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That in I860 the scheme was condemned at nearly every public meeting

hold by the delegates to discuss it, and numerous petitions against it.s adoption

were presented to the Provincial Parliament, and only one in its favor, until

the leader of the {government declared the mea.su re to be " impracticable".

That at the opening of the late Session no reference to Confederation was
made in the speech of the Lieutenant Governor, and down to a late period the

people of Xova Scoti.i were led to believe that the scheme had been abandoned.

A Resolution was introduced toward the close of the t^cst^ion, clothing the (iov-

crnment with power to apjioint Delegates, who, in connection with Delegates

from the other Provinces, are to frame a scheme of Government, to which it is

proposed to ask the sanction of your Honorable Ilouhse before it has been .sub-

mitted to the Legislature that it may a.inihilate, or to the people, whose legal

and constitutional rights and powers'^it may transfer or circumscribe.

The undersigned, menaced by a measure that may be revolution-

ary/repose implicit confidence in the protection of the Imperial Parliament.

T\dy deny the authm-ity of their own Legislature, invested with limited powers
for a definite term, to deprive them of rights earned by their ancestry by the

most pt.'nful sacrifices, wisely exercised* and never abused. for more than a

century, and which they had no legitimate authority to aliennte or break down.

They believe that any scheme of Government, framed by a Committee of

Delegates and forced upon the Provinces without their revision or ai)proval,

would generate wide'spread dissatisfaction among a loyal and contented people
;

who will not fail to reilect, that no change can be made in the constitution of any
of the neighboring States which has not first been approved by the electors

; and
that important measures, alfecting Imperial policy or institutions, are rarely

attempted till they have been submitted for acceptance or rejection by the

people whose interests they are to affect.

Your petitioners therefore pray that Your Right Honorable House will be

pleased to defer all action in fa\our of Confederation in the Imperial Parlia-

ment until the people of Nova Scotia shall have exercised and enjoyed their

Constitutional privilege to express their opinions at the polls, or that Your
Honorable House may be pleased to direct that a Special Committee shall

sfeftH inquire into alfthe features of the proposed scheme ot Confederation, as

it is likely to affect the several Provinces in their relations to each other and
to the Mother Country ; or that the people of Nova Scotia be permitted to

appear by counsel at the Bar of Your Honorable House to defend their interests

and Institutions. And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.
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