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amount of morality, and the play of those afiFections among friends and the member*
of the family, N'nthout which society could not hang together ; and while I refuse to
believe that there are not among such a mass of human beings, Sv/^e true light and
life received from Him who is the Father of light, in ways we wot not of and may
never discover

;
yet I have no doubt that the description of heathendom as existingm the latter period of Roman life, and as described by St. Paul in the beginning of

his Epistle to the Eomans, is true to a fearful extent of India. Facts, besides, have
come out in trials showing how 'religion,' so called, may become the source of the
most hideous abominations, for which it is righteously chargeable. Immortal man is
seldom bo degraded as not to seek some apparently good reason, and in the holy
name of ' religion

' too, for doing the worst things. Thus the Thug strangles his
victim as he prays to the goddess of murder ; and the member of a hereditary band
of robbers consecrates his services to the goddess of rapine.
"But enough has been said to give some Idea of Brahmanism, and we are thus

better prepared to entertain the question as to the vieans by which it can be destroyed
and Christianity, with its truth, holiness, brotherhood, and peace, take its place. '

"As to the question of mcaii.^ 1 assume that, as a Church of Christ, we are at
liberty to adopt any means whatever, in consistency with the spirit ftf the Gospel and
the holy ends we have in view, which, according to our knowledge as derived from
the Word of God, interpreted by sound judgment and experience, we believe best
calculated to accomplish those ends. The example of the Apostles as recorded in the
Book of Acta, that missionary history of the early Church, and in the letters of the
great missionary St. Paul, however precious to us and invaluable as a repository of
facts and principles, can never bind us to adopt the verv same methods in our day in
Icdia, if it were even possible for us to do so, as were adopted by the Apostles in the
Asia Mmor or Europe of their day, unless it can be shown that the tields in both casea
are so far similar as to admit of a similar mode of cultivation in order to secure that
crop which Christian missionaries of every age desire and labour to obtain. St. Paul
had nothing like the heatlienism of India, in its social aspects or vast extent, to deal
with. But we shall be fellow-labourers with him if we understand his ' ways *

'manner of life, and possess his spirit. Let us only, as far as possible, endeavour to
share what, without irreverence for his inspired authority, I may venture to call his
grand comprehensive common-sense—his clear eye in discerning the real plan of battle
and all that was essential to success—his firm and unfaltering march to the centre of
the enemy's position, in the best way practicable in the given place and time—his
determination to become all things to all men, limited only, yet expanded also by the
holy and unselfish aim of 'gaining some,' not to himself, but to Christ ; and, in doing
BO, we shall not miss the best methods of Christianising India. Right men will make
the right methods.

'' In reviewing the various mission agencies at work in India, we may at once lay
aside the consideration of minor methods—such, for example, as that of orphanages
male and female : for whate\ er blessings may be bestowed by them as charitable in'-
Btitutions, or whatever advantages-and there are many such—may be derived from
them as furnishing Christian teachers for male, and, above all, for female schools •

and colporteurs or catechists, to aid missionaries ; or as providing wives for Christiaii
converts, who could neither seek nor obtain any alliances from among the 'castes-'
—nevertheless, these institutions, however iuultiplie<l and however successful, cannot
in my opinion, toll on the ultimate conversim . of the bulk of the llindo( s proper'
more than so many orphans taken from Europe would do if trained and taught in the
same way. I am not to be un<ler8tood as objecting to orphanages, more especially
wlien they are, as with us, generously supiiorted by the contributions of the young at
home, «nd not paid for out of tlie general funds of the Miss-on. Yet I would not '^ave
you attach undue importance to tlie baptism of orphans us telling upon Hindooism or
to weigh their number—as, alas ! 1 have heard done in Scotland—against those con-
nected with our great educational institations, to the disparagement of the latter as
C(mipared with the former. It so nis to me that it would be just as wise an if in
seeking to convert the Jews, we iuuigined that the l)a])ti8m of any number of orphanJews within a charitable house of refuge would tell as much on Judaism as the ediica-
t.!onof at unisnnd intelligent .vcuiigliabbis in a Christiaii college, i'" such a biessina
^'ereposbible, in the intensely bigoted towns of Sajihet or Tiberias.

" \or need I discuss hunt what has been or what may U Accomplished by the dis-
animation of the Jiilile and an e*»ectt(> Christian lit..nitiii\., and • tlier simiW details
of uiibBion work, the excellence of which is obvious ami admitted. t>ut < wii' "ovtitiQ


