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WHAT CAN lUv SAID FOR HN(.LA:N'I)r

The pnsitio'i t.iki II liv tlif British v, .ctiiiiu-m his hixii urosslv

iiiistfpresfntcd iii ihc pu-ss, anil. I li-iii , dlteii lifUhcrali-iy. Hut uhiliici

111 not the rt'suU is tlic same.

< )t such ridiculous rharKc is that I'.nnl.inil pLiniK-d to :ui|iiirL- the

Tiiiisv.i.il lH.-causi- of the koI'I fithls no serious minded person need t.ike

notice. Mr. Chaniln'rlain disposed ot that theory in these words.

I can h.irdly find patii-nce to answer a slan<ler so

"wicked and so stupid. These ,'entlenien what do they

"know ot luii^land ' Wliat do they know ot" that K'reat Col-

"onial svsteni wliu h now lor many years has prechided us

"lioiii makiiii; anv pecuniary Kuin Irom the possessions ot

"the Hiitisli Crown, troiii our lellowsubjects in our colonies

"and dei)endeiicie"'

"We ask no ransom; we exact no trilnite; we have

"iiotniiiK directly to ^;ain by a war which v. ill traiister to us

"a territory not at ,jrt;sent ours.

"And these cri'ics of ours, what do they know ot

"ICnj^dand .' What di, they know of the principles that gov

"em our acticm if they think that there exists aniouK "s

"any Oovrnment or any Minister so base as to carry into

"llieir country an inijust and unnecessary war for some

"jx-rsonal or even for some national interest.' What do

"they know if they are not aware that the v;euerous instincts

"of the wIkjIc jieople would intervene to frustrate his iieiari-

"ous desii^iis. and send him skulking i'lto (jbscurity, dis-

"credited and dishouoretl by such a policy ?"

It is said that luigland claimed the right to dictate to the Uoers that

they should grant the franchise to the Outlanders, and what sort of fran-

( hise it should be. Nothing could l)e .iiore untrue. There is not a word

in the despatches or tiie proceedings at Hloemfontein to warrant such a

statement.

luigland, it is true, pleaded with the Transvaal to enfranchise the

deserving OLiliumleiv, .is all a'.t of justice, in tlic interest ol peace, lOr

the good of the Transvaal itself; but h, > only d, maud :.;ry that befo>- hid

ding ho d,vot,<{ sul^ji(t< dfpart >li, .slw.'ld /', -.itis/ifd that th.iy nies Jar

biead u.aiild not br ans:.'ir,d :o/th a sfoni

.

Mr. Chamberlain and vSir Alfred Milner are accused of adopting a

bullying tone toward tiie l?oers. I detect nothing of the kind in the

despatches or the discussion at Hloeiiifonteiu. (Jn the contrary the lang-

uage of Kngland's represenlatives was singularly forbearing under great

provocation.

Listen again to Mr. Bryce, one of Mr. Chatuberlain's bitterest

opponents. .Nlore than iwo years ago he wrote:


