
FIFTY YEARS OF UNION 337
did deny any religious teachen the right to
brandish for a political purpose the weapons
of their spiritual armou-y ; and he urged the
inexpediency, in the C;. arch's own interest, of
endeavouring to build up i cltricsl party.
The promotion ol the c.-,un:.ry s economic

welfare has been .he chief ta;k of every
Canadian Government, and the one most in
discussion. A tariff tvMk'xd by stability and
by moderate advances to wails freedom of
trade, a railway policy reflecting the new-
foimd faith of Canada 111 its future, an im-
migration campaign that opened up the West
and laid the foundation for mounting pro-
sperity! «nd for a new place in the world's
regard, aid to farmer and fisherman and
miner—^these were the outstanding featiu-es
of the Canadian administration after 1896.
Mistakes were made, errors of omission and
commission, due now to lack of vision, now
to over-confidence, but the accounting was
not to be feared. 'When I am Premier,'
declared Mr Laurier in the early nineties,
referring to some dubious statistics used to
prove that all was well with the country,
' you will not have to look up figures to find
out whether you are prosperous: you will
know by feeling in your pockets.'


