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Indians, and afford them the means of subsistence.

The rivers could supply thorn with fish, the prairici

with domestic cattle ; deer and elk are still abun-

dant, the buffalo grounds arc not far off; wild edi-

ble roots and fruits are plenty ; wliile in each sec-

tion a sufficient portion of arable land might bo

found and reclaimed for their sustenance. Should

all the remnants of Indians be gathered in this

upper region, '^nc single military post would sufTico

to protect them against all eucroaclimcnts and in-

fringements of evil-disposed whites on Indians, and

of Indians on the rights of the whites. As the re-

serves are now laid out in AVashino'ton and Oreo^ou

Territories, far and wide apart, surrounded and acces-

it'hle on all sides by whites, experience teaches that

it must lead to the speedy destruction of the poor

Indians. Liquor and its concomitants, sickness and

vice, will soon accomplish the work. Providence

lias intrusted and placed these weak tribes under

the care and protection of a powerful government,

whose noble end has always been to protect and

advance them. If aided and assisted, in a proper

situation, with agriculiural implements, with schools,

mills, blacksmitht:, u:;c., I have no doubt but thous-

ands of the aborigines might be reclaimed, and live

to bless their benefactors. In the topographical

memoir of Colonel Wright's campaign, recently

published (page 75), I read to this effect: "The

government, in its wisdom and prudence, should
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