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struggle with a devotion which excites bur wonder and admira-
tion. It was of no avail. On the loth September, 1769,
Quebec was taken. One year afterwards the French flag was
hauled down and Canada became a part of the British Empire.
Great was the joy manifested in England over the conquest of
Louis XIV. 's "acres of snow." Addresses were presented to
the King, congratulating him on this much-coveted addition
to the Imperial possessions ; a statue in Westminster Abbey
was accorded to Wolfe; public thanks were decreed to each of
the chief officers who had taken part in the Quebec expedition

;

and it was ordered that prayers of thanksgiving should be
offered to Heaven throughout the whole Empire.

But change of rulers did not bring permanent peace to the
harassed colonists. Sixteen years after Wolfe took Quebec,
Canada again became the scene of war. The American Revo-
lution broke out, and Canada, with a population of about
70,000 was called upon to meet the attack of a people number-
ing 3,000, 000. Every art of persuasion was tried in vain by the
Revolutionists to win the Canadians to their side ; due provi-
sion was made in the Federal Constitution for the admission of
Canada into the new confederacy, but without the anticipated
result. Then it was concluded that more severe measures
should be resorted to, in order to bring the refractory and
blind inhabitants of this ice-clad region to a proper sense of
their interests, if not their duty. One enthusiastic American
colonel proposed to conquer and hold the whole country with
2,000 men. Finally, Canada was invaded by an army under
General Schuyler, but, after a futile effort to carry out his

instructions to take Quebec, Montreal, and other places, the
General withdrew.

At the close of the revolutionary war, twenty-five thousand
persons, exiles from the States, sought refuge in Canada. When
we call to mind that there was not a tree cut from Ottawa to


