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Y and Z JK^an to Ik- used in the first century B C
in a few words lK,rr..wed from the (ireeks. to represent
sounds foreiK^n to Latin. The Romans themselves used
but one siK^n V for b.th the vowel U an<l the semi-
consonantal V (pronounced ..), and similarlv <,ne
siKn I for both the vowel I and the senii-consonantal T
(pronounced j). For the sake of convenience and
clearness, however, many m(Klern IxK.ks (especially
those for beginners in Latin) follow the custom tha't
arose m the middle a.ires, (,f usinj,^ distinct si^ns for the
different sounds.

Only the capital letters imajuscuU,) were used by
the Romans; while the use of the smaller "Roman"
letters iminuscuUs) dates from the ei.irhth century A I)

Dtvusjuhus: The DirineJulius. Judaea Capta: Judea Conquered.

Roman Coins.

SOUNDS OF THE LETTERS.

Vowels.

6. Each of the five* vowels, a, e. i, o, u. has but two
sounds, a long- and a short. The Ion- sounds diFer
from the short chiefly in requirin.ir a distinctlv loncer
tmie to utter them.

"V, whUh mit'ly .Hcurs. has a sound between u •< , (Kicn.h h orGermuii u).
iricjKii h or


