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THE QUESTION ANSWERED.

Tm

quently found himself occupying a position, ! cutivc Council, addressed a letter to his con-

nnd necessitated to take a course, which would stituents on the 6th March last, in which

I array a-uinst him a large an<l influential body the following pa>sage occurs:—

i
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' "On !)('Cf..niii<>- a womWr of the Govommctit, I

of those to whom he owed his elevation to
,

^^,^_^^^^^ ^,^^ ,,„>fmrnt (Ictermiued im hj, the Admiuistra.

I place and power, unless Ikj disregarded his i'lion. My f'n'.st impression wii<, I cuniVas, aijuinst it

:

solemnly recorded pledges, or could (le\ibt
^^^^^^ ^^^^ cil/ermUirc.-lMontreul J'Uoi, aoth March,

some other me.ins of extricating himself from i84'.).J

90 awkward a dilemnni. In this view of the iMr. Merritt was gnzetted on the 16th Sep-

matter, I see little reason to doubt that the '

t(.'mber, at which time, as above stated, the

* hope of aliiMiating from each other the two measure of indemnity was under considera-

' sections into wliicli the advocates of protec- tion in the Council; and had Your Lordship

tion were, by nationnl origin, divided, and been informed of the proposed measure pre-

thefear of being outbid and forestalled, in the vions to the meeting of Parliament on the

contest for popularity witlijiis countrymen, istli January, four months afterwards, [ can

by a rival demagogue, were the considera- scarcely suppose it would have been passed

Mioiis which enconraged .ur. LaFonlaine to over unnoticed in the Speech with which

I indulge his natural sympathies with those
,
you opened the Session, while so many mat-

who had taken part in "the unhappy occur- ' ters of comparatively luinor importance were

rences" of '37 and '38, (as your Lordship's announced.

Ministers are now pleased to style the Rebel- ,
Parliament had not been long in session,

lion,) by bringing d rwaict a "measure of
|

when it was rumoured abroad that a propo-

I
indemnity," principally intended for their ,

sition to pay the losses incurred in 1837 and

! benefit and behoof. In one, at least, of i 1838, including those suffered by parties

1 these objects, he was but too successful ; the : then in arms against the Sovereign, would

events of the last three months, consequent shortly be laid before the House,

on the inti eduction of this measure, have
|

The report was not unfounded. On tho

done more to sunder the French and British i
13th day of February, Mr. LaFontaine sub-

population of Lower Canada, than the last
;

milted to the Legislative Assembly certain,

ten years had done to biing them into friend- Resolutions on the subject of the Rebellion-

ly feeling towards each other.
*

j

Losses, which he proposed that the House

What argumerits Mr. LaFontaine employ- i
should consider forthwith in Committee of

ed to gain the concurrence of his colleagues
' the Whole. It was urged in opposition, that

in the measure, and Your Lordship's con- , the measure had taken the country by sur-

sent to its introduction into Parliament, lean !
prise, and that no time had been afforded to.

only guess at; that they were deemed urgent i allow an expression of opinion from places

and powerful is shown by his ultimate sue- ' at any distance from Montreal. A motion was

scess. Tiiere ii^, however, sufficient evidence accordingly made for ten days delay, which,

to prove, in my opinion, that he ^vas not after a week's auimated debate, was lost by

unopposed by other members of the Ministry,
|

a majority of 36; and on the 20tli February,

nd that, even after their consent had been
j

the Assembly resolved itself into Committee

,von, (very reluctantly, it is whispered, in : of the Whole to consider the proposed reso-

ame cases,) a considerable time elapsed be- I lutions.

lore the Hon. Attorney General (East) could
|

In the course of these debates, scarcely an

aiuster sullicient courage to lay the matter
j

attempt was made to conceal the intention of

before Your Lordship. The Hon. W. H.
| the JNlinistry to indemnify ' those who had

VIerritt, President of Your Lordship's Exe- ' been engaged in the Rebellion ; on the- cou«

^


