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Armed Neutralily.—Conducl of HollaniL—Succejfes of
Adtnlral Rodney^

1780.

WHILE the foregoing tranfatllons were
taking place in America, a new and unex-

pedlecl fccne was preparing in Europe, which mark-
txl in a peculiar manner the opening of the enfuing
year.

The jealoufy entertained by the maritime powers
in Europe, of the power and preeminence ex-
crcifed by Great Britain at fea, had operated
hitherto but covertly and indiredly. Expect-
ing that the unv,n of the Houfe of Bourbon
would have proved fufficient to check it effedually,
they had remained paflive fpcdators of a conteit, '

which they imagined would not fail to terminate
to the difadvantage of this couutry. So great and
potent a combination as that of America, France,
and Spain, leemed to promife, without any addi«
tional aid, to bring the maritime ftrength of Britain
to that ftatc of diminution, which was the general
^ifh and aim of European politics.
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