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" And it is hereby further ciiac-

edjby the Authority aforchiid/l'liat

from and after the I'irll Day of

September, One thmifand fev^ti

hundred and fev.nty-five, it fliall

and niiiy be hi'.vful for any Perfon or

]'er!"ons to imjiort into this kingd '/.a

any raw and unJrcfTcd Sc.I hki;is

tiken and caiir^ht by the C rews of

Wllels beh)nging to and fitted our

either from Great B'itni/iy Ireland,

or tlie IQands of Guernjey, Jerfcy,

or Man refpe<ftiYely, and whereof

the Captain or Mafter and Three-

fourths at the lead of the Mariners

arc His Majefty's Subjecls, or by

Perfons employed by the MaRers
or Owners of fuch \'eflels, without

paying any Cuftom, Subfidy, or

o:her Duty for the fame, any Law
or Ufagc to the contrary notvvidi-

ftanduig.

Provided aUvays, Thar nothing

in this Aft (liall extend, or be con-

ftrued to extend, to give L.iberty of

importing any fuch Seal Skins Duty-

free, unlefs the Captain or Perfon

having tlie Charge or Command of

fuch Ship or Vcifel importing the

fame fliall make Oath before the

C.oUedtor or other prinrijial Oihcer

of the Culb;ns at the I'ort ci bn-

povration (who is hereby authoiikd

:ii;J rcfiulrcd !o adnimifter luch

0..ith;, that all the Skins Imported

in fuch Ship or \'cffc' were really

:in 1 l"y''ii} fiJc ilie Slxin-i (if Seals

t.ll-IU aiiJ ClUlglU \r: the i^ACWS.

thereof.

The feals being caught in X.\\t

whiter, wlicii no Ihips or veli- is

can venture on the coafl:, ren-

der it impoliible that the niaffers

of them can take this oath witli-

out being guilty of perjury, as

thi.}- are ablolutely required to

fwcar that the Ikin.s ow board of

their veflels were, bona f'J:,

cati^bi by the crews of their

veflels, or by the cr^ws of

iome other veflels riroperly qua-

lified. How can a man taka

this oatli who has not w^intered

in Newfoundland ? Yet the aft

requires that he fhould. And as

Cvjiom-hotife oaths (as they are

called in derifion throughout

the mercantile world) are dif-

regarded, or at leafl regarded

only as matters of form, at

once troublefome and unnecef-

lary ; the}' coniply with the

law, commit perjury without

ceremony or relcrve, and when
men become accufiomed to trifle

with oaths in one Inflance, their

reverence and regard for them,

in e\'ery other, wil! de|iend

more upon their intcrefl and

co!ivenicnce, than upon any

obligations of morality or ic-

lii'ion. TIkH- o!)Ur\arion.; are

not nuide for the p irpoie ot
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