
ORIGINALITY.

»,

TiiK wonl wliieh forms the title of tliis oven"n;i;'H lecture,

iixpressL'S a q-nlity which universally coniiiiands atlniiiation,

and even ji ceriain mysterious reverence. There is s(Mneth;ng

divine and heroic about the man who, un'au!j;ht by living

voice or j)rinte(l page, spins the weh of trutii from his own

^ ' — ,r through the dense clouds of ignorance v.'h:ch

Jie v' ion of ordinary mortals, sends his piercing ga/.c

ver:. ^ , orbs of beauty that glitter in the vault of

-or 1. i '-onjetheus, pitying po()r mortals in their

R^ip. 1 i„ -. '-'0, brings them aid fron: heaven, in the i-hape

of inventions that will minister to their daily wants. Stand-

ing botweev; the coiiunon herd of mankind and those hij^her

Intel ligniees who people the angelic world, he occupies a

positi«)n which seems to elevate him above the sympathy of

his frllovv-men into a world of his own, where he tci'ds his

miglity thoughts upon things too hard to be underst<r<»d,—

things which it- is impossible for inan to utter. As we Iwk

upon a Nkwton, a Siiakespeake, and a Dantk, we say

"there were giants in those days;"— an immeasurable gtiir

geems to separate their transcendent genius from anything tl.att

we can ev^r hope to attain. We feel that it is for us to lie-.

low before such imposing presence, rather than to attempt

treading in their f.wtsteps, or in any way availing ourselves of

their example. Such things are too high for us j we may.

understand a little of their achievements— but we look upoti.
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