunswick and the dominion
goverfiment, to supply the necessary money
to buy the sites, which belong to pioneers,
and these pioneers should receive fair com-
pensation for giving up their land. Maritime
economy can be greatly enhenced by the pro-
duction of 65,000 horse-power at Grand Falls,
rnstead of the present 40,000 horse-power.

About one-half of the flow of the river
comes in from the state of Maine, so 1 drove
to the remotest Parts of the state of Maine-
where I believe no whee]s had been in years,
for I could find no trecks and I could go no
farther-to see the reservoir sites in Maine.
But after an exhaustive survey which I made
in that state I reali7ed that we mighit just as
well flot %vaste time trying to get any more
watec from the state of Maine. 1 did find
something thet amazed me. A]though the
Allagash river, the principal tributary of the
Saint John in the state of Maine, arises in
Chamberlain leke in the international water-
shed and therefore should be under the
control of the international joint commission
and is controlled by the Ashburton treatv of
1842, I found the outiet of lake Chamberlain
dammed so that no water can go through it.
and the canal et the other end of the leke
takes the water into Penobseot river. It is
not much use worrying our h-cads trying to,
recover that water hecause on the Penobseot
river are many hig factories wbich xould fight
against any stoppage of the water. That
water is now diverted out of the international
watershed. 1 am flot going to wq.ste time on
that. I return to u here I lcft off a, moment
ago. If we wish to improv e power production
at Grand Falls it can be dlonc. It will ncces-
s]tate buying land from the pioneers and
others to conserve the water in the Squetteck
area, beeause we caqnnot produce power with-
out water and without firm water. To produce
65,000 horse-power at Grand Falls-and it
cen be done-would require the conservation
of ail the run-off watec in the Medavçaske
water5zhed. which flows into the Saint John
at Edmundston.

F1rom observation 1 wotiJd say that from
5.000 to 10.000 horse-power cen be produced if
reservoirs were properl 'v bujît and controlled
on the Tohique river. just hefore it enters the
Saint John river. It bas high be.nks, and a
substantial flow, and it is an excellent place
to build a dam wvhich would have a substantiel
reservoir behind it. Why that water bas been
allowed to run as long as it ham witbout being
dammed is more than I Cen ind'er,,tend. If
that waer wece- conserved-and it can he
cons(rved-10,000 more or leas horse-power
could be rroduced there. It would mean a
very greet boost to maritime econ'omy. To

boost maritime economy they must have
cheap power and lots of it. The more they
have, the stronger their economy becomes, and
the better it is for ahl Canada; therefore I
feel ýthet in helping them I am helping the
wvorking men in the plants in Toronto.

I am gcing to cun rapidly on and, touch on
a number of other matters. I mey have to
omit some but I wilI cover all I can.

1 come to the Chignecto canal. I have been
over that site many times from end to end,
and lest September I had the great pleasure
of going along the route of the canal from the
bey of Fundy to Baie Verte across the îsthmus,
with my gond friend the hon. member for
Cumberland (Mr. Black). We walked over
part of it and et various places stopped and
observed. 1 am for a canal acroas the Chig-
necto îsthmus. I will go further and say
that the building of that canal bas been fifty
years deleyed, et a great bass to this country.
I go further and say, from some little experi-
ence, thet the canal can be easily built. I go
fuirther and say that it is an outrage againat
the maritime provinces that that canal was
flot built fifty or seventy-five years ago. I
say further that the building of that canal
w'ould revolutionize upwards the whole
eeonomy of the three maritime provinces.

The canal, if it were built, would shorten
the distance from Charlottetown to Saint
John by as much as 430 miles. It would
shorten the distance from Charlottetown to
the New England states as much as 325 miles,
and would shorten the distance from the bay
of Fundy to central Canada by as much as
375 miles-ail] for the good of trade. What
this country wants more than anything else
is interchange of trade; we can get that only
by cutting down transportation rates, and the
rates cen be eut down only by shortening the
distance and using boat traffie as much as we
can. The whole coast of New Brunswick on
the gulf of St. Lawrence is a vast treasure
house of timber. The Chignecto canal would
eut in two the price of delivering that timber
rom Newv Brunswick to the New England

states. If it costs $10 per thousand feet freîght
now. a Chignecto canal would eut it down
to $~5.

Not fer from my hon. friend's riding there
is a great resource of gypsum et Hillsborough.
I mention that now only because of the canal.
They produce at present about one-haîf the
gypsum produced in Canada. They have
inexhaustible supplies of it. I can picture
the Hillshocough gypsum milîs being two or
thrre or four times their present size if they
eould load the boats right et Hillshorough,
as they could if the canal were built, and take
the hoats through the canal up the gulf and the
St. Lawrence to Montreal, Toronto and other


