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fROVIIfCIAL POLITICS.
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From Mr. ilownCit Mprrrh nt Rnibro. Itrri'iiibcr, IMt. i i

Origin and txistence of Separate Schools. I hhould groutly

refer, and I have alwiiyH in the coiinnoii iutorebt prc^ftiirod, that the child-

feu of Human ('utholica and Protestants should Im educated together in

our Public Hchools, an well an in our Hi^h Schools and GoUc^c^h. Bat in

\ Ipite of all who took that vinw^ Roman OatholicH have had Separate

((Schools in this Provinoc for nearly half a contury. The first Act for

itheir OHtalilishinerit wia passtvl as far l)a>k as 1841. In ISU Rev. Dr.

Kyerson bocanio (Jhief Superintendent of Kducation, and he filled that

' bfHce with acknowh'fljjtid ability from l81t to 1876. Dr. Ryenion was

ne of thoHe who did not like Separate Schooln. He thought them need--

SB, as he himself said, and at tho same time injiirious to their supporters

;

nd in the common interijst he preferred mixed schools, so conducted as

ot to distiirb the conHi;ience8 of parents or children, Protestant or Roman
latholic. But he found difficulties which he thought insuperable, in conse-

uence both of the doctrine of tho Churcli of Rome with respect to

schools, and the an.xie'.y of the Protestants of Quebec to retain the Proteg •

"tant Sepirato or Dissentient schools in that section of Canada. Dr.

t/erson thns explained the first uitRculty, in one of his writings before

Donfedoration :
" Separate School education is now a dogma of tho Roman

^'athoiic Church, as much as tho immaculate conception is. In 1850 the

|,oman Catholic College of Thurles in Ireland, passed a statute condem-

itory of mixed education ; the Roman Catholic Provincial Colleges of

iBaltimore and Quebec have since done the same. These statutes have

[been ratified by the Pope. This is therefore the dogma of the Church,

[however much it may fall into disuse in some places, as Sir Thomas N.

ledington says it does in some places in Ireland. But as a dogma no

jmomber of the Roman Catholic Church, however liberal, and however be

[may disregard it in the education of his own children, can possibly oppose

it. It is tJierefore prepisterous to think of legislating Separate Schools

of existence. The Roman Catholic will as hitherto vote against tho

of the Separate School provisions of the law." In another of his

Itimgft before OonfedeMtion, Dr. Byerson made the follow lug itatemeat
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