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., eal,

tion Cuts Down Military
Operations

LOST HEAVILY

Evidence Accumulates to
Show Germans’ Retirement:

Cost Them Dearly

FROM A STAFF NNARRESPANNENT

"OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS,

 British Hcadquarters in France, via
London, March 9.—Blizzard conditions
have prevailed on the western front
for two davs, holding the military op-
‘erations within a very small compass.
Coming after a ten days’ thaw and
the apparent approach of an early
spring the renewed cold has Dbeen
keenly felt.

The howiing March gales, sccom-
panied by heavy falls of snow, have
interfered with nearly every phase of
modern war activitv, except the pre-
sistent roar of the British guns, which
fire continuously, day and night and
regardless of weather, hurling death,
destruction and confusion behind the
cnemy’s lines.

They “search out” roads, pound
communication lines to cut off sup-
plies, “pay attention” to places where
reliefs are” 1'kely “to take place and
otherwise harrass the Germans with
scarcely 'a moment’s respite.

Germans Lose Heavily.

It is increasingly

carrying out: their ynent in the
Arras and Somme areas the Germans
aaerificed large numbers of their very
best soldiers. Carefully selected from
varfous regimeénts, they were given
dertain posts with instruétions to hold
them against all odds, a majority of
them having no idea that they were
fighting a rearguard action. Prisoners
taken represent the highest type of
the German army.

It was not until their repeated “S.
0.8” rocket signals for artillery as-
sistance went completely unanswered
that these men suspected the position
in which they had been placed—that
they formed a sacrificial screen cover-
ing the retreat of the main body of
their comrades. The prisoners still
profess belief in a Germamn victory,
frenkly saying that they base their
confidence largely in Germany’'s sub-
rearine campaign, which they and ail
the rest of the army have been told is
sure to bring peace within three
months. ‘Letters found on prisoners
and dead men also show the extent
to which the promise of victory thru
warfare has
been disseminated thruout the empire.

Keep U.S.- Break Secret.

On the other hand, great pains seem
to have been taken to prevent the men
et the front learning the details and
the possibilities entailed in the break
with' the United States. The prisoners
know virtually nothing of that situa-
tom, altho one had a letter from home
which read:

“I hope you are keeping well,
reads of British attacks daily. What
say you about America? Our situa-
tlon is becoming more and more ecriti-
Perhaps the U-boats will bring
the war to a speedy finish, or else we
shall make more enemies.”

The British artillery having - made
the bringing up of asphyxiating gas
eylinders to points of vantage
costly, the Germans have resorted to
the unrestricted employment of gas
shells, gas bombs and gas jars
e————

One

nt.that In.

100 !

|PLOTS AGAINST PLANTS
| REPORTED LAID BARE

|Schwartz and Kolb Believed to
Have Given Important
Information.

Hoboken, March 9.—The Hudson
County grand jury returned indict-
ments today against Hans Schwartz,
Fritz Kolb and a third man whose
identity was not disclosed, charging
them with having had high explosives
in their possession. The men are not
expected to plead to the indictment un-
til Monday.

The secrecy maintained regarding
the identity of the third man gave rise
to reports that Schwartz and Kolb,
arrested Monday on a technical charge,
bave given the state important infor-
mation relative to the munitions ex-
plosions at Black Tom Island and at
the Kingsland, N.J., plant of the Can-
adian Car & Foundry Co.

The police declare they found two
pombs in Kolb’s room when they went
there to arrest him.

TURKISH COLLAPSE
SEEMS IMMINENT
Nearness of Flood Season May

Delay Fall of
Bagdad

HAVE TO QUIT PERSIA

Defeat at Kut-el-Amara Com-
pels Moslem Evacuation
of Country

London, March 10.—The ‘latest
Russian despatches received here re-
porting the withdrawal of the Turks
from  several far apart’ points in
western Pergia are regirded as show-
ing that the Ottoman troops are now
in general retreat from the invaded
territary toward -their owm border,
' pursued by Russians, whose govern-
ment is calling’ on Persia to reoccupy
the towns already evacunated.

The Turkish retirement is attributed
here to the British success at Kut-el-
Amara and the rapid advance toward
Bagdad, which threatens the Turkish
lines of communication with Persia.
The Timeg, describing the Turkish op-
erations as being on the verge of eol-
lapse, nevertheless warns the people
against exaypgerating the prospects of
the Russo-British activities.

Of the general operations against
the Turks in Asia The Times says that
altho the campaigns in Armenia, Per-
gia and Mesopotamia &are all inter-
related there is no .early prospect of
bringinz them in closer touch.: The
Inewspaper points out that DBagdad
has not yet been captured, and that
before this is effected it may be ne-
cessary to seize advanced positions
northward of the city., Moreover, it
adds, the flood season is near. Never-
theless the belief is expressed ' that
Gen. Maude's successes hawve already
brilliantly restored British prestige in
the middle east. s

Mysterious U-Boat Is Seen
Heading for American Coast

Boston, March 9.—Capt. W. C. Nick-
erson, of the steamer Indian, which
arrived here today from Philadelphia,
reported that while passing 25 ‘miles
southwest of Fire Island, N.Y., yester-
day morning he sighted an’ unidenti-
fied submarine heading toward the
American coast. The undersea craft
was described as being 150 feet long,
painted black, and carrying a small
superstructure on her deck, which ap-
i peared to contain two periscopes. Of-
ficers of the steamer were called to
the bridge and agreed that the craft
did not look like an American vessel.

»
I
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« WAR SUMMARY 3

THE DAY’S EVENTS REVIEWED |

. §

ed infantry action, except
t_rF{n('h. raid yesterday near Biaches,
ciine guns,

veyed little news in the past

a blizzard has raged in the past 48 hours.
on a small scale.

enemy cannot safely bring up his
“firing off a great many shells and gl
and trench mortars.

v -

HE official British communications from the western front have con-

two days, and with good reason, for
The storm has prevent-
The British carried out a
however, and they captured two ma-

; ’If_ho British artillery is now keeping up an immense bombard-
$ent of the German positions night and day.
tommunications between the German

Ag its fire is cutting off
trenches and the German rear, the
cylinders of poisonous gas,.-g0 he is
ass jars filled with gas from his guns

% * *

Instead of shortening their front and improving their defensive posi-

tion, the Germans, it appears, have
by their retirement up the Ancre
sallent sharper- than ever. It was
has become a greater trap than ever

_merely made their conditions worse
Valley. They have made the. Arras
dangerous before they withdrew; it
in the estimation of General Maurice.

The enemy now holds the ridge from Bucquoy to Bapaume, and once the
. Britdsh cross this ridge they expose Cambrai to their assault and they
compe! the Germans to fight on inferior ground and therefore at a great

disadvantage,
% ¢

- L &

The German high command has revived, to some extent, the morale
of the German army and people by promising that unrestricted submarine

warfare will bring peace within three months,

The effect of this promise

in strengthening the German courage shows in strong light the intellectual

lim{tations of the Germans,

It also explains the new British policy of

(Conciuded on Page 2, Cols. 5 and 6.}

FRENCH CRUSH
FOESATTAGK
 IN CHAMPAGN

Heavy Battle Proceeds Before
Lines Retaken by
Ally

MAKE LARGE GAINS

Onsets of Poilus Advance
Front on Breadth of
Mile

Sperial Cable to The Toronto World.

Paris, March 8.—A heavy battle is
proceeding in the Champagne. where
the French made their successful su’-
prise attack yesterday. The Germans

counter-attacks on the positions taken
by the French, but French barrage
and machine gun fire broke down
these onsets, obliging the foe to with-
draw from the fighting. A great many
German dead lie béfore the French
positions. The lines seized by the
French have a breadth of nearlv a
mile, and an average depth ‘of half
a mile. The total number of prisoners
taken by the French in this region has
reached 170.

The official communication
this evening says:

“In the region of Crapeaumesnil to
the south of Roye and near Auberiv?
our . detachments at several peoints
penetrated énemy trenches, to which
important damage was done. During
the course of these actions we took
about 20 prisoners. = St

*In the sector of Malsons de Cham-
pagne the Germans
viglent dttacks on the positions we re-
donqiered yestérday. Our barrage
fife and the fire of our machine guns
Lroke down the attacks of -the enemy,
who ‘wae obliged to withdraw, leaving
a large number of dead on the ground.

“On our &ide we made prisoners
during the course of the dav and: took
further trenches to the morth of the
rvad runnipg from Butte du Mesnil to
Maizsons de Chamipagne. The total
number of- prisoners taken in this
region has reached 170, including four
cfficers.

“There has been artillerv fighting of
a rather spirited character in the
neighborhood .of Bois de'Sepoy, Malan-
court and in the Bols Caurieres. The
day was quiet on the other points ol
the front.”

Be'gian statement:

“The day was calm.”

The announcement of today follows:
“Supplemental information has been re-
ceived showing that the attack made
yesterday by our troops between Butte
du Mesnil and Maisons de Champagnse
wasg abrilliant success. Notwitbstand-
ing the smow, which rendered the
operation difficult, our troops blew up
enemy positions on-a front of 1500
metres, varying in depth from. 600 to
390 metres. Late in the day the Ger-
mans delivered a violent counter-
offensive on the left of this sector.
After a furious combat with hand
grenades, we repulsed the adversary,
who suffered heavy. losses, The num-
ber of prisoners taken by us was 136,
including three officers.

“Attacks by the enemy on one of
our trneches at Avocourt Wood, on
the left bark of the Meuse, were re-
pulsed. There was intermittent can-
nonading on the remainder of the

front.”

issued

Huge Store of Grain Burn
In Spectacular Detroit Fire

Detroit. March 9.—A spectacular
fire, caused, it is believed, by spon-
taneous combustion, today destroyed
the grain elevator of the Detroit
Railroad Elevator Company. Adjoininz
buildings and valuable railroad pro-
perty also were damaged. The total
loss -has been cstimated at $1,000.000.

The grain which was destroved was
about to be exported. A Detroit news-
paper declares that it -is  probable
700 000 bushels were consumed.

Twenty-five firemen had a narrow
escape when the elevator began to col-

lapse.

Russians Offer to Persia
Towns Evacuated by Turks

London, March 10.—A despatch to
Reuter's Telegram Co. from Petrograd
says:

“The Russian legation at Teheran
has informed the Persian Government
that Russlan troops have occupied
Bijar, Sinnah, Hamadan, Kangaver and
Daplatabad. The Persian Government
has been invited to retake possession
of these towns which have been
evacuated by the Turks.”

Nizam, of Hyderabad, Gives
Half-Million to Fight Subs.

London, March 9.—The Nizam of
Hyderabad, ruler of the largest and
most populous. of the internal states
of India, has sent to the government

£100,000 for use in the anti-submarine

! campaign. -

launched no fewer than three violent'

launched :three’

g@_ . WARFARE TO END
“Decision Is in“President Wilson’s
Hand,” Says Dr. Zim-

i . mermann. -

;Amsterdam, via London, -March 9.—

Dutch newspapers published the fol-
lowin~ statement made by Dr. Alfred
Zimmermann, the German foreign
secretary,  to a. representative of a
Budapest nmewspaper:

“As far-as the U. S. is concerned
we have 8poken our last word and the
decig'on is in President Wilson's hand.

“We are determined to carry thru
the submatrine warfare to the end. The
results of unrestricted submarine war
thus far have been very satisfactory.

“As to peace I may say that de-
spite the refusal of our peace offer,
Germany still stands by the words of
the imperial chancellor, and is pre-
pared to place herself at the head of
an alliance of states for the main-
tenance of -the world’'s peace.

“Ag to BEuropean neutrals I believe
| there will be no change in their pre-
sent relations with us in the course
of the war. Neutral - ship owners
shou'd give up their trade with Eng-
tand. They have made enough money
and can,. gfford to bear the loss of
Erg'ish - trade.

“They will soon recognize that it is
to their interests to keep their ships
at home, 80 that they may use them
| to the best advantage after the war.”
Dr. Zimmerman added that the mili-
tary situation is entirely satisfactory
to Germany.

TWO ARE KILLED
INRAILWAY WRECK
Grand Trunk-;——mr:'frain

Crashes Into Freight Near
Utterson, Ont.

Tawo-Men Sefiously Hurt and
One Woman Receives Minor
Injuries

+

»

By overrunfing orders, the mnorth-
bound Grand Trunk' passenger train
No. 41, engine 404, crashed into a
southbound freight train, engine 1283;
.iIn a_head-on co’lision ‘about one mile
|north of Utterson yesterday afternoon
iat 3.05, killing two men, seriously in-
juring two others, and s'ightlv injur-
ing one woman passenger. The dead
are Albert Banbury, of Allanda'e, fire-
man on the passenger train, and An-
drew L. Barclay, Toronto, a railway
mail- clerk.

Barclay was aged 28, and had been
running on that line for nearly five
vears. His home was at Camperdown,
ont., and he roomed at 48 Carlton
street, Toronto. He was unmarried.
His friends say he was one of the best
railway clerks in the employ of the
postoffice, and in a recent case exam-
ination he won unusually high stand-
mmg, being credited 10% per cent. effi-
cient.

Charles Gilbert, 531 College street.
Toronto, another railway clerk, and
Ezekial Firman of Allandale, engi-
nesr. of the passenger train, are now
lying in Barrie hospital, the latter seri-
iously injured. The on'y passenger re-
ported hurt is Mrs:. James, who ‘was
traveling from Utterson to Huntsville.
She sustained only minor injurles.

The passenger train was in charge
of Conductor Bidwell, and he had
orders to meet the southbound freight
at Utterson. For some unknown reason
this order was not carried out and the
trains collided with such force that
the mail car was telescoped and the
baggage car demailed. Both engines
were extensively damaged and four
cars of the freight train were throwm
off the track. Gilbert was found pinned
down beneath timbers in the mail car
in which he and Barclay were work-
ing. The two men had been engaged
in the mail service between Toronto
and North Bay for the past two years.

After the accident one of the mail
clerks was reported missing, Norman
Guinane, 163 Beacnnsfleld avenue, To-
ronto, was the Canadian Express mes-
senger on the train and a telephoned
message to his home ‘late last evening
gtated that he was badly shaken up.

Doctors were sent from Huntsville
and Gravenhurst to give medical at-
tention to the injured, and the most
serious of these were removed to Barrie
Hospital. The Grand Trunk auxiliarv
at Allandale was despatched to the
scene, and P. J. Liynch, superintendent
of the Allandale division, left  im-
mediately to take charge of operations.

Superintendent of Railway Mail Ser-
vice J. E. Marrs was notified and left
Toronto yesterday afternoon for
Barrie.

Word -'was Teceived in Toronto late
last evening that Charles Gi'beért had
been removed to a Barrie hospital and
was suffering from severe shaking up
and bruises about the legs. Gilbert is-
3¢ years of age and his wife resides at
531 College street. He had been on the
run to North Bay with Barclay for
two years. His father, who liveg at
1790 Dundas street, stated to a. re-
porter from The World that relatives
in Barrie had informed him that .it
was not necessary for him te go there.

NEXT BRITISH MAIL.

The next parcel post mail for Enz-
1and will clcse at the general post-
office at b p.m. Saturday, March 10.

N

President Finds He Can Take
Step Without Action of
Congress

CA4LS EXTRA SESSION
Attack by German Sub-

marines on American Ship
Will Precipitate War

Washing‘tovn. . March ' 9.—President
Wilson. from a sick bed tcday ordered
the arming of American merchant ships
againgt Germany's ruthless submarire
warfare, and at the same time . issued
a proclamation calling an extra session
of congress to meet April 16.

The president’s decision came sud-
denly late this afternoon, following the
action of the senate yesterday in re-
vising its rules to permit prompt action
on important questions and the sub-
mission of formal opinions by Secre-
tary of State Lansing and Attorney-
Genemal! Gregory, that he has the power
{to' amm merchantmen without . action
by congress.

<«Keep Lid on Details.

Detalls of the govermment’s armed
neutrality - plans - for defending the
merchantmen were withheld to avoia
endangering Americans and their ships

by permitting the tfmorma_, tion to reach
Germany. The only’statement at the
White House and the navy department
| wag that the president was determined
"‘orx-’ﬁm?iecm tmm.l at the. end of

2 on, coming at the end of a
peﬂog of ténse waiting, was fenerally
hailed as the natural and unavoideble
next step in ‘the policy adopted by the
rresident, when he broke.oft diploma~
tic reldtions with Germany, and gave
warning that the U. S. could not
 tolerate attacks on American ships and
‘citizens in viclation of international
law, § Lo

! Preparations Completed. |

Fraught with the grave possibility
of war with Germany the:action was
taken by President Wilson only after
he was convinced that Germany actual-
ly was proceeding with her campaign
of ruthlessness, and had made efforts
to plot with Mexico and Japan again<t
the territorial integrity of the United
States. .

Long before the order was given
from the White House all necessary
preparations for the arming of mer-
chantmen had been completed at the
navy department. - Secretary Daniels

(Concluded on.Page 2, Column 6).

' 1y certain the British troops are now

[Iishts. - X Jiost thélr Tves “Ten of the “persons

BRITISH HOLD BAGDAD
CHRONICLE ASSERTS

Gen. - Maude’s” Cavalry  Has
Dashed Thru City Towards
Samdra

‘Tondon, Manch = 10.—The Daily
Chrenicle says today that it 1s virtual-

in Bagdad and that officlal. confirma-
tion of this may be expected at amny
moment. The Chronicle’s military cor-
respondent upon whose information the
assertion apparently is baséd, writes:
“One is entitled to assume that the
city was occupied without any serious
fighting and we shall probably learn
that our cavairy dasheq thru it and
along the Tigris toward Samdra.”

TRANSPORT SINKS
" MANY LIVES LOST

Ten Europeans and Six Hun-
dred South African Natives
Perish

RESULT OF COLLISION

Two Hundred Survive Dis-
- aster off Isle of Wight
in Fog

London, March 9.—The British trans-
port Mendl, ‘carrying South African
native laborers, was sunk. after a col-
lision on Feb, ‘81, and €25 persods

lost® were Europeans, according to the
announcement made today to the South
African Parfiament by - Gen, Louis
Botha, the premier. The collision oc-
curred off the Isle of Wight, The of-
ficial anmnouncement says: '

° “Premier Botha stated to 'the South
African Parliament today that the
transport Mendi, carrying ‘the last
batch of the South African mative la-
borers contingent (the rest of whom
were landed safely in France) collided
with another vessel en route from
England to Havre, and sank In 25
minutes. The collision occurred off
the Isle of Wight on Feb. 21. The
escort’s searchlight could not pene-
trate the fog, but the survivors were
rescued by passing vessels. Twelve
Kuropean officers and 191 natives iwere
saved. Ten Europeans and 615 na-
tives were lost. Difficulty in obtain-
ing authentic information caused the
delay in making the announcement
public.” )

POWERFUL ARAB TRIBES
"UNITE AGAINST TURKEY

|

Pursuit of Defeated

Strong Arabian Forces Join British in Mesopotamia in

New Allies.

Turks=—Four Million

New York, March 9.—The Associated
Press tonight sends out the following:

“The British advance in Mesopota-
mia, which has covered more ground
in a. short period than almost any
other movement of the war, has been
assisted materially by extensive defec-
tions of the native tribes from Turkish
rule, according to private mail advices
received in New York from Asiatic
Turkey. Last: month the Turks ap-
parently were entrenched ‘securely on
the Tigris below Kut-el-Amara, where
they had:held the British since the
capture of Gen. Townshend’s army at
Kut. The new offensive on the Tigris
has developed with such speed that
since the recapture of Kut on Feb. 26
the British have advanced nearly 100
miles, and are now within a few miles
of Bagdad. This has been made pos-
sible, it is now reported, by the fact
that the Turkish troops are menaced
not only by the-British, but by strong.
forces of Arabs. organizéd by the Bri-
tish as their allies, who are harassing
the fleeing Turks.

Bedouins Unite.

A communication from Irak states
that as a result of the action of the
Gand Sherif of Mecca several months
ago in declaring his independence of
Ottomran rule, various Bedouin f£ribes
have put away their old enmities and
united. Peace has been made between
the Emir Amab or Rowleh from near
Damascus- and Hakim = Ibn Mahid
Hakim, emir of the Great Anzeh tribe
in the vicinity of Aleppo. These two
powerful men, have convenanted to
unite in ing for one thing a
troop of horsemen to fight the Turks,
and have issued a proclamation to
their followers calling for men and
equipment. In preparation for actual
warfare, they were: supplied’ with drill
masters: presumably British, who ef-
fected the organization of an Arab
fighting unit. They are possessed of
a great quantity of arms end am-

]

munition of the latest type. Their
marching orders are sent from a con-
venient central bass “somewhere in
Mesopotamia.”

The example of these two emirs, this
communication says further, has been
followed by the lesser tribes.which are
extending “the live coal of the move-
ment from the borders of Syria to
Egypt.” Especially are ‘the promoters
of Arab union anxious to “iight the
fire” in the ¥Irak and between the Eu-
'phrates and the Tigris,

The importance of the union of the
two powerful Anzeh and Shamr tribes
is in the fact that they number not
fewer than 4,000,000 souls. This cov-
enant of peace means the union of
two tribes which have been bitter ene-
mies for hundreds of years. Now the
emirs are studying modern warfare to-
gether that they may rid their land
of Turkish rule.

It is also asserted that the great
and powerful Sheikh Khazal Khan has
sent a deputation to the sherif. Sulei-
man I, king. of the Hejaz, announcing
his co-operation and submission, as
well as his readiness to respond to a.
call for men and money. It is believed
that an offensive and defensive treatv
has been made between him and the
emir of Knweit, Sheikh Jabir Thn Ma-
barak el Subah. If this report is trne
it means that other important tribes
wi'l rallv to this movement inaveur-
ated hv these two reallv powerful men.

That " the mew order is nrodnecing
resi'ts is shown in a snurorise sattack
gso™a 1570 horgemen of the new foreres
made on the snoldiers guarding the
carils the Turkish Government had
pnretased nrenaratorv to the attack
on the Suez Canal. as we'l ag tn heln
Iv pu‘ting down the Arah revo't. The
atiacki~g partv had been led to he-
lieve there were laree forces of the
Turks near hut instead the gnard was
s0on overpowered, some 50 being
«ain and the otiers fleeing, leaving
sone 4000 camels behind as booty for

-0
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WILL BUY

WHOLE OF
THE CROP

Ottawa, March 9.—The im-
perial government is prepared to
take the whole of this year’s Can-
adian wheat crop.

While there is no official state-
ment on the question as yet, it is
understood that at a rate some-
what below the prevailing market
prices, the British authorities have
made an offer for the coming
season’s crop and that this offer
was communicated to representa-
tives of the grain growers at 2
conference here last week, con-
cerning which much secrecy has
been observed.

The present situation is that the
offer has been communicated - to
the representative organizations
and that their reply is being await-
ed. Despatches from the west are
taken to indicate that there mav
be a suggestion of maximum and
minimum rates.

The price to be fixed and lesser de-
tails of the purchase are now the sub-
ject of correspondence between Ottawa
and London.

For obvious reasons no statement in
respect to the negotiations can - be
made by the government here, but it
is - understood . that the views of the
western farmers were obtained last
week when J. A. Maharg, president of
the Western Grain Growers; President
Wood of the United Farmers of Al-

rta and R. MacKenzie, secretary of
m Grain Growers, met Sir ‘George
Foster. - Sir George Foster explained
the British proposals to. the fariners’
representatives, and it is understood
that they will present - their answer
before March 10. .

Canada’s wheat crop in 1915 was
350 million bushels. Last year, owing
to drought and rust, it was consider-
ably less. g

Amn offer for the purchase by the im-
perial government of the Canadian
wheat crop of 1917 has been made amd
is now under advisement by the execu-
tives of the . Canadian <Council of
Agriculture and the Grain Growers'
Association.

The Canadian Council of Agriculture
which is representative of all the farm-
ers’ associations in Ontario and the
west, will consider the offer at their
annual meeting in Regina on Tuesdaoy
next, according to R. McKenzle, secre-

WHEAT SHORTAGE
SERIOUS PROBLEM

French Parliament Discusses
Big Gap Between Require-
ments and Supplies

BIG CUT IN ACREAGE

Paris, March 9.—France and her al-
lles and neutral countries this year
must economize or replace with other
cereals from 34 to 48 per cent. of their
requirements of wheat, according to
estimates made in the chamber of
deputies today by Victor Boret, presi-
dent of the agricultural! committee,

Jn an important debate on the eco
nomic policy of the government during
the war, M. Boret produced expert
estimates fcr the wheat crop of 1917
as follows: A

For France a yield of from 180,000,
000 to 190.000.000 bushels; require-
ments, deduction being made for the
invaded territory, 317,000.000 bushels
leaving a deficit of 127,000,000,

The requirements of the allies of
France ang neutrals abroad are from
560 000 000 to 570,000.000. The gurplus
available from overseas countries |is
from 3€0,000,000 to 370.000,000 bushels,
leaving a deficit for the entente allies
and neutrais of from 180,000,000 (o
216,000,000 bushels,

Grow Manitoba W'eat.

This was the third day of the debate
during which- Fernand Dawid. who
was minister of agriculture in M.
Viviami’s cabinet, and . Anatole d~
Monzie, .former under-secretary of
state for merchant marine. and othe:
deputies sharply ecriticized the gov-
ernment’s action on ec¢onomic prob-
lems during  the war. It developed
aurirg the debate that the wheat
acreage of France was reduced about
800,000 by the invasion, out of a total
of 16,250,000, while thre def'ciency for
1517 is estimated at 5.500 000 acres.
of which 500,000 at lenst is expected
to he made up by srring seeding of
Manitoba wheat, which ‘t is now con-
cedea will grow successfully in French
goll,

The speakers agreed that to increase
the wheat acreage it 18 necessary to
raise the maximum selling price fromn
an equivalont of $1.85 to $2.25 per
bushe! znd aleo to intensifv the use of
modern motor imn'ements and a
greater number of prisoners of war, of
whom oniy 35,000 have been employed
on farms.

the Arabs.




